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PREFACE. 



The following documents, now published for the first 
time, from the originals in the State Paper Office, will 
be found to contain much new information, illustrative 
both of the public and private history of Milton ; while, 
in particular, the sixteen Letters of State, never before 
printed, are absolutely requisite to complete that noble 
series of Diplomatic Correspondence which the Secretary 
for Poreign Tongues to the Commonwealth has left, at 
once as a monument of his political genius, and of the 
elegance of his classical acquirements. 

In addition to the papers comprised in the body of 
this work, there are a number which it was found requi- 
site to throw into an Appendix, for, although many of 
these are invaluable to the biography of the poet, yet, 
on account of their length and legal phraseology, it was 
found impossible to embody them in a readable narra- 
tive ; reference has, however, been made to these docu- 
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ments in support of many important points, and the 
reader, by observing the references, may bring together 
the papers relating to each suit, if he feel so inclined, 
although a chronological arrangement has been adopted 
as the one more convenient for general use. It may 
be as well to observe, that some few of these documents 
have before been printed by Todd in his Accoimt of the 
life and Writings of Milton, and in every such case I 
have given the reference to his volume as well as to the 
MSS. He, however, was only acquainted with a tithe 
of the materials here collected, so that his conclusions 
were not always correct. The Council of the Camden 
Society have, therefore, agreed with me in the pro- 
priety of including these, in order that the series may 
be complete. 

W. Douglas Hamilton. 



East End, Finchley, 
24 Oct. 1859. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO MILTON 



STATE PAPER OFFICE. 



In the year 1823 a MS. packet was discovered by tht; late Robert 
Lemon, Esq. Deputy Keeper of State Papers, in one of the presses 
of the old State Puper Office in tlic Middle Treasury Gallery, 
Wtitcliall, which on examination was found to contain the long-lost 
treatise of Milton, De Doctrimi Chriitiand. This treatise was edited 
in 1B25 by Dr. Sumner, now Bishop of "Winchester, at the command 
of King George IV. The same packet contained likewise a correct 
copy of the DUpatchet, written by the poet during the time ho held 
the office of Secretary for Foreign Tongues under the Common- 
wealth, in the handwriting of Daniel Skinner, to whom Milton is 
known to have entrusted several of his MSS,' and who is con- 
founded by Wood and Toland with Cyriack Skinner, to whom 
Milton addressed the sixteenth of his beautifid sonnets. 

Several editions of Milton's prose works have appeared since the 
dale of tlio above discovery, but it docs not sceui to have occurred 
to any of the editors to collate with these authentic copies the 
defective transcripts, surreptitiously obtained, and first published in 
the year 1676.| They have consequently omitted to discover that 
this collection compiised a number of important disjiatc^es not con- 
tained in the printed editions. It is t<j these clcyant examples of 



• Aubref, Lifa of MiltoD. 

t Under the litle " Litsr« FBaudo-Senittiiii AiiKlicftoi, Cromwellli, 

PerdaelliniD, nomine ic juna eontcriptn J> Joanne Milluno, ImpnssiE > 
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2 TAFEKB RELATING TO MILTON 

diplomatic correspondence that our acquaintance with Milton in liiB 
official capacity is inaioly due, and therefore any accessioDS to their 
number are of interest and importance. To Milton in a great 
measure was owing the bucccbs of the foreign policy of the Common- 
wealth, which raised England to a pitch of greatness in, the councils 
of Europe which she had not held since the days of the Tudors. 

It was he who penned the dispatch which made the Duke of 
Savoy tremble, and restored peace to the persecuted Protestants of 
the Alpine valleys : 



Intimately connected with the dispatch to the Duke of Savoy is 
the letter addressed to Louis XIV. rebuking him in the severest 
manner for having suflfered his troops, though indirectly, to par- 
ticipate in the barbarous massacre of the Vfludois, and appealing to 
his self-interest and the policy of the wisest of his ancestors as 
motives for withdrawing his countenance from such deeds of horror. 



LuDOVico Gallic Regi. 



Perlati ad nos gemitus miserrimorum homlnum Lusemam, Angro- 
niam, ncc non alias in ditione Ducis Sabaudin; valles inculentium, et 
refonnatam religtonem profitcntium, quorum factse ciedcs cruentia- 
eimffi nuper sunt, deque caeteronim dircptione atque exilio tristjssiini 
crehr^ nuntii has ad majestatem vcstram litems 4 nobis espresserunt; 
pncscrtim ciim nunciatum quoquc nobis sit (quam verfi nondum 
sulis cognovimus) partim & cohortibus quibusdam vestris, quK cum 
aliis Allobrogum f Ducis copiis se conjunxerunt, stragem hano esse 
c<litam. Quod taracn haud temerS crcdideriraiis, cum neque bo- 

"Cum printuin iJ inanus amlni liu.' cliartoi pervcnetunt dubiUrl dla ulruin illu pmlo 
potJai, But flmnmii, commillcrem." 

* SoTcnl emendalions have been mpplied from tbe oEBcul cofj at tbii letter, prCMTTtd 
in Iha SUIe Paper Office, Foraign Corrnp. Sito;, 

t Tbv ob«ie name for the pceplo of Samj. Dauphin* and Viv>rai>. 
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nonim principura, nec pnidenussimomm inftjeatatis vestry majomra 
institutis consentanemn esse videatur; qiii et aufi in primis intcresse, 
et ad pacem regni sui, rctque totiua Christiana; quam maximfi con- 
ducere arbitrati aunt, uti subditos auos earn rcligionem colentes sub 
imperio suo ac patrociuio inviolatos alque incolumca esse sinerent, 
qud illi clcmentid regum euonim pcrmoti pneclaram saspc operam ct 
pace ct bcUo auis regibiia navarunt. Quod idem AUobrogum quoque 
ducibus pcrsuasit, uti subjectos slbi Alpinarum valliiini incolas e4dem 
benignitate tractarent, qui et viciaaim aui principia ad obsequium 
promptiaaimi, neque vitie nequc ibrtunis propriis unquam peporcfire. 
Nobis autem dubium non eat quin majeatati vcstra; ca nectssitudo 
cum Sabaudite duce int«rcedat, eaque autoritas apud eum ait, ut 
intercessionc TcstrS ac propensae voluntatis significatione pax iatia 
roiseris, reditusque in patriam, et libertas pristina impetrari fucilUmS 
possit. Quod factum et majcatatc veatri dignum erit, et a prudcnti& 
atquo exemplo serenJssimorum mujorum Tcstronim non alienum: 
neque Boliim animoa veatrorura subditorum nc quid elbi unquam 
ejusmodl mctuant, magnopcrS confirmaTcrit, aed feederatoa etiam 
vestroa atque aocioB, qui eandem rcligionem sequuntur, observantiH 
longfi majore ac benevoleotiil majcstall vestrte dcvinxerit. Ad noa 
quod attinet, quicquid in hoc gcnere vel veslris concedetur, vel 
aliorum subditia vcatrft cauafl impetrabltur, id nobis non minus 
gratum, imo gratius profectft et antiquius crit emolumonto quovia 
olio atque commodo, ex iis qiue ab amicitiS majeetatia vcstne haud 
paur^ nobta polliccmur. Dabantur ex aul& nostrS Wcstmonasterii, 
25" MaU, 1655. 



The next document in thia collection ia a letter to the same King, 
dated in the following January. It demands satisfaction for the 
breach of the recent treaty by the Governor of Bellcislc, who had 
apparently tent aid to the pirate Dillon. This, ahhough not of tlie 
same general interest as the preceding, b nevertbclcsa deserving of a 
careful perusal, as a specimen of the fearless, straightforward manner 
in which the Protector conducted his foreign negotiationa. 
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LoDOvrco Gallls Rboi. 
Cum ea jam .cliiceat in majestate vestrd fides atquc 



ntcgnla 



principe sumino cUgna, quae tarn cxU'ria quitii vestris civibus juetitias 
fruc'tuB uberrimoa non proraittat soliim, eed etiam nunc Terat, i<l 
usque efl ignorasse Ecllffi-msulaj praiBidcin,* ut pacia focdua paulo 
ante Bancitum et promulgatum t inter ipsa initia, quie vel pce^mo 
cuique sancta esse solcnt, tarn apcrtS violare ausua sit pcrquSm sane 
miror. 

Ab RoLefto cnim Vessio navis Luaciniic, J qua; ox prsesidiariis 
hujus Reipublicre navibus una est, prsefecto dclatum nobis est Bellaj- 
insulie pnrsidein, quinto decimo Deeembris, alias ettam recentiils 
Dillonium qucndam piratam, hujus Reipublica; perduellera, non 
Bolum portu acccpisse, rebusque omnibus juvissc, vcrilm etiani navem 
quandam morcatoriam Kinsalcnscm ab eo captam contra Vessium 
defendisae, imft ipsani Dillonii priedaloriam navem navali pugn& 
fugatam nostrorum ex manibus oripuissc, quara alioqui vel cmpissct 
procui dubio vel depressisset. Hex contra fifidus recens initum, ciun 
Prtcaes ille eommiLtere nullo modo possit, quin majePtalem quoquc 
vestram paritcr atque dob Wiat arbitramur hac in re nihil esse quod 
& vobis postulemuB potiils quira expcctemus, sive in illuni Prsesidem 
aniraadvei'ti, sive nobis satiBlicri veliniua. Quod enim jua noslnim, 
id idem fide^ vestra fiederisque rcligio a vobismet ipsia scquS fiagitat. 
West. J&D. 1&5S-G. 

The third, in the form of Letters Patent granted to the German 
divine Peter George Romswinckcl, is a go<xl example of the early 
paegportt>, whieh were not, like their modern substitutes, mere per- 
missions to enter the territories of friejidly states, but letters of 
recommendation authorising the bearer to travel without molcetation 

• Ctoverncir of Ddleinlc-CD-Mer, ■ anmll iiland of Fnn», in tfan Btj of Uitoij, uu Ihe 
wulh ouut at t)riUn}i tnlora tha RavolutioD it bad ■ Kpiimte govBruor, bol ua« foniiii, 
«nlh the sdjoiDing lilflM of Uoiut uid HoiKlm, a cinton In lli« [|ep*rtni«il of Morliihsn. 

t ThualludeslotlicTre>tjDtWuttiiiDMcr,«inclii<]ei1aiillie3Ni>T. 1UC3. (TniiI?iilo 

i>aJi, il. t>. esi.) 

J Thr;.lii|i"Nlj!bUnc»lf." 
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througli the Jominions of the government by which they were 
granted, and to quit its ports in safety; for at that time no one could 
leave the shorcB, even of England, without permisdon. The value 
of the passport had reference rather to the departure of the traveller 
from hia own countiy llian to his landing abroad, although, as it 
generally expressed his position in society, and the object of his 
journey, it was often found of service at foreign couit«] and some- 
times, as in this instance, recommended the bearer to the good 
offices of friendly powers. 



Oliveeius Protectok Reip. Angi-iji:, &c, eunctia Regibus, Rebua 
Publicis, Principibua ac Civitatibus nobiscum fopderatis, nco 
nou aliis quibuscunque Protestantium religion cm profi- 
t«ntibua, od quoa liae nostra lilene pcrvenerint, S, D, 

Cum de religione td fere plerique sentiant atque in eo facilS 
acquiuscant, quod a mRJoribus aucepcrunt, jxiya quod ip», implorat^ 
ope diviua, proprio atudio ac laboie perccptum atque cognitura 
verum esse didicerunt; ed magis collaudandum onmiquu Christian^ 
charitate ampler ten it um, duximua harum literamm exhibitorem 
dilectum nobis Petrum Georgium Kom swine k el utri usque juris 
doetorcm; qui in superstitione poniificia natus atque innutritus et 
in efl honores amplos atque commoda adeptns (erat enim nuper 
protonotarius apoatoliciis, archic-piscopalis curiEe Colooiensia assessor 
et commissar! US, ac eanonicua liber S. Andrete in Colonia, et ad 
majora dcslinatus,) tamen quod amplissimo tcstimonio confirmatum 
nobis cat, divinai veritatis amore ductus. Deo aspirante, oEim ad 
indagandam Christianas religiouis ratiouem totA menle ineubuisset, 
non Buperstitione solum papali, verum ctiam commodis atque hono- 
ribus, quibiis in eA frucbatur, amplissimis relictis, orthodoxam lidcm 
et puriorem Dei cultum cum incerto exilio longe praeposiut. la 
quo ab iusidiis tiitior atque a contumeliis remutior pontificionim esse 
posset, ratiis banc rempublicam, id quod nos cxbtimari maxime 
volumus, oppressis ubieunque indigna acrvitute ClirisUanorum eon- 



^ 
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acientiig asylum at(]ue perfugium esse ccrtisramum ac liberriraum, 
in Angliam se recepit* Nunc k eereuissimA Principe ac Domintl 
derimcti Ducia in Symmeren vJdufl ad munua conaitiarii accersitus 
in Germaniam revertitur; quanquam si apud noa nianere vel reverti 
ad nos maluerit inire aliqnam rationem qiiibua ipsi provisura esse 
poaait, non gravabimur. Nostria itaquo ducibus, prsetectis, rainistris 
ac portuum curatoribus, navarchia item et classiariis nostris pneci- 
plnrna, ut hunc Doctorem Putmm (Jeorgium aine ullfl moleatii aut 
sarcinarum suarum peraci-utatione immimem ac libcrum terrft 
manque commcare ainani; legatia itidcm nostris, prolegatia et mi- 
nistria publicts, ubicunqiie gentium commorantibua, significatum 
atque praeceptum idem voluraus, uti eum, quibus rebua possint, 
adjuvent, eique patrocinentur. Oinnes dcniqiie regcs, respublicas, 
principes ac civitatcs nobis confcederatas magnoperS rogamus, ut 
eidom modia omnibus favere, siibvenire, auumque patroclnium im- 
pertiri vclint: id quod ipsos, pro buo erga religionera reformatam, 
ejusquc cultorcs noblsque'dilectos, pio studio, etiam non rogatos, 
libentissime fucliiroa eaae facile nobia persuaderous; adooque bascc 
literas ad earum Gdcm pleniiis facicndam, signo nostro obsignavimus. 

Tbe fourth la a letter from the Protector to Cliarles X. of Sweden 
recommending the above named Homswinctel lo hia particular 
regard, and bearing proof of the intimacy between these two great 

aupportcra of llie Protestant cause. 

Caholo Gustavo Sdecori'm Regi. 
Tametsi patentea literas noatraa huic dilecto nobia Petro Georgio 
Komewinckel utriuaque juris doctor!, &c, ml oinnea gcneratim Begca, 
Bcspublicas, Principea ac Potestalea nobiacum fccdcratas dedimus, 
quarum pnesidio, terrft manque, tuto ac libere commeare poaait, 
tamcn, ne quid ci a nobis vel patrodnii vel gratis defuisse videatur, 

■ It lull lung been tbe aim at tbe Engliih gOTornnieal la rendar tbi* oonnlrj tlia 
•ecuraal ntuge for nligioua and polilicst refugcca. who, il had been foand, brongbt with 
thuD • knowledge oT the arW »nd nMnuTactarea oT their nititp Undi. 
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qm Telictft auperstitione pontificife ad puriorem religionia cultum se 
receperit. Vis insuper singulatira datis ad majestatcm vesttam literia 
amplius municiidiim eum atque ornandum censulmus. Eique porro, 
si id petierit, uti facilem prasbere aditum, auresquc benignas, oppor- 
tune etiam auxiUo atque praeaidio esse velitia, rogamus. Si quid 
accident, in quo vobis pariter grati eccleBiieque utiles esse poterimus, 
ne ullam in nobis vel roluntatem vel ofBcium deeideratura sit 
majeetas vestra, perficiemus. 
West. Janii, 1656. 

The next is a congratulatoiy letter to the King of France upon 
the surrender of Dunkirk, and renews the ancient friemlship of tho 
two countries, which the ultramontaine policy of Louis XIV, in tlie 
matter of the Yauduis had much estranged. 

LuDovico Gallic Ekgi. 

Dunkirkam* dedidisse se majestati vestrte, eamque jussu vestro 
potestalia nostne statim esse factain, f jam ante fam§ oceepeTamus, 
Quam autem libcnti atque heto animo feceril majestas vc^tra, ut 
suam erga mc henevolentiam hdc in re testaretur, id litene imprimis 
Regiic, et cui ox lis literia iidcm omncm habeo, palatii vcstri ma- 
giater ordinarius abund^ mihi confirmavit; novamque attulit cum 
leetitia: turn axnicitiaj quoque veatne erga me inde perppeclas volup- 
tatcra. Ad hoc testimonium tametM apud me nihil potest autori- 
tatis accedcre, scribit tamen eadem pro officio suo noeter apud vos 
legatus, TestiTEque erga me voluntali GrmissimEe nihil non tribuit, 
Majeatas proinde vestra vicissim sibi persuadcat, nullum nostril ex 
parte neque etudium dcforc neque integritatcm, ad reliqua omnia 
quae convenerunt cfidem fide ac diligentiS pirestando atque hacteniia 
praatitimua. Dc ca;t«io, prosperos reriim succesaus et Bergam 



After tbe Raloration Dunkirh trti i 
1,000 dorins. when it ma maite b; Loui 
u »nb»equonUj nipuUlod bj the psBoe 
and the harbour filled up, i 
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pi-oxiine captain inajcstat'i veatrffi gratulor; taksque gratuktionem 
vices ut quam eKipiasiine inter noa recuiTunt, Deus Optimus Maximus 
litxlt. 

West. Junii, 1658. 
Then follows a letter to Cardinal Mazarin, at the instance of whom 
I.ouia XIV. aurrendt'fcd Dunkirk to the English in order to detach 
Cromwell from the alliance with Spain.* 

Caedinali Mazaeino. 
ReddittE nobis iinS cum rejps Uteris per niagistrum palatii ordina- 
rium Tcstra; litorte de captft urbc DuntirksL, nobisqno traditS, pratu- 
latoria;, non solum gratissiinie fuere, Iffititiamquc noatram reddidere 
cumulatinrem, veriira ctiam siogulares grotJaa eminentife vestnE 
imprimis rcferendaa anobia mcruere; cujua consilium atque autoritaa 
cum aummo crga me studio conjuncta ipaa milii prtebuit mateiiam 
gratulationia siue, hfec enim omnia quanUl cum fide ac benevoleDtia? 
summau aignificatione el vobis peracta aint, quanquam eminentlfi 
vcstrft hoc confirmante ita mihi satisractura est, ut nihil amplids 
desidcrem, tamen legatua apud regem nostcrf ac(!urat^ ad me singula 
Bcribendo nihil pnetermisit, quo aut me facere certiorem, nut vcetrss 
de ae reapondere opinioni possit. Ad mca promisaa quod attmctj 
cum pacts fide aervandS nihil mihi sancliua aut antiquiua ait, dabo 
operam ut intelligat eminentia vestra, ai quid sum cxJstimationis in 
rocfii fide repositiim esse putat, now [Menitcndum habere se pignua, 
quo confidat eandem mihi curam fore fidei mcfe et cxistimationia 
BUR!. Ilia sanctissimS servata, id quod In me quantum cat recipio ac 
apondeo, cum viderint omnes rem Gallicam conjunctione nostra non 
imminutam sed amplificatam atque auctam, spero futuram ct pcnfe 
auguror, ctiamsi invidiam virtutia ac dignitatis auic comltom emi- 
nentia voatra extinguere non poterit, et calumniaa taroen omnes 
focilo coniprimat, fructusque uberrimos consiliorum auorum nobiccum 
initorum pcrcipmt. 

West. Junii, 1GS8. 
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After thia act of courtesy on the part of the French government, 
Cromwell took occafiion to despatch to tlie court of Versailles Sir 
William Lockart, in order to cement more closely the alliance oT tlic 
two countries. His credentials follow, as also a letter to Cardinal 
Mazarin, who is complimente<i on the success of hia foreign policy, 
and the prosperity of the country under his administration. 

LuDovico Gallic Begi. 
Gulielmus Loekartus, cui has literas ad majestatcm vcstram dedi- 

miis pcrfcrendas, est natione Scotua, domi nobilis, nobis dilcctus. 
Bummfifiuc fide, virtute, ac morum integritatc notua. la ut in Gallic 
commorctur, sit<juc apud vos, qui et singularom mcam crga vestram 
majeatatem obscrvantiam, nee solum pacis consen-andie scd amicitiic 
quoque perpctuandx atudium significare vobia asaidu^ posaJt, amplis- 
simis inatructus mandatia a nobis est. Eum itaquc et bcnignS 
accipcre et, quotics opus crit, placid^ audire, qiueque nostro nomine 
ab eo dicta crunt ct confirmata, iis candem prorsus fidem habere 
vcliiia. ac si a nobiamct ipsis coram dicti ct confirmata esscnt, 
rogamus; ca cnim nos rata omnia snmus habituri; interim mnjestati 
tegnoquc vcatro pacata atqiie proapera omnia prccamur. 
West. Aug. 1038. 

Caiidjnali Mazakino. 

Cum vidoam vcstria consiliia ficlicissimi adminiatrari rem Gullicatn, 
et usque eo indies augcri, ut vestra inde aumina gratia, eummaqiie 
in rebus gcrendis auctoritaa merits augcacat simul et amplificctnr, 
quom cum literis atque mandatis ad Kegem legavi, cundem ctiam 
veatrse emincntiaj quam maxim^ commcndandum ease duxi, Gulicl- 
mum Loekartum, vinim domi nobilem, nobia'ct conjunct issimum et 
aiiigulari fide spectatum. Qnaproptcr et ea qute ab ipso communl- 
cata noatro nomine vobis cnmt pro nostria luiberc, ct ea qute vos 
viciffiim commimicanda ccnaebilis, recto ipsi commitlerc atque con- 
ercderc mvA fide cmincntia vestra potent; simut ct hoc ampliiiaex 
eodom cognoscere, quod et nunc et jam saspiiis prolitcor, de vcstria 

CAMD. soc. c 
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maximis in Galliam mcritis qu&m praccUre scntiam, vcstra3<jue lautli 
ac dicrnitati quatitopcre faveain. 
West Aug. IMS.' 

The following letter shews tlio laudable efforts made by the Com- 
monwealth Goveniment to suppress the Algorine and Sallcc pirates, 
who in the cavly part of the seventeenth century infrstt'd all the 
seas of Europe, anil frequently landed on the atasts of England, 
burned the unprotected vUlftgcs, and carried off the inhabitanta into 
perpetual Bervitudo beneath the acorching sun of Africa. This was 
one of the many causes which provoked the civil war in the rdgn 
of Charles I. 

PiiiLirPO HispANiAHUM Regi. 

Cum non ita pridfiin post recuperatam libcrtatcm ct rcstitutam 
divinis auspiciis Anglonim Reinpublieain a aumraia totius gcn^a 
Ordinibus decrctuio in Parlamento, nccnon edicto cdito promtdga- 
tura sit Telle atque admodum cupero populum Anglicanum, et 
quod ad se attinct, operam daturum, ut quae slbi amioitia cum cxteris 
quibuscunquc nationibus, vel antiquiUB vel reccna interccdit, sarla 
teeta conservetur, aut ctiaia, rodintegrato, si opus essct, foadere 
renovetur; ciimquc summa eadem Parlamenti autoritas ad repri- 
mcndoE toto jam infestos man piratas, imu ad cominunem oinniura 
qui more navigant utilitatem, classum jam alteram parandam dcvrc- 
verit, ciquc illustrlEsimuni virum dominum Odoardum Poppamum 
pneesse jusserit, hac de re certiorcra facere majestatem vestram, pro 
eo qui Angtorum genti cum Ilispanis asdduus propter ncgotia 
UEUS et amicitia est, summi ordines par ct a^quiun censuerunt, huud 
dubitantes si claaeia hxc, aut ejus ex numcro navb fort£ aliqua in 
qumUbet regnl vestri- loca, vel vi tempcstatia delata fiierit, vel ad 
naves rcflcicndas, aut ad commeatum, ct si qua alia ejus generis 

* Tliu note IB nilqoined lij Dsiiit] Skinnur : " Ne imprunanluc has quinquo liuciE, o»- 
Undant eajm Unlum nndeclm Mtjuonu* litcnu cms >aa ardiDO inMrenilas. 

" SsquODUa HDcleciin liCene qux PaHomuDti noiniiio conacriptiu aunt, qaia tempu* quo 
daliantur ■ubHriptDm non hnbutit, intctendii! aunt ad flnom libri primi, poat illu qaB> 
•criptiimb (nmpiu Daiucriplum habcnl, ciquo wrie quun nun 
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classi opus sunt, aufiplcndum atquc justo prc'tio comparondum ultrd 
appulcrit, quin majcstas veatra per ocants ditiones HispaniK portus 
tuto ac libere aive appi-llendi, sivc sublatis anchoriB abeundi, eive ad 
tempus alicubi liaerendi facidtatem benigne concesaura sit. De c«tero 
quoniiun Odoardus Poppamus claasia liiijiia Anglicante prsefuctus, de 
Ms et hujuamodi rebua qua; ad amiciliam et utriusqnc gentis emu- 
lumcntmu epcctant, mondata nostra pleniseime acccpil; cum quein 
ille miscrit uti benigne audiat majestaa veatra, eique ut omnibus 
modis humarater faveat, fidemque habeat rogamus. 
WeetmoiiMterio. 

The remaining five letters are addressed respectively to tlic Duke 
of Savoy, the Grand Duke of Tuscany, John IV. King of Por- 
tugal, and Charles X. of Sweden, and demand restoration of the ships 
and goods, of English merchants detained in their several dominions. 



Dtici Sabaddi.*:. 

Navis cujusdam Domini, eui nomen Bonavento" L< 
HcnricuB Mortinua magister, apud nos conquesti sunt, cam navera 
variifl mercimoniis onustain, qua; librarum viginli quinque millibus 
icstimata sunt, dum Gtnoam et Liburnuin f vereiia eiirauni tcncrct, 
ab nave GallicS, quic quadraginta aex tormcnla bellica virosque 
trecentoa ct quinquaginta portabat, diplomalis obtcntu ab vcstrft 
regali celsitudine concessi, captam fuisse, vestrumque in portum, 
qujii Villafranca vulgi) dicitur, vi abductam, ibiquc rctcntam. Quas 
(acta, cum amicitia; et solito prius imui, qui AngliiB vcstris cum 
ditionibus intercessit, minime conveniant, juatum ac necessarium 
ease duximus, eorum ob causam, quorum hoc interest, hujus Rei- 
publlcfe elves cura eint, vestram cclsitudinera hac de re certiorem 
&ccre; qui in re uti suis quamprimum velit mandare, navis 
ilia cum bonis omnibus ac mercibua sine ullii ampliiis interpositS 
inor4 dictis Dominis reddatur, poatulamua; utquc illia damna etiam 
atqne impensK rependantur, qiiaa inter banc delationem fecerant. 

• TliL " Wdcooif" of Unilun, t Uglioni in TuK«n}. 
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CumquG justissima hroc, nccnon ^eqiuaBuna poetulatio sit, baud dubU 
tamus, quin celsitiido vestra rcfjalia euum ei ■ assensum Ubentissimfe 
(>ra!bituraBit,ail)ique perauadeat, a qui cjusmodi su&ex parte occasio 
i'uerit, parem se Eequitatcm Lujufl Hclpublicie parem erga fle benevo- 
lontiam esse cKpcrturuin. 

West. 

Febdinando Dcci Magno Hetkuhls:. 
Ostendunt nobis per guppticem libeUum Joannes Dethicus ordinis 
apiid nos equestris, Joannes Goldus, .Joannes Liinbcrius • aliiquc liinc 
inercatores ee navem suam, cui nomen latinum Bona-recuperatiu f 
Londinensis, mcnsc Januario, 1654, ex initA societaU; instruxisse, ct 
mercibua onerasse, elque navi quendara nomine Joannem Marvinum 
pneTecisse, uti cum oil is in mari Mediterraneo mcrcaturam fuccrct; 
in quil facicndft ilium satis uberi cum qu^stu ex eo tempore ad 
hunc usque diem ils in locis esse vcrsatum; vurilni adduci hactcniis 
nuUo modo posse aut negotiorum monim ant quajstus illius rationem 
ullam 8ociia inercatoribus roddat, BB3pitiB licet appellatus; se valdfl 
suspicari esse illi in animo, nave ac mercibus eociorum interversb, 
doinum niinqiiam rcvcrti; sibi autem esse exploratum atquc com- 
pertum, ilium intra duos menses ad portum Libumensom, qui portua 
in veBtrd ditJonc est, esse appulsurum. Peto itaquc a. celatudinc 
vcstrfi etiam atquc ctiam, ut pro suo juslitiic studio, nolit ilium maluj 
fidei uauelerum in patrocinium suum recipere, neve quid uicrcatorum 
prouuratoribus impedimento esse sinat, quuminus [lossint ct navcm 
bonaque recui>crare; et reddendum negotiorum rationcin a pnefecto 
navis cxigcre. Dcus celsitudini vcstne iausta omnia conccdat. 

WcBtnionasterio, Apr. 19, IGSD. 

ElIIEH. 

Queritur apud nos Jacobus Modilbrdus mcrcator bona quralam 
sua ad portum Libumensem navibua delata ab Umfrcdo Sidneto 

■ Id 1C'2A, June 8, tlicre ii a letter from the Commlwaiion of tho NikTj to Edw. 
Niclioliu, Kcruur; to tba Ouke of Uockiiighuti, iiia^iug liim to pn>our« tho <tukii'» 
lomtiit fur Mr. Uin>H.'r}*s pmant ein|ilo}nieuL 

+ 'l1i<)"Uai<i>>-Ei>tni»»" of Losilon. 
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negotiatoTG etiam Anglo, Italorum quonmdum opcrft f.re<litorum 
ejus, circa aimum 16d2, detcnta in portu contra jus omne, eibiquc 
ablata esse, euumque illic procuratorem qui nihil non egit quo bona 
ilia recuperare possit, nihil hactenfis profiecre. 

Cum itaque cE pctitor et reus mister civia uterque Mt, cclratudi- 
ncra vestrara rogo, bona ilia Bummam per injuriam erepta justo 
domino reatitui quamprimum jnbeat, causaraquc totani nostnc cog- 
nitioni velit remittere: ut si quid juris habcat Sidncius, poseit si 
videbitur, nostro in foro cum populari suo apud nostros judic-es patrii 
lege experiri; ubi icqua utrinque dJmicatio futura c-st. Id in)bi8 
gratissimum cclsitudo vcstra fccerit; quam Deo Optimo Maximo 
commendatam volumus. 

WeBtmoaasterio, Apr. 19, 1669, 

JOANNI PORTDGALLIJE ReQI. 
Edidit nobis per libcllum aupplicem Franciscus Ilurdidgius Lon- 
liinonsis, se annia 1649 ct 1650 navis prajfcctum binominls, Mange 
Bcilicet et Joannis, per oram Angola; atque Brasilia; commcrcia quse- 
rentcm a Lusitanis cum nave ac mercibus, quaa septuagiea mille 
coronatis icatimat, captum atque detcntum fuisse; earn navcm poatea 
Hollandos Lusitanis eripuisse. Cum itaque ex proximo firdere inter 
alios hujus etiam pc U tori s usque edhabita ratio fuerit; ut S rcgo 
Portugallite vicies quinquics mille coronatorum illi ad damna aarci- 
enda solverentur, a majestatc vestr£l magnopcrS conttrndo, ut huic 
homini, quern sane ad angustiam rei fatniliaiis rcdactum hac calami- 
ta,tc esse arbitror, qua; assignata est ex pacio pcciuiia primo quoquc 
tempore curetur. Dcum oro uti pergat majeatatcm vcstram rcmc^uc 
Lusitanam tueri, sicuti facit, atque augere. 
WestmoDoaterio, Apr. 1659 

Carolo Gustavo Sitecorum Reoi. 

Dcfert ad ine David Fithius mercator, se ante mensem vel circiter 

cum curatoribu9 noatris rerum navalium contraxisac, ut centum 

quiuquaginta cannabis Rigcnsis cuUeos sive tunnos quos vocant, 

clussis nostitu usibus pra^torct;- ct i-annablm quidem earn jam cBso 
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Riga;* comparatam, navcm etiam onerariam hinc Bolvero pOratatn, 
in quam cannabis illic impwnatur, ot ad claBscm nostram cujuB para 
jam Balticum versus ad aubsidium vpstrum navigavit, commoduin 
deportetur; vcrum Be accepisse recentius, edbtisse majestatcm veB- 
tram ne quis Rig&, nisi aingiilari permissii regio, cannabim exportet; 
aon posse ergo se stare contractb nisi amittendfu cum navia turn 
mercis periculum adire velit. Rogo itaque majestatem vcstram uti 
8uia Uteris ad prffifectum Rigas scriptis huic Davidi liccntiam expor- 
tanda; cannabis tot poudcra quot sc suppcditatumm classis nostrae 
curatoribus teceplt nominatim velit concedcrc. Id eiit et nobis 
gratissimiun et vestris uti spero rationibus non alienum, quibupdamf 
nostras tarn arete conjunximus, quam conjunctionem ab Optimo 
maximoque Deo precor, ut ad gloriara euam velit utrique gcnti bcnfe 
ntquc fceliciter evcnire. 
West. Apr. 1659, 

Skinner's transcript also supplies the datee of several of Milton's 
letters, alroady printed, which being of use to the lustorian I hcie 
subjoin. The collations must be left for a future edition of Milton's 
ProBO Works: 

" Johanni IV. Lusitaniae Regi," which stands as letter 6 in the 
edition of 1676, is dated " Wcstmonasterio, Feb. 24, 1G49-50." 

Letter 25. " Hanseaticarum Civitatum Proeonsullbus ac Sena- 
l^iribus," is dated " Westmonastcrio, Apr. 16, 1652." 

Letter 31. " Ferdinando Secundo Magno Duci Hctruriiu," 
" Westraonaaterio, Sept. 2, 1652." 

Letter 34. Eidem, " Wcstmonafiterio, Nov. 9, 1652." 

Letter 36. " Venetiarum Duci," " Weslmonaetorio, Dec. 29, 1652." 

Letter 38. " Frcdcrico Ilo^ieili Norwegia; Duci," &c. " Wcst- 
monoatcrio, July 2, 1653." 

Letter 40. " Illustribus et Amplisaimia Consulibus," &c. " Wust- 
monastcrio, Oct. 8, 1653," 

* Big* wu at Ihia tins ip the poMenion of tho Swedei, hming lieen Uhon h} Gualaiiu 

Adolphui : it wu butognd l,]r (ho Ruauuna iu Infill, but witliunl nBart, an>l ilid nut HimIIj 

■urrcnder till 17IU. wlum Palor tlw nnol uinoxcd it Iu the Kumub gui|>ln;. 

t Bio )n MD. 1^ quibun}*ni, 
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Letter 46. " Carolo Gustavo Sueoomm Regi," for " 4 Julii, 1654 " 
rcftd "Julii U, 1654." 

Letter 47. " Lodovico Mendcao de Haro." " Wcstmonasterio, 
Sept. 4, 1654." 

Letter 49. " ConsuUbus ac Senatoribus Civitatia BremenBifl," for 
" AJbli A\dfl, Oct. 26, 1654," read " Weatmonaaterio, Oct. 5, 1654." 

Letter 50, " Illualrisaimo Princlpi Taiendno." " Westmonafi- 
tcrio, Apr. 4, 1655." 

Letter 51. " Immanucli Sabaudiffi Diici." for " Alb& Aulfi, May, 
1655," read " Westmonastcrio, May 10, 1655," or according to tho 
official copy, " Dabantur ex AuU nostra Wcstmonasterii, 25 Maii, 
aoQo 1656." 

Letter 53. " Carolo Gustavo Suecorum Rcgi." " Westmonas- 
terio, Maii, 1655." 

Letter 54. " Federali Belgii Ordiuibua." " Westmonaatcrio, Junii, 
1655." 

Letter 65. " Joanui Quarto Lusitanite li^gi." " Wcstmonasterio, 
Aug. 1658." 

Letter 88. " Gulielmo Hassisc Langravio," for " Die Martii, 
1656," read " Martii, 1657." 

Letter 1 12. " Cardinali Mawirino," " May 25, 1655." 

Letter 122 " LcopoLdo Austriic Archiduci," " Westmonastcrio, 
Aug. 1658." 

Letter 132. "Cardinali Mnzarino," for "29 Feb. 1658," read 
"Feb. 19, 1658." 



In addition to the Ictlcra preserved in Skinner's tmnficHpt several 
original compositions of Milton bave been found in the foreign c.or- 
refipondence in the State Paper Office, whicli have been identified 
by means of the entries in the Onlor Books of the Council of State. 
Of thia nature is the following l(-tter <lated March 1648-9, probably 
the lirat written by Milton in hie official capacity. For on the 15th 
of ll>o same month wc lind it ordered " Tbut Mr. John Milton be 
employed as Setretary lor Ftircign tongues to this Council; and that 
lio hav^ ihe same Balttiy which Mr, Weckherlyn formerly hud fuz' 



16 PArERS ItELATISG TO MILTON 

the Barac service," This cntiy is followed on the 22nd by an order, 
" That llie letters now read, lo be sent to Hamburgh in behalf of tho 
Company of M«x:hantB-Adventurcr8, be approveil; and that they 
be translated into Latin by Mr, Milton." This, although eufficicnt 
of itself to identify the production as Milton's, is further corroborated 
by an entry of the 26th, ordering " That the letters now brought in 
by Mr. Milton to the senate of Hamburgh be approved; and that 
Mr. Isaac Lee, deputy of the Company of Merchant-Adventurers 
there, shall be appointed agent for the delivery of them." it bo 
happens that this letter b endorsed as not having been delivered, 
but brought bock by Jfr. Lee; which conlirmB beyond a doubt the 
inference originally drawn from the date and purport of the letter. 
It is therefore to be presumed either that this letter wa^ omitted 
from Skinner's Collection, by reason of Milton not having preserved 
a duplicate copy, he not having as yet taken possession of hia official 
lodgings'in Whitehall, or that it was considered unofficial, not having 
been delivered ; wliichever of these conclusions we prefer It ia equally 
valuable to the biography of Milton, as tho earliest evidence of his 
official employment. 

Senatus Populusque Anglicanus Magnitieo et Amplissimo Civltatis 
Hamburgensis Senatui, Salutem, 

Magnifici, amplissimi ct apeclabiles viri, amici chariasimi, quantis 
bcllorum incendiis, idque fere civilium, per hanc tetatem (quod sapi- 
entissimo Deo sic visum est) univcrsa pen& Europa eonflagravit, vos, 
quanqiiam ips! 8umm& jamdiu pace utenlcs ignorarc non polestls. 
In quam communem ealamitatera tametsi nos. eodem omnipotcnte 
Doo sic volente, plerisquc ca^teris posteriorcs incidimus, dilatio tainen 
ista numinis, quiequid tarJitute nobis pcpcrccrat gravitate tandem 
malurura qua; pei-posai sumus £aalo eompensnvit ; quorum lonia 
procul dubio ad voa perv'cnit, dolorJa certe Ecnsus nostris omnium 
animis infixus, et aeerbissima ubiquc intestini belli vestigia etiamnuin 
apud nos manent. Verum tot aaTimnis et laboribus Dei bonignitate 
pcrfuBcti, port bella, inducias, coUoquia, ct tentata neqtucquam 
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omnia, quibus Ubertatem plane ndeinptara atque armiB de integro 
partam conservare possomiia, nihil pulclirius, aut ad salutcm populi 
accommodatius ease duximiis, quam siipcrbum rcgni doininatuin in 
civilatia libera; forniam coovertere, et serritulis jiigum eenie! potiua 
& cervicibua nostris dejicere quam p^rpotuas cam ob rem diniica- 
tion«!, et repetitam totiea belli alcam contra novos subindo dominna 
tentare. Conlidimua ctiam fore, uti Deus, cujua auspiciia et poteuti 
auxilio devictos acie tyraniioa insigni suppiicio affecimus, 06 uonailia 
nostra et studium oninc diiigut, ut justiciam et pacem, quoad fieri 
potest, ante omnia colainiia. Cum itaqiie tanta rerum conver&io apud 
nos facta alt, aiquum cenBUimus od vos ba?e scrlbcrc; adeoque Domi- 
num laacum Lee* Societatia Advcnturaria; npiid voa pneicctum 
oratorcm nostnim eonstituimuB, eique in mandatis dediinus, ut vos 
in Senatu adcat, atque bac de re certiores facial; simnl ut sciatis 
qtiam cupimiia et studemns pacta omnia, con\cutloneB, et Hcdera 
quie Anglonim genti cum civitate vestrfl negotiandi causfi (quod 
utrorumque oomtnodo fiat) intereedunt, quantum in nobis est, per- 
aanct^ observari. Petlmua ad biGC, ut qui mercatores nostri apud voa 
commoraiitur, iis prlvilcgiis et immunitatibus frui poasint, de quibus 
inter utramque gcniem novissimfe convcnit; utquc eos aut!ioritat« 
vestra contra vim et contunielias improbonim hominum tueri velitis, 
qui in patrift bu& tjTannorum purtibus addicti, et ob inidta exinde 
maieficia domo proi'ugi in popularea euos libcrtatia publican umantea 
infcBtum ubique gentium et liostilem animum gcrunt. Vos autem 
hoc persuasisaimum babeatia, nos ctiam bis dilBcillimis reipublicaj 
nostra temporibus, vestris civibus (idem omnein atquc incolumitatem 
prspatitisse et pncstituros ultra recipimus ; ut intclligatis qukm 
nobis cnne sit, araicitiam illam et nccessitudinera quaJ populo AngU- 
cano cum aniplissimfi vestra civitate perantiqua cat, nullfi ex paric 
clare dicare. Valcte. Datum a palatio Westmonastericnsij 2*° Aprilis. 
anno 1649, stylo Angliie. 

GuiJELMUS Lenthali, senatus populique Angliae orator. 

* The cofrupondeDce relutiva to Leo's embnHj a cxluit in Uie Suie Paper Offlrc. 
Himliufgb Curmpondi^DPF, ISiH. 

CAMD. 80C. V 
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Dorto. — The letter to the Senate of Hamburgh, not delivered;] 
sent back by Lee, 2 April, 1649. 

Second only to the famous dcspatcli addressed to the Duke of 
Savoy is the eloquent oration Intended to be delivered by Sir 
Samuel Morland in the hearing of the duke, Written in the same 
band as the other official copies of Milton's letters, and in a style 
which proves its identity of source, this oration will be hailed by the 
admirers of the poet, whose " prose writings," in the language of & 
modem critic, " abound with passages compared with whicli the 
finest declamations of Burke sink into insignificance," aa an example 
of Ilia powers in a new field of eloquence. 

S. R. C. Misit me sercnissimus Dominua Olivarius Reipublicse 
Angrue, Scoti33, et Uibemiie Protector ad regales celsitudinea 
vestias, quibus et salutem plurinaam dial, vitamque ct princi- 
pBtum diutumnm prosperosque rcrum omnium succcssus, inter 
plausua et vota populorum suorum summo cimi afieutu animi et 
eingulari erga serenitates vestras studio exoptat. Atc^ue id meritis 
quidem vcstris, aive quia praciarain indolcm cclsitudinura vcs- 
traxum regiamque progeniem, summam denique de tot celsissimis 
virtutibus expcctationem omnium intueatur sive antiquam regum 
nostrorum cum familifi regi& Sabaudiensi necessitudinem evolutis 
renim monumcntis, meraori& recolucrit. lie vero quanquam 
adolesceutem fateor, nee rerum iisu satis maturum, tamen et regiia 
veatris cclsitudinibus addictissimitm, et totius nomiuis Italici stu- 
diosissimiun visum est mco domino sereuissimo ac bcnignissimo, 
etiam magnis de rebus mittore. Fertur apud antiquoa Crcesi Blius a 
natur& fuisse prosus eliJiguis. lllc aulcm cum primura militem 
quendam pairi suo vulnus intcnlantem viderci, linguam protinus 
Gxpedivit, nimirum baud alitcr mea roa agitur, cujus linguam bodie 
solutam redduDt nupcrrima ilia atj^ue cruenta matrls ecclesia: vul- 
nera, siquidera res tnagnsB diccndie sunt, quibus multorum aalua 
^ spea omnis conlinctur, quie in hoc tola est posita, si 
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regalium vestranim celsitudiniim irritatoa erga Be animos, omni suft 
fide, obediential, huinillimisquc precibus lenire atquc placarc pote- 
nint ; quorum inopum ad causam quara quidem vcl ipsa commise- 
ratio meiiorem faccre videatur, ctiam serenissimus Protector Anglis 
deprecator accedit, vestrasque cclsitudinea regiaa Bummo opere 
rogat atque obsecrat, uti misericordiara auam hisee pauperrimis et 
ejectissimis subditis auis impcrtire dignentur; illia nimirum, qui 
radices Alpium et valles quasdam in dilione vestra Jncolentea, Pro- 
tostantiura religioni sua nomina dcdfire. Audivit enim, quod nemo 
ceidtudinum vestranim rcgalium voluntate factum esae dixerit, 
DiiaerriraoB illoa partim k veatria copiis esse crudelitcr occisoa, partim 
vi expulsoe, domoque, patri& exturbatos, adeoquc sine lare, sine tecto, 
inopes, omnique ope dcstitutos, per asperrima [oca, atquc inhospita, 
monteaquc nivibiis coopcrtos, cum suia conjugibua ac liberia vagari. 
Quid enim per bos dies, modo vera eiut qiue fama hodi^ ubique 
locorum refert (atque utiiiain fama jam mcndax cssct I) inausum inte- 
meratumve illia ; passim fumantia tecta, et laeeri artus ct cruenta 
buraus, lm6 vero atuprata; virgines injcctis in ventrem vi lapillia, 
misere efflarunt animaa, aenes et morbis laborantes mandati tu?re 
flaramis, infantum autem alii in saxa conttiti, aliorum cocta et co- 
mesta* cercbra, scilicet horrendum scclus, nee prius audltum, et 
8Kviti&, bone Deua, quantd si hodio reviviscant omnes omnium tem- 
porum et astatum Nerones, quantus illis pudor eseet, quippfe qui niliil 
unquam adeo inhumanum excogitasscnt ; veriim enimvero exhor- 
rcBcunt angeli, mortaleg stupent, scd et ipsum cajlum clamoribua 
liisce attonitum esse videtur, ipsaque terra diffiiso tot hominum 
innocuorum sanguine erubescere. Noli aumme Deus, noli vindictam 
quiercre huic facinori debitam ! Tuus, Christe, sangtiia eluat banc 
maculam; vcrum hroc ordine, ut gesta sunt, aut iiadem diutiua 

• AUotstion of Thomm Quiot, surgeon, nnd Francu Pr», touching tho bulling and 
Uling of Ibe bniinB of same uftbg poor ProleaUatB during tbe heat of Ihe ouB«ii:re in tlia 
jeu 16&B. nude T Oct. 16S5. Sir Samnel Moriand'ii Hiatary of Ihe Evangelical Cburchei 
In Piedmonl, p. 33S, In which hook tevenl other initaocea of cannibaliBm um] revolting 
urneltits practiaed on die ProtatantB of tho Alpine vulleya are rahitetl. 
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inJioerere, nee meum Mt, et quid serenissimua uieus domuHie & celrf- 
tudinibuG vestris rcgidibiis petot, ex ipsius Uteris meliiig inteUigetis. 
Qiias literas regiia vestris OTlsitudinibuB omni cum obscrvantj^ 
debitoqUG cultu dare sum jussuB, quibiia, si celsitudinos vestiie 
regales id quod magnopcre Bperamus primo quoqtie tempore 
respoDsum, indulgcbunt, el rem gratissimara Domino Protectori qui 
rem att4 menle reposuit, totique Reipublicse Anglian fecerlnt, et 
multis millibus afflictissimorum hominum, qui suo ex nutu pendent, 
vitam, Balutem, spiritum, patriam, atquc fortunas, miscratione sua 
regiifl Buis celaitudinibus dignissim& restituerint, et me tam cgregi^ 
EufB dementis nuntiura fceliciesimum eummo cum gaudio, et eel- 
nssiniaruiD virtutum suaium pnedicatione, devinctisaimum etiam in 
omne tempus cclsitudinibus buIs regiis reducem in patriam, dimi- 
serint. 

There is also a treatise, wliicb ought to be included in the col- 
lections of Milton's prose works, preserved in the State Paper Office, 
and anoiher copy amongst the IGng'a Pamphlets in the British 
Museum (No. 539, art. 8), for, although it does not bear liis name, 
there is direct evidence in the Oi'der Books of the Council of State 
that it was written by bim at the command of the Parliament. It 
bears the following title: 

Scriptum Parlamentj Beipublicie Angliie de iis qute ab Kao 
repub. cum Potestatibus Foederatarum Belgii ProviDciarum Gene- 
lalibus et quibus progresaibus acta sunt, deque controversiis in prse- 
sentia exortis, quibus prsedictie potcstatcs occasionem proebucre. 

Adjicitur et Responsum Parlamenti ad Temas Chartulaa a Dominis 
Legatis Potcstatum tieneralium Extraordinariis, ex occasionc pugote 
navalis inter Anglonuu et Belgarura classes conecrta. 

UnS cum illtUB pugna?, sicuti commissa est, nnrrntione. 

Poetrcmo scripta ilia in unum collata qua^ inter Parlaniontum Rei- 
pub. Anglise ot D. Adrianum Pauw, Lcgatum Ftedcrataruni Belgii 
Provinciarum Extraordinarium, cum de pace agerent, ultro citroquc 
reddila sunt. Londini. Typis Du-Gardianis, anno Domini 1652. 
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- So early aa the 26tL of June, 1650, we find it ordered * that the 
Declaration of Pariiument " be translated into Latin by Mr. Milton, 
into Dutch by Mr, Hauk, f and into French by Monsieur Augier." 
Ita publication was however delayed for a time pending the nego- 
tiatione, till at length, the demands of the Dutch being considered 
inadmissible, the Council of State issued another order, dated I3th 
of July, 1652, dii-ecting Mr. Thurloe to "appoint fit persons to 
translate the Parliament's Declaration into Latin, French, and 
Dutch;" which was followed by an order, dated July 20, " to Mr. 
Dugard to speak with Mr. Milton concerning the printing the 
Declaration ; to be sent to each of the ambassadors and public 
ministers in town, and also to the public ministers of thie common- 
weaitli abroad." 

This was a delicate and important trust, for bo great was the 
doubt entertained as to the justice of &e war, that Admiral Penn, 
the fsithcr of the founder of PennsylTania, after the commencement 
of hostilities, wrote to Cromwell, 

" My Lord, I find tlie most, and indeed those that are best 
principled and most conscientious of our commanders, doe much 
desire some information of the justness of our quarrell with the Hol- 
lander, which they doe not in the least doubt of, yett I find them some- 
what troubled and dejected for theyr ignorance in that poynt, &c. 
" Your Exeellencyes most faithful servant, 

" Will. Penn. 
"From on board the Trjumpli, in the Downes, 2 Juae, 16^2."! 

If such were the feelings of the sailors, we may imagine the 
doubts which perplexed more fastidious minds, before the publica- 
tion of this manifesto, more especially as the Dutch had printed a 
specious Declaration in English (a copy of which is preserved in the 
State Paper OIBce§), which they caused to be circulated in England, 

• Order Booki of Ihe Cuuncil ot Stale, 

t Ut. Theodors Huk, ■ weil-knowii scholar and Ppllaw of the Rojal Swielj. tnD>- 
latcd the flnt <ax books of Ihe Pundiie Loal into Gcniuii in 1723. 
t Originil Suta Letter*, &c., prewrred bj Milton, p. 87. 
f Holland Cormpondenes, lflG3. 
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caUing on all Iionest men to oppose bo iniquitous a course as a war 
between tlic two commonwealths, which must malerlally weaken 
the Protestant iutcreat in Europe. But bo efficacious was the 
arrangement which Milton adopted in appending the whole of the 
correspondence to the Parliamentary Declaration that the scruples 
which had previously disturbed our captains vanished, and the 
victories of Blake re-established the English supremacy on the ocean. 
Tliis treatise, which is of great historical value as explaining one 
of the moat difficult episodes in the history of the English Common- 
wealth, is doubly interesting as being almost the last public service 
performed by Milton before the complete failure of liis sight, which 
occurred in the latter part of the year 1652, as we learn from hi« i 
letter to Leonard Philaras,* (fiileenth of his Latin epistles,) as also 1 
from an allusion in his letter of Feb. 21, 1652-3, to the President. J 
Bradshaw, in which he asks that Mr. Marvell may be appointed] 
to aid him in his office of secretary. 

My I-oRB,f — But that it would be an interruption to the publicly?] 
wherein yo'' studies arc perpetually imployd, I shoald now and then 
venture to supply this my enforced absence w"* a line or two, though it 
were my onely busines, nad that would be noc slight one, to make my due 
acknowledgments of your many favours ; which I both doe at this time, 
and ever shall; and have this farder, which I thought my parte to let you 
know of, that there will be with you to-morrow, upon some occasion of 
busincs, a gentleman whose name is Mr Marvile; a man whom, both by 
report and the converse I have had with him, of singular desert for the 
State to make use of; who alsoe offers faimselfe if there bo any imploy- 
ment lor him. His futlier was the minister of Hull, and he hath spent 
fonre yeares abroad in llotlaud, France, Italy, and Spaine, to very good 
purpose, as I bcleeve, and the gaineing of those four languages; besides 
be is n scholler and well read in tlie Latin and Greeke authors; and m>e 
doubt of an approved conversation, for he corn's now lately oui of the 
house of the Lord Fairefax, who was generall, where he was intrusted to 
^ve some instructions in tlie languages to tlie lady his daughter. If upou 



t SUte Paper Offlc 
umlulng nunc. 



the Duke orpunik to LoUiaXIT. an AUionlon Itf biith. 

, Dam. CvTT., 1668. Thi> latter iiu tiesn printed bjTodd, but 
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!i of Mr. Wateriey [Weckherlyn"], the councell abnll tliinke tbat 
eed aay assistant in tLe performance of my place (thoitgh for my 
A I find noe encumberaace of that which biUongs to ine, except it be 
in point of attendance at conferences with aiubussadora, which I must 
confesse in my condition I am not fit for,) it would be hard for them to 
find a man soe fit every way for that purpose as this gentleman, one who 
I beleeve in a short time would be able to doe them as good service as 
Mr. Ascan,' Tliis, my Lord, I write sincerely, without any other end 
then to jierforme my dutcy to the publick, in helping them to an able 
servant ; laying aside those jealosies, and that emulation, which mine owne 
condition might suggest to me, by bringing in such a coadjutor; and 

My Lord, your most obliged and faithfull servant, 

John Milton, 
Fur tbo Hononnble the Lord Brad>h>». Feb. the 21, 1652. 

From tliis letter, it has been argued tbat Milton was not entirely 
blind at tbe time of its indit«mcnt, because tlio letter iteelf is in the 
same hand as the signature, and tbereibre must be bolograph.f 
This however ia not the case, as any one may be convinced who 
takes the trouble to compare it witli other known specimens of 
Milton's hand, one of the latest of which will be found in iho State 
Pa]>er Office amongst the Composition Papers, J bearing date 25 Feb. 
1660. And we may be sure that Milton would not have spelled 
his friend Marvell's name Marvile, nor his assistant Weckherlyn, 
Wakerleyj still less likely was he to have changed Anthony Ascliam, 
whom in all his foreign despatches he spells correctly, into Mr. 
Ascan. This may, therefore, be referred to, as perhaps the earliest 
example of a letter purporting to be from Milton being signed 
by & strange hand, and ia strong evidence that his blindness was 
already complete. 

Notwithstanding the deprivation of sight, Milton continued not 

* Aatban; AacLam senL uabuwador to Pliilip IV. of Spain From tlic EngtUi Conuaon- 
iraBltb. Miltou'i Lettcn oT Slate, I Feb. IQig-SO. 
t Note* and Queriei, Secoail Scries, So, 123, p. 372. 
I Fint Serie*, tdI. xII. No. 1203. 
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only to be consulted in matters of political importance, but, as we 
learn from the narration of Whitelock,* was actiyely employed on 
occasions in his secretary's office. When the Swedish ambassador 
Lagerfeldt was desirous of having the treaty ratified which had 
been concluded in 1656, and the delay was excused to him, because 
the articles had been sent to Milton to be translated into Latin, he 
exclaimed in surprise, ** it seemed strange to him that there should 
be only one man in England, and that man blind, capable of putting 
a few articles into Latin." 

The authentic copy of this treaty is preserved in the State Paper 
Office, and has never been included in Milton^s prose works ; but, as 
the material portion of it is printed in the Recueil de Traites de 
Paixf and other collections, it has not been thought proper to give it 
here. It was probably on occasion of the commencement of this treaty 
in 1654, while Christina was queen of Sweden, that Milton addressed 
to her those lines usually, though erroneously, ascribed to Marvell : — 

BellipotenB yirgo, Beptem R^na Trionum, 

CbrUtina, arctoi lucida Stella poli ; 
Gerois quas merui durl stib caMide rugas; 

Sicque senex armis impiger ora fero: 
Invia fatorum dum per yeatigia nitor, 

Exequor et popnli fortia jiuwa manu. 
At tibi rabmittit firontem reverentior umbra, 

Neo sunt hi Yultus regibus usque truces. 

There is also a treatise on the persecution of the Vaudois pre- 
served in the State Paper Office, and amongst the King's Pamphlets 
in the British Museum, bearing the following title : ** Sabaudiensis 
in Reformatam Religionem Pcrsecutionis brevis Narratio, ex 
scriptis potentissimo principi Olivcro Reipublicaj Anglian, Scotise 
et Hibemiae, Protectori, nuper communicatis dcsumpta et in 
methodum digesta. Londini. Typis Tho. Newcomb. Impensis 
Authoris. 1655;" and dedicated to the Protector, which, if not 
entirely Milton's composition, probably contains some portion of his 
writing. The translation of the " Declaration of his Highness, with 

• Mem. p. 633, ed. 1682. t Tom. iii. p. 694. . 
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Hie advice of his ConncU, inviting the people of England and Wales 
to a day of solemn Fasting and Humiliation," as nlao tjie " Instruc- 
tions for a Collection for the Relief of the suffering Protestant-s of the 
Alpine Valleys," woidd naturally fall to the lot of MiJion as Latin 
Secretary, which its language also indicates. Is it not probable 
that the whole treatise waa written by Milton, and published by hia 
supposed relative EniiUhawe, President of the Council of Slate, as it 
bears the double initial B.M. and was printed " impensb authoria?" 

Although these letters of State are undoubtedly valuable aa his- 
toric documents, being a main source trom which those engaged in 
writing or studying the history of the period must draw their conclu- 
sions as to our foreign policy, they arc principally so as examples 
of that pure Latinity which caused Milton to be regarded as tlie 
most accomplished scholar of his day, and which, to the credit of 
hia contemporaries, was considered no mean distinction. Indeed, 
the uncompromising Republicans refused not only to submit to 
dictation in matters of state, but to adopt any other language than 
tlic Latin in thoir negotiations ; considering the universal spread of 
tho French tongue as paving the way for French dominion. 

On the publication of the Defemio, Milton was complimented at 
home by the visits or Invitations of all the foreign ambassadors then 
resident in London, and received the public thanks of the Govern- 
ment: " The Counccll, takcing notice of the manie good services 
performed by M' John Milton, their Secretarye lor Forrcignc Lan- 
guages to this State an<l Commonwealth, partlcularlle for his bookc 
in vindication of the Parliament and people of England, against the 
calumnies and invectivoB of Salmasiua, have thought 6tt to declare 
their resentment and good acceptance of the same ; and tliat the 
thanks of the Councell bee returned to M^ Mylton, and their sense 
represented in that behalle." It will be observed that in this entry 
no mention is made of the thousand pounds said to have been paid by 
Govenuncnt to Milton for writing tliia book ; in a previous entryi 
however, in tho Council Book, which was afterwania erased, there 
1 is a paragraph still legible, by reason of the ink of the original entry 

camd. SOC. k 



5f^ rxt^^&t KKf.%7f?rC TO Wff,T03r 

ipxv'ktti/! iff^/wu ^hfk<rt wlrr, rlrr;^;, And »> TfAjF^ff^nng throxi^ tiue 

iK^r (yftuUfffuyfi-nhh^ i(ff KI> jr-'w^j'l st^rn'ir:': in writing an answer to the 
\f***>V, ffi' W.Atui».^\u>^ vrntt/fi ?t;/aifi*t the jfT^jccefiin^ of the Common- 
ly ;ilr.Ji of \\u^f\}kUf\^ And it u fftderfA Oiat tlie mm of one hundred 
pouftdM hti fjirfjL Uf kirrif tin a reward from the Council for hU good 
Mfirr/ir.e thme in writinfj in answer to Salmasiius.^^ 

i'tout till* we learn that the fcurn originally offered to Milton was a 
huwin 'I, fin/l not a thouj'and, [Kmn^lf* a* s-tated by his biographers; but 
wh^'ther 1 1 wt^n: on eonw:ientiou« grounds that Milton refused the largess, 
ttn he wuM alr^ta/ly rer^riving a mxlary of three hundred pounds per annum 
a^ SrT.r^'iary for I'^oreign Tongues, or that the Council of State 
tlioijght better of their liberality, we have no data for ascertaining, 
WrtV'j that tJMj Hfxuttul «;ntry, in which no mention is made of money, 
in more tilMtral in iln praine of the service he had rendered to the 
i'oininoM wealth, whit^h would lead to the inference that the money 
WHH oirnre<l and <l(TJined by Milton, who preferred that his great 
proHi^ work ^llould be a thank-oflering to the Republic. Nor is this 
iin|M'(ibnblc< when wo recollect that he was so devoted to the task 
(hat when bin phyMcianH warned him to desist if he valued the 
prewM'valinn of IiIh night, he replied he did not hesitate to prefer 
what he thought Ium duty to his eyes: 

-,-^— «—— .- .... WImt KupporU nio, dont tliou ask ? 

TliP (MtiiiH«lttiuH>, friviiili to Imvu lost tliom ovor-pliod 

hi Liltiifty's ilofoiioo, my iioblv task, 

Of whloU all Kun>po rings from siilo to side. 

This thought migl.t Usiil mo through tho world's vain masque, 

i\mtt»nti though hiind, had I no bettor guide. 

h \v«H on ueoo\n\t o( tho principles muinUiined in this work that 
llu* t^Umw of indignation which subsiHiuently extinguished Milton s 
w\M'ldly pixv*p\vl5» lii^st broke over his head; for, although per- 
(HxuuUy uiUH^^eornoil in tho violent acts which pixxxnled the King's 
t^wvution, wild prx^Uibly inwanUy averpo to them had his counsel 
U^u tt*k\Hl Wfvxix^ tboir ooinnuttal, n\»w that they were accomplished 
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ftiid irrevocable he iilmost alone Btood forth the literary champion of 
the populnr cause, and defended that which othera cither had not 
■the ability or the courajre to uphold. 

It was in this spirit tliat he wrote the famous treatise " loono- 
■dastea," which produced great consternation amongst the Royalist 
party, and was deemed of such importance by the Republican Go- 
Ternincnt that they made its reprinting a matter of public concern: 
>' Ordered, Wednesday, 3th of March, 1650-1, That it be referred 
to the Committee of Examinations to view over Mr. Milton's booke 
[the Iconoclastea], and give order for reprinting of it as they thinke 
fit. And that they alsoe examine the complaynt by him made 
about Peter Cole his printing a copie concerning the Ricketts whicli 
Mr. Dugard alledgeth to be hjs."" 

That however from which the public character of Milton de- 
rives its great and peculiar splendour still remains to be men- 
tioned : — 

" The glory of the battle, (remarks Macaulay,) which he fought 
for the species of freedom which is the most valuable, and which 
was then the least understood, the freedom of the human mind, is 
b11 his own. Thousands and tens of thousands among his contem- 
poraries raised their voices against Sliip*money and the Star 
Chainbcr; but theJe were few indeed who discemeii the more 
fearful evils of moral and intellectual alavery, and the benefits which 
would result from the Hberty of the press and the unfettered exercise 
of private judgment:" principles which he so nobly maintained in 

* Ttiia entry from Ilic Order Book of the Council of State b gliea bjTodd, p, 137, bat 
•a imperfeetlf that it foils to coavey the meantiig of tlie ori)(iDal. 

The tollDwing entria are alw eoiirely omitted by him : 

" 1640, Apr. 20. Ordered. That the Iclten brought in bj Mr. Watkins liD liewod b; 
Hr. Fnwt or Mr. Millon lo see ifanj of them cantej'no anything concoming (be eipurtatiun 
of uif prohibited goods." 

"1649-00, Jan. 29. Ordered, That Mr, Millon doaproparB a letlerto boienl unto the 
gvitrnoai of Tiluan in uiiwcr to his letter tu the coudceII," 

"ll]fil-2, Jan. 2n, Mand*^. Ordered, That Mr. Jdiltou doe trauelatb into Latine the 
feniwer of thoCouiicell to the first paper of the Lurd Auibiusiidon of Ibe Uuited Proviiicei 
CDnleyuing throe Articles." (Order Books of llio Cuuuoil o[ Statd.) 
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li is treatise on Unliuenscd Priating; yet, be it not supposed tliat 
Milton was a friend to licentiousness of writing any more than of 
morals, for, wliilc lie condemned the censorship of the preee, he 
maintained the responsibilily of the author ; thus we 6nd hiin ihrect^ 
by the Council of State to report upon the newspaper " Mer- 
curius Pragmaticua," which, by its violent language, had jurtly 
brought down upon itself the ccnauri; of the Government. Ho how- 
ever managed to conduct himself in this difficult position in so 
judicious a manner that, inetead of making an enemy of his political 
opponent the editor of the " Merciuius Pragmaticus," he won hira 
over to the number of his fiiends, and in conjunction with Lcnthall 
and Bradshawe, persuaded him to change his party, so that in the 
next year wc find Ncc Jham the editor of the " Mcrcurius Politicus" 
instead of the " Pragmaticus," which liad been euppreased, as we 
miisl suppose, on the report of Milton, for in the Order Book of the 
Council of State, it is ordered, 1649, June 23, " That Mr. Milton 
(loo examine the papers of " Pragmaticus," and report what he finds 
in them to the Council." The nmnber of " Mercurius Pragmaticus" 
here referred to was probahly Number 53, from Tuesdiiy, May 1, to 
Tuesday, May 8 (1649), as this is the only number of that news- 
paper preserved in the State Paper Office, and was therefore evi- 
dently brought under the notice of the Government, and its coutenta 
appear to warrant the conclusion. That Necdham was a man of 
ability, we should naturally expect, from his acquaintance with 
Milton, but a§ he has been bo generally maligned by contemponuy 
historians, who represent him as " siding with the rout and scum of 
the people, and making them weekly sport of all that was noble in 
this new miscellany of intelligence"* (the Mercurius Politicus), it is 
gratifying to fiml him receiving the thanks of the Government and 
a reward of 20U/. for his able translalion of the " Mare CUusum,"an 
employment to which he was probably recommended by Milton: — 
" At the Committee t of the cotmcell for reviveing the references to 
the former committee for examinations. According to an order of 
■ Wvwl, Ailwn. Oum. t Dora. Intimg. 1433. S. P.O. 
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the Councclt in that behalfe of the eighth of November hist past, 
revived, amongcst other things, nnd recommeiulud to tlie care of this 
committee: Wee have considered of the translation of the learned 
booke called Mare Clausum, and of a reward Git for the translator 
thereof, and finding the worke vcrie exactly performed, and 
evidenceing much judgement, core, and Industrie in him whoedid it, 
and that hee proceeded therein by speciall order and direction of the 
Committee of the Councell of State for Forreine Affaires, as by the 
earae appeares: Wee are of opinion that the said booke, being now 
rendered English, and learnedly asserting the rights ami interest of 
this Commonwealth in tlie adjacent seas, with that which being 
abided thereto is alsoe published, is and wil bee of good use for these 
and future tymes, and tliat the translator and publisher thereof 
deserves well the sume of twoe hundred pounds to bee conferred 
upon liim for his paines and encouragement: And it is ordered that 
report hereof bee made to the Councell, and that if they please to 
agree thereto they bee moved to appoint the moncycs to bee paid 
out of the Counccll's exigencies. 3 Feb. 1652-3." 

It will probably occur to the reader to inquire how the letters now 
under discussion have never been included in Milton's writings, 
more particularly as the collection of State Letters, surreptitiously 
published in 1676, was re-edited in 1690 by Pritz, and translated by 
Milton's nephew Phillips, by neither of whom axe they alluded to. 
Of their genuineness tliere is no doubt, for by means of documents 
preserved in the State Paper OfEcc we can trace their history from 
the period they were written until tlie present moment. Milton, as 
we are informed by Aubrey, entrusted several of his impublished 
writings to " Mr. Skinner, a merchant's son in Mark Lane,"* whom 
Wood, without any authority, assumes to have been "Cyriack," 

* Duiial SkJnngr, merrbant. of tbe pviab at Sl OUve. Dut-Mreet, which pnrisli com- 
prteo A CQnaiderablo part of Mu-k-Une. lie ii mentiaiied in tlio Order Books of th« 
CouTioil nf SuLlu, under dMe 1651.2, Jan. 14, when it ia ordered. That Lbe Petilioa 
of Osnfel akinner and Thamiu Skinner, merohanM, be retarred to the Judges ot the Ad- 
mi ralt<r, who are t« euuuine tho matter at bet lajd dawnv in Iheuiil Petition, and lonlala 



30 



FAFEItS BELATINO TO MILTON 



though Aubrey does not so deacribe liiin, but introclucea 
Mr. Skinner, of the Jerker's Office, up two pair of stairs, at the 
Custom House. This was, no doubt, tlie person to wliom Miltoa 
entrusted his MSS. and who, on hts going to Holland in 1676, gave 
them to Elsevier for publication, as tlie Government of the Restora- 
tion in England *cre so jealous of everything proceeding from tho 
pen of the great defender of commonwealths, that even Paradise Lost 
was scarcely allowed to appear in print, the licenser fancying he 
discerned sometliing treasonable in the simile — 

Looks throagh tho dubIj horiujntiO nir.* 

Meanwhile, the surreptitious edition of the State Letters, published 
in 1676, had excited so much alarm, that diligent inquiry was insti- 
tuted as to any other unpublished papers of the deceased secretary. 
Suspicion fell on Daniel Skinner, as the author of their publication, 
and he was called upon to give an account of what he knew of Uie 
matter. A copy of his attestation, preserved in the Slate Paper 
Office, and indorsed by Bridgcman, Sir Joseph Williamson's t 
secreliiry, is to the following effect: " That Mr. Pitts, bookseller in 
Paul's Churchyard, to the best of my remembrance, about 4 or 5 
months agoe, told me he had mett witholl and bought some of Mr. 

the Bame and to cortitiu it to tho Connoell, togsllier with their opinian whether th^ aM« 
be nady tar Ictten of repriaall. 

TIul Iho Petition of Daniel Skinner, merchant, be ntferrod to Iha Judgn of the Ad> 
miralt;, who are to cumine the matter of tact la;d downe in the uid Petition, and to stato 
the tame and to ccrUfie il to this CouoeeU. (Order Booki of the Council at State, No. fl.} 
There are alio two letter* of his preeerved in the State Paper Offlee. one dated fron 
CslaiB, ^ Oct. IdSG, to Sir John Coke, Secretary of State, another in the Prenoh Carre- 
ipanrieDco. hearing dale ^ Oct. lS2d, whiali. a> the; han not been noticed bj tliB 
biugnphcra orMillaa, t have printed in tlie Appendix. 

■ Pandiie Loat, book 1. I. BH. 

t Bir Joseph Williammn waa al Ihie time Secretarj of Stale, to which office he waa 
appoiDtcd in 10T4. Be had prcrionalj been Keeper of Stile Papera, and in IflSS wai 
made Under- Beetetarj, ahortly nfler vhicli be waa knighted. On lila rDtimnent lyom 
oflteu in 1078 he wn* mad« Preaidont of the Rojal Sooiatf, and died in 17D1, hating 
acrved in •cvcial parliamenli. 
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Milton's papers, and that if I would procure nn agreement betwixt 
him and Elseviere' at AmBterdam (to whose care I had long 
before committed tlie true perfect copy of the State Letters to be 
printed), he would communicate them to my perusal; if I would 
not, he would proceed hia own way, and make the best advantage 
of 'cm: HOC tliat, in all probability, 1 not procuring Elsevierc's con- 
currence with him, and 'tis impossible it should be otherwise, Mr. 
Pitts has been the man by whose means this late imperfect surrep- 
titious copy lias been published. 

" I attest this to be truth. 

(Signed) " Dan. Skinneu." 
"Oct. 18, 1676." 

Aroused by the information that Elsevier was about to bring out 
an authentic edition of these letters. Sir Joseph Williamson, then 
Secretary of State, wrote for information on the matter, and received, 
in reply, the following letter,t which identifies the present copy pre- 
served in the State Paper Office, from which the preceding lettera 
have been printed, as the " true perfect" copy of Milton's Letters. 

MoKsiEtrn, — 

II y a environ un an que je suis convenu avec Monsieur Skinner d'im- 
{irimer Ice lettres de Milton, ct un autre manuscript en Th^logie ; muia, 
ayant re^u Ics dits manuscripts, et y ayant trouT^ des cluises que jo 
jugeois cBtro plus proprca d'estre aupprimfe que divulg^z, j'ay pria resolu- 
tion de n'impritner n'y I'ua n'y I'autre. J'avois escrit pour ce sujct Ji 
Mona^ Skinner i. Cambridge ; maia comm'il n'a pas esl^ au dit lieu depuia 
quelquc temps, ma lettre ne luy estoit pas parvenue. Sur cela il est arriv^ 
en cette ville, et a est^ ravy d'enteadre que je n'aToia pas commence d'im- 
primcr les dits trmtiSs, et il a repris sea manuscripta. 

D m'a dit que vous ave£ est^ inform^, Monsieur, que Je debvois imprimer 
tous IcB oavrages de Milton ensemble. Je vous puis protester de n'y avoir 
jamaia pens^, et que j'aurois horreur d'imprimcr les trait^ qull a f^t 
pour la defense d'une si mcschante et abominable cause. Outre qu'il oe 

• There rnsre Are learued printen of tLiinamo: Lowis of LejdBo, BonnTenlare, Abra- 
buu, IjCKia, and Duiiel. The last who is here detigaed clicd in ISSO. 
t Slots Paper Office, Holland Cairopondancc. 
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fiis de oeluy qui a imprimd le premier " SalniaBil 
I qui auroit donn^ sa vie s'il eiisC pti sailTcr le fci^ 
primer ua Jivrc si detcal^ do tons la* 
obligB cle vous dire, Monsieur, qiie Je S' Skinner 
graude joye de ce quQ je n'avoia pas commence 



serciit pas bicnscant 
Defrnsioncm Regiam 
roy de gloriei 
honnestes gf an 
me t^smoigna 

I'imprpEsion des dits otivrages, et me dit iju'il estoit d'iu 
que le dit livre euat esi^ commenci, d'en schepter les funUcs pour l« 
siipprimcr, qu'il avoit pris iine fernie reeoltilion d'user en none dee dila 
manuscripis qu'ils ne paroicroieut janiaia ; et j'aserois vous en repondre, 
Monsieur, dans la forte resolution que j« I'ay vu d'cn uiser ainsy, et princi- 
paleinent depuis qu'tl a eu riioniieiir de vous avoir parl£, et que luy avez 
tesmoign^ que ne seriez pas blen aise que les dits manuscripts poruescnli 
et comni' il atUind de vous son advBDcement ou ne doibt pa^ doubter qu'iJ 
ne tiene sa parole Slonsieur, jc ne puis SnJr la presente Sana tosmoigDer 
ma reoognoiasencc pour les bontes qu' avez eu pour uioy, lorsque j'estois Ji 
Londres ; et je Toudrois avoir occasion de vous pouvoir estre utile k quelque 
chose pour pouvoir montrer avec combien de respect je suis. Monsieur, 
Vostre tres humble et trea olwiasant serviteur, 

Damiel Elsevier. 

D'AnuWrfiun, le 20'"« NarBinbre, 1679. 

P.S. J'oublioia de voua dire. Monsieur, que le S' Skinner njf moy 
n'avois aucune part k cc qui a pani depuis peu du dit Milton; ct que 
je n'cn avois jamais ouy parler que lorsque Mous'' Skinner me le dit icy, II 
m'avoit Lien mand^ par cy devant qti'uu eertatu libraire de Londres avoii 
eu quelques Icttres de quclqu'un, qui les avoit derobf au feu Milton ; mnis 
ny luy ny moy n'avois eu aucune part Jt cette impression, do quoy je vou» 
prie de vouloir estre persuade. 

Tliat Elrevier intondod lo publish s second or corrected oditioa of 
the letters from this MS. will appear fmrn his letter to Daniel 
Skinner, senior, merchant in London, who was then residing in 
Crutchcd Friars, in whiih he forwards a copy of the prospectus he 
had already isaued. 

Monsieur, — D'Anulanlnai. lo !»"■ P«bruior. 16:7. 

L'bonneur de la vostre du 2™ de cc mois m'a esuS bleu rftiiilue. 11 
est trcs vrny que j'ay rcccu par Symon Hecrc lea deus munuscripts du 
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Milton, a acavoir aes OJuTTes on Th^ologie, et sea Lcttres ad Principes, 
qui BODt encore au mesme estat que je iea :ty receus, n' ayant pne trouv^ 
i propos de Icb imprimer. Vous scaurez, sans double, que Monsieur 
voBtre fila m'a fait I'lionueur de ine Tenir voir, qui fut fort satis- 
fait qtiand il vit que je n'avois pas fait imprimer les dit^a (cuTrea, ct me 
pria de les envoyer par la 1" commodity k Nimwcge & Mouaieur !e Secre- 
taire de I'Ambassade; mais comme il commen^a i geler devant que j'ay 
pu pourattivre sea ordrea, et ayant depuia rcceii ordru de voatre dit fila de 
Paria, devoua lea eavoyer par la premiere commodity de navires; laquelle 
commiaaioQ je ne manqueray pas d'effi^ituer, et les donneray, bien empac- 
quet^, k Jacob Heudrix, qvii eera le premier qui partira d'icy pour ventre 
ville. J'ay eal^ bien mary de ne pouvoir plutosl enccuter aea ordrea; maia 
la geJ^, qui a dur^ icy plua de 3 moia, a empeach^ que lea navires n'ont 
pu partir. A la demande de Monaieur voatre fils j'ay escrit une It-ttre k 
Monsieur Joacph Williamson, Secretaire d'Eaiat, jMir laquelle j'ay asseurS 
le dit aeigneur que les dtta litres eatoient encore eutrc lues mains; que je 
n'aToia nul deaacin dc k-a Imprimer, et que Monaieur voatre fila lea remet- 
troit entre aes mains, etc. 

Ainsy, Monsieur, que voua n'avez nul aujet de vous mettr' en peine du 



Monaieur voclre 6 

a, an contraire, de lea mettre 

\6; et que, dc mon coale, je ne 

feroit present de 1,000 livrea 

prie de croire Monsieur, que lea 

aeront 



ce oost^-la; car, en premier lii 

nullc intention de les faire imprimer. 

entre les maina du aeigneur cy deaaus i 

les voudrois paa imprimer quand on 

sterlings pour diveraes raisona. Je vo 

dita livrcs vous aeront envoyez par Jacob Hendriucx, 

Address^ en son tern pa. 

Je voua ofTre mon service, et suis, de tout mon cccur. 
Monsieur, 
Voatre trte humble serviteur, 

Daniel Elsevier. • 

Innotescftt omnibus cfim in academiis, turn iu Londino literatis, bib- 
liopolia etiam, siqui sint qui pra^ter solitum Latine sciunt, necnon cxteris 
quibuBounque, quod Litcrre Johaiinia Miltoni Angli, interregni tempore 
■criptOJ, quas bibliopola quidara Londinensia, fiecum habitil consultations 
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quantam in rem famamque quantam imperfectissimum quid et indigestum 
ex operibus tanti viri sibi pro certo cederet, nupcr in luccm irrepi^fecit 
(praeterquam quod k contemptissimo quodam et per^bscuro preli quondam 
curatore, qui parvam scbedarum manum vcl emendicaverit olim abs 
authore, vel, quod verisimilius est, clam suppilaverit, perexiguo pretio 
fuerunt emptee,) sunt miser^ mutilse, dimidiats, deformes ex omni parte, 
ruptoque ordine confusss, prsefatiuncul^ spurcil non minus qukm infandis- 
sim^ dehonestate, cseterisque dein k numerosioribus chartis nequiter 
arreptae. Quodque vera Literamm exemplaria, locupletiora multum et 
auctiora, composita concinnius et digesta, tjpis elegantioribus excudenda 
sunt in Hollandi& prelo commissa. Qu£e unk cum Articulis Hispanicis, 
Portugallicis, Gallicis, Belgicis, in ist^ rerum inclinatione nobiscum initis 
et percussis. pluribusque chartis Germanicis, Danicis, Suevicis scitissim^ 
Bcriptis, ne ex tam spuriis libri natalitiis, et ex tam vili prsefatore Isederctur 
author, brevi possis, humanissime lector, expectare. 

It will be observed that Elsevier, in his letter of Nov. 20, alludes 
to Skinner's hopes of preferment from Williamson, and insinuates 
his intention ** to dispose of those manuscripts in such a manner as 
that they should never again appear." This was no doubt by send- 
ing them to Williamson, as appears more clearly from Skinner's 
letter to Pepys,* which lets us into the secret springs of the whole 
transaction. 

May it please your WoRSmr, — Rotterdam, Not. 19, 1676. 

After an ill success in most of my designs towards my preferment in 
London, still frustrated in all attempts, and crossed in all my undert^ikings, 
I at last, with what confidence I know not, made my humble addresses to 
you, esteeming no person so able, no person so ready, to advance me as 
yourself; whom I found, indeed, so favourable and countenancing, so full 
of candour, or rather pity, that your granting me that access, and your 
readiness to do me good, has wrought as deep an impression as if imme- 
diately you had conferred on me the greatest promotion imaginable. 

Thus, methought, I hugged myself a long time with the hopes of so 
good and great a patron; till at last, directed by some unkind suggestion, 

* Secretary to the Admiralty and author of the well-known Diary. 
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■whetlier (wliich must needs take place) edged on by many emergent 
iirgi-ncifs, I ventured so fnr (oh, grand presumption!) as to beg your 
worehip to supply mc for the present with ten pounds, not being content 
tij remuiii in ex[)ect3tioQ of some undoubted favour from yon,butniu6t 
anticipate it by an over hasty ambition of being indebted to you; a thing, 
Sir, that, bad you known whut a storm it raised ia me, afler a due consi- 
deration of what I had done, you would have sent me pardon, and would 
have absolved mc from the guilt i>f so great presumption. 

My silence, Sir, and not waiting on you alYerwartls, does in some 
measure Jemonatrnre my sorrow, and indeed ehame, for Gueh boldness, 
occasioned on no other account but continual and daily hopes of receiving 
ten jiounds of my father, whereby I might Bofely approach and make a 
grateful return of your worship's kindness, not being able to appear tilt I 
could procure that. 

During this expectation, and in the very midst of my wishes of attain- 
ing something whereby I might make a. speedy acknowledgment of your 
worship's favour, he.ivea was so propitious as to cause a letter to be seat 
from NimcgucQ to know whether I would embrace the opportunity of 
being under Mr. Chudleigh, secretary to the embassy,* the some I had 
hopes of long ago, and for which I obtained your worship's good and 
gracious character of n^ to his Excellency my Lord Ambassador Jcnkyns,'(' 
a favour I shall nevei- forget. 

No sooner acqusinied with this happy news, but I leaped at it; and, 
though I went out of England withoiit waiting on you (Fate not permit- 
ting me to make those acknowledgments I would), yet I had so grateful a 
design in me, as soon as I was settled at Nimcguen, to have presented you 
with the lirst-fruits of my pen and labour, and to have begged your 
pardon in an ample and satisfactory letter. But iucapaciiy of returning 
your worship's due forcfd me to go out of England with so much disad- 
vantage, when otherwise 1 might ha\'e procured those recommendations 
from you as alone would have mode my coming to Nimeguen most 
acceptuble. But now, sir, as I have of late expected the rise of my 
fortune from your great and good self, so stlil does it lie in your worship's 
[lower to retrieve the ruin that must necessarily fall on me, if not 

■ Afturwarda " Briluh Roidonl U tbo Ifugue," 

+ Sir Lsolinu Jenkitu, appointed Plunipotentisr? at Nimcguen IlITS, ob. lUSR. 
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instantly, at the sight of this letter, prevented by you, and remedied. At 
80 easy a rate may you recover my misfortunes, that is, at no greater 
expense than two or three words, may you be the instrument of my per* 
petual happiness. When you have read what the matter is, you will 
wonder that so small a thing should obstruct my advancement. 

The case is thus, Sir. After a hazardous passage cross the seas, though 
first a great expense in clothing myself for so great an appearance as this 
at Nimeguen, and a long, tedious, mighty chargeable journey through all 
the parts of Holland (a country serving only to set a greater value on our 
own), I at last arrived at Nimeguen, meeting with a very kind and (beyond 
expectation) fair reception from Mr. Chudleigh, though (which is the 
misfortune I am telling you of) I was surprised with an unkind letter 
which his honour Sir Joseph Williamson had conveyed before my arrival 
to my Lord Jenkyns concerning me. The whole business was thus : 

Your worship may please to remember, I once acquainted you vrith my 
having the works of Milton, which he lefb behind him to me, which, out 
of pure indiscretion, not dreaming any prejudice might accrue to me, I had 
agreed with a printer in Amsterdam * to have them printed. As good 
fortune would have it, he has not printed one tittle of them. About a 
month ago there creeps out into the world a little imperfect book of Mil- 
ton*s State Letters procured to be printed by oi^e Pitts, a bookseller in 
London, which he had bought of a poor fellow that had formerly sur- 
reptitiously got them from Milton. These coming out so slily, and quite 
unknown to me, and when I had the true and more perfect copy, with 
many other papers, I made my addresses to Sir Joseph Williamson, to 
acquaint him that there was a book come out against his authority ; that 
if his honour connived at that, he would please to grant me licence to 
print mine ; if not, that he would either suppress that little book, or give 
me leave to put (in the bottom of the Gazette) that they were printing in 
Holland, in a larger, more complete edition.^ 

Now, Sir, (little thinking that Sir Joseph was such an enemy to the 
name of Milton,) he told me he could countenance nothing of that man's 
writings. In his answer I acquiesced. A little while after, his honour 

* Daniel ElseTier, see p. 81. 

t The advertiflement announcing this edition will be found at p. 88, at the end of 
Elscvier's letter to Daniel Skinner, senior. 
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soidfl for me to know what papers I had of Milton's by me, and that I 
should oblige him if I would permit them to his perusal ; which very 
readily 1 did, thinking that it might prove advant^igeoua to me, and find- 
ing upon this so great an access to his honour, I presented him with a 
Latiu pelitiongrj epistle for some proferment, either under him or by his 
meaua. His honour was pleased graciously to receive it, and in a most 
expressive manner to promise me auy advancement that might be in his 
power. 

During this, the opportunity of going to Nimeguea happened ; and the 
day before 1 went out of England, I went to Ilia honour for some recom- 
mendations. He returned me my papers with many tlianka, and was 
pleased to give me a great deal of advice not to proceed in the printing of 
my papers at Amsterdam ; that it would be an undoubted rub in any 
preferments of mine : and this, he said, he spoke out of mere kindness 
and affection to me. I returned his honour many humble thanks, and did 
expressly assure bim that, as soon as I got to Amsterdam (which I took 
in my way on purpose) I would return my copies, and suppress them for 
ever, which. Sir, I have done, and have followed his honour's advice to 
every punctiUo, 

Yet, notwithstanding this, his honour was pleased (whether I shall term 
it unkindly or unnaturally) to despatch a letter after me to my Lord 
Jenkyns, to acquaint bis Lordship tliat I was printing Milton's works, and 
wished them to have a care of me iu the King's service ; which has put a 
little stop to my being employed as yet, till I can write to England, and 
procure so much interest as to clear Sir Joseph Wilhamson's jealousy of 
my being yet engaged in the printing of these papers ; though my Lord 
Jenkyns and Mr, Chudleigh are so well satisfied, after my giving them a 
full account of tbe business, and bringing my copies with mc to Nimegnen, 
ready (o dispose of tbem where Sir Joseph shall think fit, that they seem 
as much concerned at Sir Joseph's letter as X do, and have sent me here 
to Rotterdam at their charge (so kind they are) to remain here till I can 
write to England, and they have an answer fi-om Sir Joseph Williamson 
how that his honour is satisfied ; which they don't at all question but he 
wiU be when be shall hear what I have said and done. 

Now, may it please your worship, having given you a fiill and true 
account of the whole affair, se^ng the fortune of a young man depends 
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upon iLiB Bmall thing, eiiher perpetual ruin or a fair and happy way tu 
future adTiincement, pray give «io leave to beg of you, which I most 
humhly and submissively do, that you would please instantly lo repair to 
his honour. Sir Joseph, aud acquaint htm that I am sg far froTii printing 
anything from Milton's now, that I have followed his honour's advice, and, 
upon due penaitation with myself, have nuUeil and made void my coDtract 
with Elsevier at Amsterdam, have returned my copies la myself, and am 
ready to dispose of them where his honour pleases, either into the handa 
of my Lord Jenkyns, or iolo his own for better satisfaction; and atn so 
lar from ever procuring a hae from Milion [lo be] print^-d, that if hie 
honour pleases he ithall command my copies and all my other papers 
to the fire. And, tliough I happened to be acquainted with Milton iu his 
life time (which out of mere love to learning 1 procured, and no other 
concerns ever passed betwixt ns but a grvat desire and ambition of some 
of his learning,) I am, and ever was, so far from being in the least tainted 
with any of his principles, that I may boldly say none has a greater 
honour and loyalty for his Majesty, more veneration for the Church of 
England, and love for his country, than I have. Once more, I beg your 
worship, and with tears instead of ink that might supply my pen, 1 
implore that you would prevail with Sir Joseph to write auothtir letter to 
my Lord Jenkyns and to Mr. Chudleigh, and lo recall his former, which I 
am sure his honour wrote merely out of jealousy that 1 would proceed. 
notwithstanding hia advice, in the printing of my papers, which you see, 
Sir, how far I am from. 

Though my Lord Jenkyns, Mr. Chudleigh, and I do imagine Sir Joeqih 
will be soon pacilied when he hears this, yet, considering how great a ruin 
is likely to befall me if his honour is not graciously pleased to recall his 
former letter, I citn't but with all the utmost repeated pedtions imaginable, 
nay, with as much earnestness as ever condemned man begged a reprieve, 
iutreut your worship to immediately intercede for me, and clear Sir Joaepih 
his suspicion of me; not that ever I could have imagined that, after to 
much acvess and favour his honour was pleu»ed to afiord me aflcr my 
delivering up my papers to his perusal, his llianks, and multitude of kind 
expressions to me, his honour would have been so contrary to bis candid 
Olid fuvoumble disposition to all lovers of learning and good literature, 
as to pr^udk« me so much, nay, aa ntltiTly lo ruin and undo me, if he 
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is not pleased by your kind persuasions graciously to recall his former 
kttcr. 

And Iftst I should leave any stoue nnturned, I have penned out a letter 
to his lionour niynelf, wherein I have huoibly and with great Bubniiasion 
cleared myself. Likewise Elsevier, the printer, haa written to him by this 
post." Here, at Eotterdam, 1 shall stay till his honour is pleased to send 
to my Lord Jenkyna; which I pray your worship may be the next post 
after the receipt of thii letter, which is next Friday, which will arrive at 
Nimeguen the Tuesday f after, God willing, when I shall be sent for from 
hence, and be received under Mr. Chudleigh, with all imaginable kindness, 
as soon as Sir Joseph's letter arrives; ray Lord Jenkyns being mightily 
inclined towards me upon your worship's kind letter of me some time 
since, which character I will study day and iiighl to make good; Mr. 
Chudleigh being also wonderfully kind to me upon the same accoont; 
who hope as much as I do, and they don't question it, but that tliis little 
storm will blow over. 

Tims, Sir, wholly and entirely owing the rise of my fortune to your 
good self, 1 BJiall be here, at Nimeguen, in a fair prospect of making 
myself for ever; and, though tlie place ia but Nmall at present, yet as an 
introduction into business, and a step to rise upon, I heartily embrace it, 
where I intend to have your worship's excessive kindness recorded for 
ever in ray breast, and hope that time will give me an opportimity to 
moke some great acknowledgment of your never-to-be forgotten favours. 

For ever intending to pronounce and esteem you just no otherwise than 
the great author of my happiness, the good patron of my felicity, and in 
this, what I beg now, the only preserver of my life and fortune, I beg 
leave to subscribe myself, 

SiH, your worsbip'a entirely devoted 

and most bumble servant, 

Daniel Skikner. 

Sir,— The first fruits of diligence and industry, as soon as I con compass 
ten pounds ( which 1 hope won't be long) shall be tendered to yon with the 



t Tlii» ihowB Ihal Ihe ordimrj time tor the pMt lo travel from London (o Bolluid wi» 
four diys, Buil that it wu weekly, u In the lims of Churlca L See the return af Ibe Pott- 
nuHet-UrD«nil, De Qnestor, in the S. P. O. Domeaiic CDrreip. 1823. 
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gratefiillest heart in the world ; hoping that you will be so gracious as to 
seal my pardon for my presumption in daring to borrow it. 

And if your worship will be so pleased as but to second your first 
character of me, in another letter to my Lord Jenkyns, I shall ever impute 
my very life your own ; and desire to live upon no other account than to 
serve you. Time would not permit me to use another style, for fear I 
should not have opened my breast to you so fully ; though from Nimeguen 
I intend now and then, if your worship will give me leave, to salute you 
in Latin, and be continually sending you a multitude of thanks. 

I humbly beg your worship to send me but a word or two from your 
pen the very next post after this letter's reception, and some comfort in 
having prevailed with his honour Sir Joseph Williamson, for I am here 
just a person without a soul, and shall continue so till you are pleased, 
by a word or two, to infuse one into me. 

Your worship may please to direct it to me at one Mr. Shepherd's 
house, a merchant in Rotterdam ; and, if you please, one line of recom- 
mendation to my Lord Jenkyns, that I may, at my return, deliver it with 
my own hands. And your humble Petitioner shall ever pray, &c. 

It is probable that Skinner did not deliver these MSB. to Wil- 
liamson, notwithstanding his promise in the preceding letter, till 
after his return from Italy, for amongst the Domestic Papers in the 
State Paper Office, uader the date 13th Feb. 1677, we find a copy 
of the following order from Dr. Isaac Barrow, Master of Trinity 
College, of which Skinner was scholar.* 

Sir, 

By order of a meeting you are injoined immediately, without delay 
upon y* receiving this, to repair hither to y* College, no further allowance 
to discontinue being granted to you. This you are to doe upon penalty 
of y* Statute, which is expulsion from y® College, if you disobey. 

We doe also warn you, that if you shall publish any writing mis- 
chievous to y® Church or State, you will thence incurre a forfeiture of 
your interest here. 

* Mr. Todd hat shown that Daniel Skinner had been educated in Weatminiter School, 
whioh he left for the UniTersitj in 1670. 
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I hope GotI will give yoti y' wiscilomc and griice to tiike warning, »o 1 
rest, Yqut loving friend, 

(Signed) Isaac Baerow. 

Trin. Coll. Feb. 13. ia76-7. 
For Mr. Diniet Skinner. 

This ftdmonition iroiii the Principal of liis College was inclosed 
in the following letter, " To my reverend friend Mr. Gieorge 
Seignior, at Ely-House, in Holbome, London," which givca a livelv 
insight into the character of young Skinner. 
Deare Sir, — 
I doe heartyly thank you for your care of my concerns, and of tha 
Cullege interest. I am sorry for the miacarriagea of Uiat wild young 
mud, to whom I have written the enclosed, which you may please to scale 
and send. 1 hare since received another letter from Harris, complaining 
that I doe not return any answer to his letters, yet without direction 
whither I should send ; 1 should be glad, if you should chance to meet 
Iiim and informe him. We have no news ; therefore, with my beat 
wishes, I rest 

Your very affectionate Mend and servant, 

(Signed) Isaac BAiutow. 
Feb. 13, 1673-7. 

P.3. I'leaee to present my humble duty to my Lord Bishop of Ely. 

I suppose you Bometimes see Mr. Dove; when you doe I prey give him 
my hearty love and service, and tell him that I shall not (I think) be nt 
London untill my waiting time in April. 

Aft«r tlie delivery of this summons at Paris by Mr. Pcrwick,* 
the latter wrote to Bridgeman — 
Sm,— 

I have delivered Dr. Barrow's Ittter to Mr. Skinner before witness, 
as you desired. 1 found him much suprised, and yet at the same time 
slighting any constrauiing orders from the superior of his college, or 
any benefit he expected thence; but tis to Milton's workes he inlcndcd to 



• Dr. Sumner' 
CAUD. BOC. 
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linve printed (thoiigli be saith tliat pnrt which he had in MS, are not way 
to be objected against, either with regard to royalty or government), lie 
liath de{iisl«d from causing theiu to be printed, liavtng Icfl them in Hol- 
land; and that he intend a, notwithstanding the college summons, to goe 
for Iialy tliis summer. 

His stay on the continent, however, waa not of long duration, for 
in May, 1679, we again 6nd him in England, when he was pro- 
mottni to a senior fellowship in hla college, as appears from the entry 
on the College Keglstcr of, " May 23, 1679. Daniel Skinner juratus 
et admissus in sociiun majorem." Upon which Dr. Sumner 
observes,* " From the unusual interval between the first and second 
admission, which ordinarily docs not exceed a year and a half, as 
well as from the day, May 23, the regular day for the admisdon of 
major fellows being in July, it is evident his advance to the latter 
rank took place under some extraordinary circumstances;" prolwbly 
the intervention of Williamson in his behalf, as a reward for his 
having deposited Milton's unpublished works in his hands, whence 
they came into the State Paper OlHce, as previously shewn. 

Next to the interest wc feel in the works of a great man is tlie 
wish we involuntarily have to make acquaintance with his friends, 
and to be admitted more intimately into the modes of his every-day 
life and thought. Although scarcely to be expected that in a public 
collection of official documents like those preserved in the Stute 
I'aper Office many (acta should be found illustrative of the pcrsoniU 
history of an individual, yet several letters occur which clear up 
long-existing doubts in the biography of the great poet- 
Milton's father, aa is well known, was John Milton, scrivener, of 
Bread Street ; but, owing to his grandfather's name being unknown, 
his descent from the ifliltons of Stanton St. John's, in Oxfordshire, 
has always been a matter of doubt, notwithstanding the researches 
of Mr. Hunter had rendered it extremely prohahie that his gmnd- 
fatfaer was Kichard Milton, who was assessed to the Subsidy Rolls, 
19 Eliz.; fined 60/. for recusancy, 43 Ella.; and again CO/, un the 

" Vc Uocirinli CbriMiUili, Pprt. p. »i*- 



IN THE STATE PAPEK OFFICE. 43 

13th of July, 1601. Tliis ingenious conjecture has been entirely 
(.'onfirmed by the discovery of an entry on the records of the 
Scrivenei-s' Company, which records the apprenticeship of John 
Milton, senior, 27th of Fcbniary, 1599: "John Milton, son of 
Kichd. Milton, of Stanston (bw), co. Oxon, and late apprentice to 
James Colbrou," citizen, and writer of the Court Letter of London 
(Bcrivener), was admitted to the freedom of the Company." 

On tlie authority of this document, we may rely on the following 
being a tolerably correct genealogy of Milton's family ; — 
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It is not I beiievc previously known that a branch of the family 
of Bradshaw, to which family the poet's mother belonged, was ever 
resident in Oxfordshire, but such appears to have been the fact, for 
in the Subsidy Kctums of 12 Eliz. in the State Paper Office, t Jane 
Bradahawe, -widow, is returned as cajiable of contributing 50/, upon 

• Junn Colbron wa« not adroilled to Iba freedom of tbo Serivenera' Company till 
l*t April, 1SD6, ao tbat Mr. Clarke suggats tbal Mikon aould not bare bevti originally 
apprenticed ta bim. but mint haio been a " (umover." 

t There iaa lotler of Samuel Woodcwk, bearing date 21 Feb. ISTT, amongit tbo Conway 
Papen talely tranimitted lo the Stalo Paper Offloo: bul, as it is dated from Alctalor. in 
Warwickshire, t have not beoo able ta asoertain wlielber he were of the same family aa 
Capt^n Woodcock, of Qocbncy, whose datigliler Milton married u his second wife. 

t Dom. Seriea, vol. liiii. \i>. TS. 
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Privy Seal. It wa?, perhaps, through lliis contiguity of the bmiliea 
that John Milton, senior, became acquainted with Sarah Brad- 
shaw," who ib supposed to have brought him sufficient funds to 
commence business on hia own account at the early aye of 22. This 
suggestion seems to be strengthened by the i'uct that the arms of the 
Bradshaws of Lancaslure differ in some resiiccta from the sketch of 
Milton's mother's arms Icil us by Aubrey. She may, therefore, have 
elonged to the cadet-branch of the family settled in Oxfordshire. 

I hod hoped that a search in Doctors' Commona might have 
tleared up this point, but there was neither to be found the will of 
John Milton, scrivener, nor that ol" the grandfether, Richard, although 
they both died pOBSeased of considerable property, Mr, Masson has 
discovered the will of Henry Milton, of Stanton St. John's, in the 
Bishop's Registry at Oxford, which aliews that tlie family had long 
been settled in the same neighbourhood, but were then (1559) only 
tn humble ciicum stances. 

Although it does not appear that Milton's father was ever elected 
on the court of tlie Scriveners' Company, or served in the office of 
warden, his name not occurring on the Rolls.f there is abundant 
evidence that he acquired a good practice, and succeeded in putting 
by ft comfortjible fortune, on which he retired to Colnehrooke, in 
Buckinghamahire, There are several examples of his conveyancing 
extant, two in the British Museum (MS. Lanadowne 241) first cited 
by Mr. Hunter,^ and one in the State Paper Office,^ being an In- 
denture, bearing date 1623, of contract of title to housca, lands, &C. 
in Fishtoft, Friston, and Boston, co. Lincoln, sold by Edward Cop- 
pinger of Kirklington, co. Notts, to Ambrose and Robert Randolph 

• Thaa u Bunie dutibl lu ta the nuuden name of HUIoh'b molher : Whi<] (Ptuti Oion. 
L 203) wLo snjuired Iiu mturmiilion froni Aubrey, the frieud and biographer of Milton, 
uj« aha was Saimh Bradabaw; Peok wji, tli* femilj nitmo WM Hangbton i hot tbi* ia 
cl«krl; a mutaba for hii graiidmother i sad Phillips in Lislifo orMilloD Baji, "Sbewu a 
CbiloD, of a gouteel tuuiljr, dsrited originally from Walua." 

of Hr. Hyde Clarke. 
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of London. The dcliveiy of this deed is attested by the apprcnticca 
or clerks of Jolin Milton, scrivener: 

" Sealed and delivered in the presence of Thob. Boweb, 
John Button, servants to John Milton, scr." 

The poet being by this time about fifteen years of age, was sent 
by luB father to Paul's School, of which Dr. Gil was then head 
master, a man aa eminent for his devotion to the reformed religion 
as for his classical attainments. To his instruction, and to the 
example of his son, Alexander Gil, who was an elegant composer of 
Latin verses, we may imagine Milton's proficiency in the Latin 
tongue to be mainly due. He was sent, when seventeen years of 
age, to Christ's college, Cambridge, where he formed several literary 
friendships, and composed most of his minor pieces, which were 
written in Latin, and divided into tliree sets, Eleglarum Liber, 
Sylvanim Liber, Epigramraatum Liber, besides fifteen of the mis- 
cellaneous poems now found in all the editions of his English works, 
aa well as the beautiful sonnet, on his having arrived at the age of 
twenty-three, which was written in December, 1631. Amongst the 
miscellaneouB pieces, are two addressed to Charles Diodati, the son 
of the eminent physician, Theodore Diodati, who was in professional 
attendance on the heir apparent. Prince Henry, and his sister, the 
Princess Elizabeth, afterwards Queen of Bohemia. An application 
of his, when a young naan, for the post of Physician to tlic Tower, 
is preserved in the State Paper Office i * 

Le Sieur Thet>dore Diodati, Doctcur en Medeoine, approuv^ du College 
de Lonilrea, desire tres bumblemeut i\Q'il plaise a Ka Majesty de Iiiy octniyer 
la place de Medecin de la Tour de quoy il a Ic conBenlement du Gouver- 
neur de la Tour, et Monsieur de Mayerne eatiafaira sa Majest^ dea qualitea 
du persomiage. 

But this preferment was conferred upon Dr. Allen, as we learn 

from ihc report made to the King by Viscount Conway, President 

of the Council, and William Earl of Pembroke, who were commia- 

• S. P. O. Dom. Papon (1828 ?) 
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sioned to report on tliu right of appomtm 
invested in the Lieutenant of the Tower: 

May it please your most excnllent Mnjcstie, Accordiagc to your Majesties 
gratioiia commaDdeinent wee have examined tlic compkynt hereunto an- 
nexed, and for our blotter informatioa and your Majesty's siitiafaction wee 
have heorde wliat colde be suied on bothe sides. And w<k finde that appon 
the decease of Doctor Gwyune, wlioe luste served in that place, and was 
nppoyuted by his late Majestic of ever blessed memorie, your Majestic was 
Iileased, upon information of the sufficiency of the petitioner, Doctor Allen, 
and at the humble suite of the wydowe of Doctor Guin, to conunaode him 
to be swome and admitted unto that place, which was accordingly don, by 
order from the Lorde Chambcrlein of your Majesty's hcpuschoulde, Boti 
the Lieutenaate of the Tower beinge absent, his deputie, pretendioge the 
disposinge of- that place to belonge properlie to the Lieutenaunte, did 
eweare and admitt Doctor Deodate to the same, whome since the Liente- 
Qsnte hathe indeavored tomainteine in hisownerightc: In defence whereof 
wee have heard all that he had to allea^, but do not finde any thinge by 
custome or righle to give him the choice and nomination of the Doctor of 
the Tower, but that he ia to bo appoynted by your Majeatie; neither i» 
their any coulor for the Lieutenant's swearinge a doctor of himself, fur, 
thoughe it may be admitted that he may recomende a doctor to supply 
the place, yet by the order of your Majesty's house he ought to be Bwomc 
by the Lorde Chambcrlein, and not othexwise, and therefore wee are 
cleerely of opinion that Doctor Allen is duely appoynted, and ought to be 
admitted to the exercise of the place, and to enjoy all the rights and beni- 
fitts belonging to the same, without further question or delay. The 
orderinge whereof wee most humbly submitt to your Majesty's gniliouB 
will and good pleasure. 

Com-EV. PEUftROOKB. 

Janau-ie 2», I62S-U. 

A copie of the certificate made unto his majestic after hearinge of tlie 
compliunle by the Lords. 

We next find Milton, having returned from his tour m Italy, 
where he had been introduced to most of tlic eminent men of his 
day, called upon by the Government of the Republic to discharge 
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le important office of Secretary for Foreign Tongues, for ' 
his previous studies had so eminently qualified him. In this capacity 
he was entrusted with the arranging and locating of the Common- 
wealth papers in tho Slate Paper Office, as appears from the entry 
in the Order Book of the Council of State, dated Feb. 2, 1649-50, 
where it is directed " that orders be sent to Mr. Baker, Mr. Challener, 
Mr. Weckherlyn, Mr, Willingham, or any othera who have in their 
hands any publick papers belonging to the Commonwealth, to deliver 
tliom to Mr. Milton, to he laid up in the Paper Office for Publick 
Service; and that Mr. Baker he appoynted to order those papers 
that Uiey may be ready for use." A letter was accordingly trans- 
miiteil to each of the above-mentioned persons in the following form : 

" Sir, — We are informed that there are several letters and otiier 
papers of public concernment that are in yonr hands, which woe 
have thought fitt should be brought into the Paper Office at White- 
hall, both for the safe keeping of them, and that they might be 
ready for publiquc use upon all occasions. Wee therefore desire you 
to deliver all the said papers to Mr. Milton, whom wee have a])- 
pointed to receive the same, and see them safely and orderly dis- 
posed in the said office. Signed in the name and by the order of 
the Councell of State, &c. 

" Jo. Bbadshawe, President. 
« Whiteball, 4 Feb. 1649-50." 

" This copy directed to Mr. Willingham," 

Amongst these papers were included the books of the parlia- 
mentary committees for compounding with recusants for their 
estates, and it is from these that the following particulars relative to 
Milton's family are drawn. After the capitulation of Oxford, 
Milton's father-in-law, Klchard Powell,* of Forest Hill, and a jiistice 
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of the peace for the county of Oxford, was fined as a delinquent in 
the sum of 180Z. and his property sequestered, as we Icam from an 
entry in the Order Book of the 23rd Dec. 1646: " Richd. Powell, 
of Forest Hill, in the county of Oxford, esq. iSOL at j^j." Hia 
house had already been seized by the parliamentary forces, but, 
as he was included in the Articles of Oxford, he was allowed to 
avail himself of their provisions, and, coming to London, he sought 
the aid of his son-in-law to recover as much of his property as was 
left, the greater part having been spent in the King's service, and 
much of the remainder wasted by the parliamentary soldiers or confis- 
cated by the Government,* hia loss during the Civil War being esti- 
mated at 3,0002., and his liabilities, by statutes and bonds, at 1,500^. 
of which 5001. was due to Milton for money advanced, as appears by 
Mr. Brercton's report made to the Composition Commissioncra:t 

" According to your order of the 25th of February, 1650, upon 
tlic petition of Jolin Milton, desiring to compound for certaine 
lands lately belonging to Kichard Powell, gent, deceased, extended 
by the petitioner, who alleadgeth in his petition that he petitioned 
here to the same purpose about the middle of August last. I have 
examined, and find: The 11th of June, 1627, Richard Powell, of 
Forrest llill, in the county of Oxford, gent, and William fleame, of 
London, citizen and goldsmith, acknowledged a statute-staple of 
500/. unto John Milton, the petitioner, defeazanced by John Milton 
the petitioner's father, on the bchalfe of the petitioner, upon payment 
o(3l2l. the 12th of December then next ensuing, as by a copie of the 
said statute deposed by Thomas Gardner, and by the counterpart of the 
dcfcazancc produced by the petitioner, appearca, since which the said 
Richard Powell and William Heame are both dead, as is informed. 

" The 5th of August, 1647, the sherifl'e of the county of Oxford, 
upon an inquisition taken upon the said statute, did seise into the 
King's hand certaine messuages, lands, and titlies, in Whateley, 
whereof the said Ricliard Powell in hia life was seised in his demesne 
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Bs of fee; a third part wherof Anne his wife [claims] for life ae 
her dower, of the i:loarc ycflrly value of 58/. 3s.' id. The which 
mefiBUBgea and premiasea the said sheriffe, by virtue of a liberat*, did 
the 20lh of November, 1647, deliver unto the petitioner, to hold 
onto him and his assignees as his frank tenement untill he were 
Batisfied his said debt of 500/., with damages, cost^, and charges. Aa 
by a copie of the liberate, and the execution thereof deposed by the 
said Thomas Gardner, appeares. And the petitioner deposeth, that, 
since the extending the said statute, he hath received at severoU tymes 
for the same, and coats of suit, the summc of 180/. or thereabouts; 
and that there is yet remaining due and owing unto him of the prin- 
cipall money, interest, and costs of suit, the sununc of 300/, or there- 
abouts; and further deposeth, that neither he nor any other for him 
or by his direction, privity, or consent, halh released or otherwise dis- 
charged the said statute ; and that he doth not know or conceive any 
reason, cither in law or equity, why he should not receive the said 
remainder of his debt, damages, and costs of suit. 

" And the petitioner, by a particular under his hand, saith, that the 
aaid tithes and lands extended by him, and whereof the said Richard 
Powell was seised in his demesne as of fee, and for which ho desireth 
to compound, are of the cieare yearly value of 80/.; and he craves 
to be allowed 26/. 13*. 4t/. per annum, during the life of Anno 
Powell, the relict of the said Richard, being a third port of the said 
80/. for her dower. 

" And he craves alsoe to be allowed his said debt ui' 300/. All 
which 18 submitted to judgement. 

(Signed) " Pet. Bueketdn. 

"4 Milt. I6S0-1." 

This document is particularly valuable as shewing the connexion 
of the poet with the Powell family so far back as the year 1627, 
when Mary Powell must have been only a child, a circumstance at 
■Tariance with the received accounts of Slilton'a courtdiip, which ^ 
tepresent him aa having made his choice at first sight: " He took a 
journey," says his nephew Phillips, " intu the country, nobody about 
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him certainly knowing the reason, or that it was more tTian a 
journey of recreation ; after a month's stay, home he retuma a inar- 
rieil man that weut out a balchelor; hia wife being Mary, the eldest 
daughter of Mr. Richard Powell, then a justice of peace, of Foreat- 
hill, near Shotover, in Oxfordshire." Phillips's account is followed 
by ail Milton's subsequent biographers. It seems more probable, 
however, as die connection between the two families can be traced 
to the year 1627, that a previous understanding existed, by which 
Milton was acknowledged the accepted lover, but that political con- 
eiderations had prevented the more intimate firiendship of the two 
families until the time of the marriage. 

If this explanation be admitted, it accounts for the apparently 
unwise choice made by Milton, for which ho has been so frequently 
blamed, of marrying the daughter of a Koyalist, who could have 
had few sympathies in common with her husband, and who for 
want of the jovial laugh and the joyous dance deserted his house 
six weelts after her marriage. 

This view likewise harmonises with his aubaequcnt conduct to- 
wards the Powell family, whom, when driven by stress of circum- 
stances from their ancestral mansion, he received into his own house, 
and did all that lay in !iis power to shield them from the pei-secution 
of a triumphant party, which, however moderate in its proscriptions, 
could not but look with distrust on the once staunch supporters of 
the royal cause. It was probably at Milton's suggestion that hia 
father-in-law took the oath of the national covenant before William 
Barton, minister of John Zacharius, London, and waa admitted lo 
compound for his estate, which was that of a gentleman of good 
quality, as appears by the inventory of his goods, printed in Ap- 
pendix, Kos. III. and SXVI, He, however, survived bis mlafortunes 
only a few months, dying at the house of his son-in-law, Milton, 
on or about the 1st of January, 1646-7. 

. " Anne Powell," the widdowe of Richard Powell, of Forrcsthill, 

in the county of Oxon, Esquire, maketh oath, that the said Kichard 

* Oonip. Pspen, FliM Sarin, vol I. )>. S47. Todil, p 8S. 
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Powell, her late husband, died neere the first day of Janusry, iii the 
yuare of our Lord One thousaad sixe hundred fowrtic-sixe, at the 
howse of iMr. John Milton, scituato in Barbican, London. 

(Signed) "Anne Powell." 

" Jur. uor. Comr* 
"27 Feb., 1630-1, R.M." 
Owing to the incumbered state of Mr. Powell's property at the 
lime of his decease * great difficulty was found in the distribution of 
his eifocts, and family dissensions arose. Hia widow, Anne, who 
had brought hira at least 3,000/. at her marriage, naturally looked 
for some adequate provision for her maintenance, and blamed 
Milton for being too liard with her in wilholding her thirds, which 
slie claimed to be payable out of the portion of the real estate made 
over to him by the Commissioners in satisfaction for hia debt of 
500/., and for which lie had paid as fine 130i into the Exchequer. 
The exact bearing of the case will be best explained by the petition 
of John Milton himself, which is preserved amongst the Composition 
Papers : 

25 Feb. 1650-1. 
To the Honourable f the Comaiiasloatirs for Suqut^stralioii at 
Haberdashers' Hall. 
The Petition of John Milton, 
Sheweth, 
That he beit^ to compound by the late Act for certtuac land at 
Whately, in Osfordshire, belonging to Mr. Richard PoweU, late of Foruel- 
hill, in the same county, by reason of an extent which he hath upon the 
said lands by a statute, did put in hia Petition about the middle of 
August last, which was referrd accordingly; but having had important 
business ever since, by order of the Councell of Slate, ho liath had no 
time to proceed in the pcrfeting of his composition; and in the mean 
tjme finds that order hath bin giv'n out from hence to forbidd his tcniints 
to pay him rent; he therfore now deaires he may have all 

• In the Receiver Oanorel'i Koporl for [bo county of Onford, ending b1 
1619, ili>relume<l, Ibut (lireo jWnandshiklrofUr. Powell'iii.'n( ot ia( 
«u Iben due >nd unpmid; it ii ordered, [berelon', that proccM abould as 
lieinL (Hunler. CriticiU and Hbt. Tract., No. III.) 

t RojaliM Ci)Di|ieaituia Vapen, Pint SeliiH, vol. xli. p. 1)2G. 



ifiKing 



6S 



ATEBS 11EI.ATING TO Mil, 



dispBtcli, and that the orJer of SL-questriiig may lie rccaLld, and that the 
composition may be moderated as much as may bee, in regard lliat Mrs. 
Powfll, tbe widow of Lhe said Mr. Ricbard Powell, bath her cause depeud- 
ing before the commissionerB in the Puinted ChumbLT for breaob of 
articles, wlio have udjudg'd her BatiBfactioii to be made for tbe grc-at 
damage doit her by Bi;izing and selling the personal! estate divera Jays 
uller the articles were scald. But by reason of the expiring of that couit 
she hath receivd a8 yet no satisfaction, and beside she haih her thirds 
out of that land which was not cousiderd when her husband followd his 
composition, and lastly the taxes, free ijuartering, and finding of armes, 
were uot then considered, which hare bin since very great and are 
likely to be greater. 

And your petitioner shall be ready to pay what shall be thought rea- 
sonable at any day that shall be appointed. 

(Signed) JoHM Milton. 
26 Feb. leeo-l. 

Mr. Brereton is desired by the Commissioners to perfHct his report in 
Mr. Milton's case by Tuesday next. A. S, E, W. 

lu the margin, in Milton's own hand — 

" 1 doe swear that this debt for which I am to compound according to 
my petition is u true and rea! debt, as will appear upon record, 

" John Milton." 
"Jut. 2SFeb. 1680.1." 

On the other hand, the petition of Anne Powell reflects so ee- 
vercly on the conduct oi' Milton, that I insert U also, more especially 
as Todd has wrongly attributed the notes which were writu-n on the 
blank flyleaf of this petition to a former petition of the I9th April, 
1651,* thus materially all'ecting the bearing of the whole case. 
" To the Honourable the CommissionerB lor Compounding, &c.t 
"The humble Petition of Anne Powell^ widow, the relict of 
Richard Powell, of Forrest hill, in the county of Oxoii, de- 
ceased, 

" Sheweth, 
" That the petitioner brought 3000/. portion to her late hus- 
band, and is now Ivfl in a moat sudd condition, the estate left being 

• S«e A|>p<iuaii, No. XXXTII. t CouiiiauiioD Papen, Vint Scrii^ *nl. t. p, M7. 
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bnt SOL per annum, tlie thirds whereof is but 2GI. I3s.id., to m^n- 
toine herselfe and 8 cHildrcn. 

"The said estate being extended by Jo. Milton on a statute 
Btaplc for a debt of SOOl. for which he liath compounded with your 
houours on the Act of the first of August, and therein allowance 
given him for the petitioner's thirds," yet the said Mr. Milton 
expects your furtlier onlcr therein before he will pay the same. 

" She therefore humbly prayethyour honour's order and dixectiou 
to the said Mr. Milton for the payment of her said thirds, and the 
arreares thereof to preserve her and her children from starving. 

" And, as in duty hound, &c. 

Anne Powell. 

" To be read next petition day, July the 14th, 1651. S.M. 

"16 July, 1651." 

On the fly-leaf of this petitiun are the following notes : 

" Mrs. Powell, — By the law she might recover her thirds with- 
out doubt, but she is so cxtrcame poore she hath not wherewithal! 
to prosecute, and besides, Mr. Milton is a harsh and ehoUerieke 
man, and married Mrs. Powell's daughter, who would be undone 
if any such course were taken against him by Mrs. Powell, he having 
turned away his wiJe heretofore for a long space upon some other 

*' This note ensuing Mr. Milton writ, whereof this is a copy. 

" Although I have eompomided for my extent, and shalbc so 
much the longer in receiving my debt, yet at the request of Mrs. 
Powell in regard of her present necessilys I am contented as farre as 
belongs to my consent to allow her the 3rds of what 1 receive &om 
the estate, if the Commissioners shall so order it, that what I allow 
her may not be reckoned upon my accompt. 

" In the margin, Mrs. Powell's Note, 16 July, 1651. 

" The estate is wholy extended, and a saving as to the 3ds 
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prayed but not grantetl, we cannot therefore allow the Srda to the 
petitioner." 

The refusal of the Commissioners to acknowledge the claim of 
Mrs. Powell to her thirds places the conduct of Milton in a far 
difitrent light, and shows the asperity of feeling displayed by hia 
mother-in-law, who, bo far from having cause to accuse him of with- 
holding her just right, had apparently been receiving the thirds to 
which she was not entitled by the decision of the Commissionen. 
It was only when she demanded them as a legal right that Miltoa 
refiiscd to pay them," and then he generously offered that if the 
Commissioners would order that what he allowed her might not be 
reckoned upon hia account, he would continue to pay them, although 
by BO doing the period for the repayment of hia debt would ba 
conaderably extended. Nor was this a new encrouehmeot of the 
Commissioners for the purpose of favouring Milton, for, by referring 
to the former petition of Ann Powell of the 19th April, 1651,t it 
will be seen that they then reliieed to acknowledge her claim, but 
left her to the law ; it might be fiirther argued that, even if Milton 
had given up his claim entirely, Mrs. Powell would probably have 
been none the better off for it, as there were several other claimante 
in the field who held mortgages on the eBtate.J 

The whole charge therefore of Milton being "a harsh and 
choleric man " falls to the ground, and must be regarded as an ebul- 
lition of passion on the part of Mrs. Powell and her partisans, who, 
so far from desiring "to give no fiirther provocation," § fleoms to 
have gone as Cir as possible in alienating the only man who could 
be of service to her and her children. Had not Milton been natu- 
rally of a kind and generous disposition, he could not have forgiven, 

* See PMhion of Jobn MiltOD, p. Gl. 

f Apjwndix, No. ilxxvii. I Soe Appendix, Ho*, xtii. and xvtil. 

{ Voniua, Hainiiui, uid all who b*re leh aa aa; nccoaat of tlie life of Millon, agre* 
tlmt ho wsi affable Bud inatruL'tiiiH in canremlian, of equal and cbecrful temp«r; and 
RicbardBon, recurding the wordB al the {wet'i jouogeM daDghler Elcborali, aajra, " He waa 
delighlful companj, the life of tho coDreraaliOD, and tkut on accanut ofa flow of labjinl, 
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Bs Le evidently did, such an unpardonaUe onslaught on his cha- 
' meter. For a short time after, 15 July, 1653, we fiud his brother 
Christopher* acting as counsel in the interest of Mrs. Powell to 
recover from the Government such redress as she and her family 
were entitled to. It being the Commissioners, and not Wilton, who 
were really to blame for her distress. Kot only had Mr. Powell's 
goods been seized and made away with by their orders, in violation 
of !aw,t which othcnvise woidd have enabled him to Jiave paid hia 
composition, but the fines on hia lands wore so exorbitant as to be 
in violation of the Articles of Oxford, and the Court of Articles 
was consequently obliged to abate the fines, through the able conduct 
of the suit by Christopher Milton,! '^'^'^ recovered bo much of their 
property for the Powells that in 1665 we find Kichard PowcU, Ihe 
eldest son and heir, rated to the hearth-tax, as the principal person 
at Forest Hill. 

The other claimant on Powell's property was John Pye, sou of 
Sir Robert Pye, whose claim was so intimately connected with that 
of Milton that the documents which illustrate the one also throw 
light upon the other. The report of John Readinge, to whom 
Pye's petition was referred, shows how the Powell family came into 
possession of the manor of Forest Hill, and furnishes other curioiiB 
particulars relative to the income and the sources from which it was 
derived of Milton's father- in-faw. 

According to your order of tbe ISth of August, 1650, § upon tbe peti- 
tion of John Py, Esr]. desircing allowance of a mortgage of certaine lands ot 
Bichard Powell, Eeq. a delinijuent, deceased, 1 finde — 

That Eiiniood Browne, Esq. by Indenture, dat<^ 21 July, 1623, bar- 
gained and sold to Richard Powell, Esq. the manner of Forrest hill, with 
the appurtennances, in the county of Oxen, with the rectory impropriate, 
and nthe.T lands there, for the tearme of 31 ycares, to commence from the 
expiration of a former lease thereof for 20 yeares, which did expire the 
first of November, 1641, for and under the yearly rent of 5/. 

That the said Richard Powell, by Lis Indenture, bearebg date the 



* Appondix, 
t Appoddix 
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30 June, 1640, in consideratioa of ],400/. therein alleaged to bee paid, did 
graunt, barg.iine, sell, (tsBignc, and sett over to S' Robert Py, knt. the said 
msnnor of Forrest hill, and other the premisses, for the whole tearme 
therein then to come and unexpired. Under this proviso, to bee voyd 
upon payment of the Eoiaine of 1,5101. the first of July, 1641, as hy the 
said deed now produced under the band and seale of the said Richard 
Powell, ihe sealing and delivery whereof is proved by Richard Sherwyn, 
gent. And it is deposed by Ann Powell, widow, that for non-payment of 
the said l,510i. the said S' Robert Py entred upon the said premisses in 
May or June, 1646, before any sequestration layd thereupon. That after- 
wards the said S' Robert Py, hy his Indenture, dated the 3 December, 
1647, in consideration of the natural! love and affection which hee bore 
to the petitioner, being one of his sonns, did graunt, assignc, and sett over 
the said premisses, and all his estate therein, then to come and unexpired, 
unto the petitioner, bis cxeculors, and assignes. 

And I finJe by an affidavit of the said 8' Robert Py, here taken, that 
before the 30 June, 1 640, hee redeemed a lease fori'eited by Eichard Powell, 
Esq. to George Fursman, by payingc l.OOOi, to the said Fursman for the 
said Richard Powell, and that hee lent the said Richard Powell before the 
tyrae above mentioned 300/. more in mony, both which somnies, togeatlier 
with 100/. for consideration, amounted to 1,400/., for security whereof th» 
gaid Richard Powell did convey by his owne denire imto tiie deponent the 
premisses by the deed before mentioned, which debt is still unpaid, and 
noe act donn by him or any other to hiaknowledg to release or invallld 
the said deed. 

It appeareth by a porticuler under the petitioner's hand, that the lands 
which hee holds by verlue of the said mortgage are of the yearly valine of 
272/. 15f. 8d. over and above 20/. therein alleaged to bee issueing out of 
it to the curate, and 5*. for cheefe-rent, both which are deposed by the 
petitioner. 

And it is aUo deposed by the petitioner, that the debt, intrest, aud 
charges oweing to the pelitioner upon the said mortgage, over and above 
all the money which hee hath receaved, doth amount unto the somme of 
1,238/. twelve hundred thirty-eight pounds. 

And that hee doth not know any thinge lo release or invalid the said 
n law or equity. 
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I doc not finde that the said SicharJ Powell the dulinqiieiit is com- 
prised ia any cxccptioa from composilioii. 

All which, &c. Ji). Readinge. 

.. I6S0-1. 

In materials illustrative of the lattor part of Slilioti'a life the 
tate Paper OfBcc ia less rich. After his retirement from office, on 
e iicccEsion of Charles II, Milton, as h well known, retired into 
irivate life, and was included in the Act of Oblivion, but this only 
tstcnded to his political conduct ; in his eapacity of author he was 
[!Sted, at the command of the Parliament, and placed under the 
BEtody of the Serjeant-at-Arms, who detained him for six months, 
Old demanded so exorbitant a sum for liis keop that Milton refused 
9 pay it. The cause of his arrest, which has so long remained a 
■tystcry, ia entirely explained by the entry in the Commona' Journal 
f 16 June, 1660, which shows that his offence was having written 
o ably in the Commonwealth cauao. 

Ordered,* That his Majesty be humbly moved, from this House, that 

will please to issue his proclamation for the calling in of the two books 

Tittcn by John Milton ; one intituled " Johannis Miltoni Angli pro 

o AngUcanu Defensio contra Claudii Anonymi, ali:is Sulmosii, Defen- 

:iani ; " and the other in answer to a hook intituled " The Por- 

siture of bis Sacred Majesty in his Solitudes and Suffi'rings ; " and also 

e book intituled "The Obstructors of Justice," written in defence of tlje 

rsiterous sentence against his said late Majesty, by John Goodwin ; and 

icli other books as shall be presented to his Majesty in a schedule from this 

Hi ; and to order them to bi; bui^it by the hund of the common hangman. 

[ Ordered, That Mr, Attorney General do cause eiTectual proceedings to 

I fortllwith had, by way of indictment or iiifonnatlon, against John 

[ilton, in resfiect of the two books by him written; the one intituled 

" Johannig Miltoni Angli pro Poputo Anglicano Defensio contra Claudii 

Anonymi, alias Salniaeii, Di'fensioneni Regiam; " and the other in answer 

to a book intituled " The Portraiture of his Sacred Majesty in his Solitudes 

and Sulferings;" and also against John Goodwin, in respect of a book by 

* CommoTia jDUniBl. vul. viii. p, 6H. Thi> entr^ hai ilnngelj li«cn uvcrluokuJ by nlJ 
Mil Ion '■ pretiona biognplien, 
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him written, intituled " The Obstructors of Justioe," teing in defence of 
the traiterciua senltnce against the late King's Majesty. 

Resolved, That Wr. Milton, and Mr. John Goodwin, be forthwitli sent 
for, in custody, by the Serjeant-at-Amia attending thia House. 

This censure of Parliament was followed up hy the Privy Council, 
who directed, 27 June, 16fiO, that the " Attorney- General • be orilered 
to prepare a Proclamation iu consequence of an Order of the House of 
Coninions relating to hooks written and published hy John Milton." 

" Upon con si deration this day had in councell of the Order of the 
House of Commons of the 16th of this Inst. June, concerning two 
scandalous books, written and published hy John Milton, viz., one 
intituled ' Jobannia Miltoni Angh pro Populo Anglicano Defensio 
contra Claudii Anonymi, alias Salmaai, Defensionem Kegiam;' the 
other in answer to a book intituled ' The Portrature of bia Sacred 
Majesty in his Solitudes and Suffcringc;' asalsoe another scandalous 
booke, written by John Goodwyn, intituled ' The Obstructors of 
Justice,' written in defence of the trayterous sentence of death 
given against his said late Majesty : It is ordered by his Majesty 
that the Attumey-Generall doe forthwith prepare a Proclamation 
concerning them, according to the desire of the House of Commons 
expressed in the said Order." 

A Proclamation was accordingly issued, and several copies are 
still in existence, although the great majority have perished, as is 
usual with such ephemeral productions, 
By the King.t 

A Froulamatton for calling iu and suppressing of li^o books written by 
John Milton ; the one intituled " Johanuis Miltoni Angli pro Pi^iUo 
Anglicano Defensio, contra Claudii Anonymi, alias .Salinaaii, Defensionem 
Ri'giam;" and the other in answer to a book intituled " The Pourtraictuw 
of his Sacred Majesty in his Solitude and Suflurings;" and also a third 
book intituled "The Obstructors of Justice." written by John Goodwin. 

Chakles E. Whereas John Milton, late of Wi-sl minster, iu Ite county 

* Council tUgiXar, Car. II. vol- L ]i, 46. 
t Coll. Pr». Cu. II. p. It. S,P, O, 
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f Middltsex, hath pnblished in print two several booka, tbe one intituled 
!•• Johannis lliltoni Angli pro Pbpulo Anglicuno DefenBio, contra Claudii 
ni, alias Sitlinaaii, Defonaionem Regiam;" and the other in answer 
% book intituled " The Punrtriucture of hia Sacred Majesty in his Soli- 
e and Sufferings." In hotli wliich are contained sundry treasonable 
s against us and our Government, iind most impious cadeavors to 
rtifie the horrid and unmal^hable mnrther of onr late dear father, of 
lorioDS memory: 

i And whereas John Goodwin, late of Golcman-street, London, clork, 
b also published in print.a hook intituled " The Obstructors of Justice," 
ra in defence of the traiterous sentence against liis siiid late Ma- 
tety: (And whereas the suid John Milton and John Goodwin are both 
flfld, or so obscure themselves, thiit no endeavors used for their apprehen* 
aion can take effect, whereby they might be brought to legal trya!, and 
deservedly receive condigue punishment for their treiiBous and offeiices: 
Now to the end that our good subjects may not be corrupted in tholr 
■dgments with such wicked and traitrous principlcH as are dispersed and 
Battered throughout the before-mentioned books, we, upon llie motion of 
&e Commons in Parliament now assembled, doe hereby streiglitly charge 
ind command all and every person and persona whatsoever, who live Id 
wy city, burrough, or town incorporate witliin this our kingdom of Eng- 
tnd, the dominion of Wales, and town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, in whose 
Mnds any of those books are or hereafter shall be, that they upon pain of 
r high displeasure and the consequence thereof, do fortliwitli, upon pu!j- 
sation of this our command, or within ten days immediately following, 
r cause the same to be delivered, to the mayor, bayliffa, or other 
Aief officer or magistrate, in .any of the said cities, burrouglis, or towns 
incorporate, where sucti person or persons so live; or if living out of any 
city, burrough, or tuwn incorporate, then lo the next justice of peace 
odjoyning to Iiis or their dwelling or place of abode, or if living in eithei' 
of our universities, then to the Vice-Chancellor of that university wlierc 
he or they do reside. 

And in default of such voliuitary delivery, which we do espect in 
servance of our said command, that then and after the lime before 
piled expired, the said cliief magistrate of all and every the said cities, 
'I towns incorporate, the justices of the peace iu llieir several 
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coutitioB, and the vice-cliancullora of our said universities respectivoly, an 
hereby commanded to seize and take all and evvi-y the bosks aforesaid, in 
whose hfinds ur possession soever they sliiU! W found, and certifie the 
names of tUe offenders unto our Privy Councel. 

And we do hereby also give special charge and oommand to the said 
chief magistrates, justices of the peace, and vice-chancellors respectivoly, 
that they cause the said books which shall be brought unto any of their 
hands, or seized or taken na aforesaid, by vertue of this our prooliunation, 
to be delivered to the respective sheriiTs of those counties where thfy 
respectively live, the first and next assizes that shall aller happen, and the- 
said sheriffs are hereby also required, in time of holding such assises, la 
cause the same to he publickly burnt by the hnnd of the •omiuon 
hangman. 

And we do further streighily charge and command that no man het«- 
after presume to print, vend, sell, or disperse any the aforesaiil books upun 
pain of onr heavy displeasiu^, and of such further punishmi^nt us for their 
presumption in that behalf may any way be infliuted upon them by the 
laws of this realm. 

Given at our court at Whiteliall, tlie 13th day of August, in the twelfth 
year of our reign, 16G0. 

London, printed by John Bill and Christopher Bavker, printers to the 
King's most excellent Majesty, 16(J0. 

The reason put fortli in this proclamation, that Goodwin and Miltoa, 
lK)th men of position and property, " are both fled or so obacure ilicin- 
selves, that no endeavours used for their apprehension could take 
cHcct," is probably not tlie true one. Is it not moro reasonable to 
infer that the Iviny as littlu desired the trouble of prosecuting as 
they of being proaeeuted ? His only object in issuing the preceding 
proclamation was to give, satisfaction to the parliament and the 
courticra, who were restless for persecutions, and of whose rebuke 
by the King the following anecdote is related: On one occasion 
Charles II. bciiig pressed by his courliers to inllict some signal 
punishment upon Milton, he inquin^d what was tlie position of tlie 
individual upon whom they inroke<l hb vengeance — wa« he not 
old. Wind, and destitute? On recdving an affirmative reply, h« 
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pfiud, he consideTed tliat he was BuJficimiUy punished by being re- 
\ daced to eui^h a condition. 

Tho Commons having eatiafied their revu^nge in ineffectual en- 

I deavours to §upprcsB the political writings of Milton, at length, after 

[ flia; months' detention, roleiiBed him h-oni the "custody of the eerjeant ; 

■ Saturday, December 15, 1660. Ordered, That Mr. Milton, now 

I in custody of the Seijeant-at-Anns attcndinif this House, be forth- 

I with released, paying his fees." On this occasion the King granted 

I him a pardon, as wo loam from tho general index to the -.(arrant 

I books in the Stale Paper OfEcc, where, under the date Dec. 1660, 

I the following entry occurs, " Milton, John, pardon," although tlie 

[ pardon itself is wanting, the warrant books for the first year after 

I the Restoration having never been placed in that repository. Anned 

r with this autliority, Milton felt himself sufficiently secure to apiwal 

I against tho extortion of the Seijeant-at-Arins, who hirnseW was 

I Bummoncd to appear before the Committi-e fbr Privileges, as appears 

I from an entry in the Commons' Journal under date 17 Dec. 1660. 

A complaint • being made, that the Serjeant-at-Amis had demanded 

excesBiTe fees for the iroprisonmeot of Mr. Milton, Ordemd, That it \ie 

I referred to the Committee for Privileges to examine this business, and to 

call Mr. Milton and the Serjeant before them; and to determine what is 

fit to be given the Serjeant for hie fees in this case. 

How tho matter was delcrmined we are not informed, but wc 
may rest satisfied that Milton would not have contended had he not 
known lumseif to have right on his side. 

Although, under the Commonwealth, Milton filled the important 
office of Secretary for Foreign Tongues, and received the public 
thanks of the Government as a beneCictor to his country, he had 
not sufficient interest to shield the other members of his family fix)m 
political disgrace. His father-in-law's household was broken up and 
scat tered.t and his only brother Christopher, although a coimscl of con- 

• Common.' Jounisl. vul. liii. p. 206, 

1- Capt. WilliBm Powell, one ot the »ni, attained the nak of Captain Lieutenvit la 
1]m Pkriiamentoi^ forces undor Ljuuteiunl-Quiiuni Muuh, aaJ wu killed iu ScolUud 
la ttaewrilceof Uio ParluiiuoDt. (See Appunilix No. KUV.J 



62 PAPERS RELATING TO MILTON 

sidcrable eminence, who, after the Restoration, was made a judge, and 
subsequently knighted by James II., was fined and branded with the 
epithet of " delinquent," as we learn from the following entry: — 

'* Christopher Milton,* of Reddinge, in the county of Berks, 
Esq., Councellor at Lawe. His delinquency, that he was a Com- 
missioner for the Kinge under the greate scale of Oxford, for 
sequestringe the Parliament's freinds of three countyes ; and after- 
wards went to Excester and lived there, and was there at the tyme 
of the surrender, and is to have the benefitt of those articles, as by 
the Deputy- Go vemor's certificate of that place of the 16th of May, 
1646, doth appeare. He hath taken the Nationall Covenant before 
William Barton, minister of John Zacharies, the 20th of April, 
1646, and the negative oath heere the 8th August, 1646; he com- 
pounds upon a Perticular delivered in under his hand, by which 
he doth submit to such fine, &c. and by which it doth appeare — 

'' That he is seized in fee, to him and his heirs in possession, of 

and in a certaine messuage or tenement scituate in St. Martin's parish, 

Ludgate, called the signe of the Crosse Keys, and was of the yeerely 

value before theis troubles, 40Z. Personall estate he hath none. 

"(Signed) Will. Thomson, 

" U5ih Aug. 1646, " Fine at 3'^ is 200/. 

*^ Jerom Alexander." 

The money for payment of the fine however was not forth- 
coming, and Christopher Milton was returned by the Commissioners 
as a defaulter : f 

'* The names of such delinquents who have elapsed their terms 
for payment of the latter moiety of their fines. Berks. Chr. Milton 
of Reading." 

The Commissioners, not content with the estimate given in by 
Christopher Milton himsclf,J instituted a strict inquiry for any other 
property he might possess in other places besides his house in 
St. Martin's parish, Ludgate. 

♦ Comp. Papers, Second Scries, vol. xiv. p. 193. Todd, p. 267. 

+ Order Book G. p. 890. % Appendix No. lxiii. 
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" To the Commissi on era for Scquestrationa in the county of 
Suffolk* 
" Gents. 
" We are informed that Mr. Christopher Milton, who had long 
ince a fine set upon him for hb delinquency, hath aomc estate in 

■ jour county. Wee do not find hts Particuler mentionH more then 
Ikq house in London; and therefore wo ilesire you will make some 

■ enquiry conccmcinf; him, and certify what shall come to your know- 
I ledge, unto yours, &c." 

As also one 

" To the Coraniissionera for Sequestration!? in the county of 
Berks,t 18 Feb. 1651-2, 
" Gbnts. 
" We have received three letters from you, all dated the 14th day 
l-of Feb. instant, Concemeing Mr. Milton, hee hath compounded 
onely for an estate in London. But wee sent his name to you in 
I regard hee wrilt himselfe of Reading, and have sent to Suffolk to 
I enquire if hee have any estate there, &c." 

It would Bcem that Chrigtopher Milton was by no means earefiil 
I to identify himself with any particular locality, as in addition to the 
planes above mentioned we find him described as belonging, at 
I the same time, both to London and Exeter. 

" These are to certific that Christopher Milton, of London, in 

' the county of Middlesex, Esq. did freely and fully take the Na- 

tionull Covenant, and subscribe tlie same, upon the Eve and twen- 

1 tieth day of Aprill, 164C. The said covenant being administered 

I unto him, according to onler, by me, 

" Wm, Bauton, minister of John Zechariea, London. 
" I>orM, — Mr. Christopher Milton took the Oath this 8th of 
August, 1646. Thos. Vincent. * 

" We doe hereby certifie that diverse credible persons, now 
dwelling in this ciltje, have wriinessod before us, that Christopher 
• S.P.O. Leller B«* X. p. <31. t IWJ. p. H. 
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Milton did inhabit in tliia citty within seavcn moneths before the 
Btirrender of the same into the hands of his excellency Sir Thomas 
Fairefax. Given at Exeter, under our hands, tliis sixteenth day of 
May, 1646. " J. HURr. En. Wolfe." 

The following contemporary genealogical table occurs in the Har- 
leian MS. 5802 (the Pedigrees of Knights by Peter le Neve, Norroy), 
and contains some interesting notices of Sir Christopher Milton : — 

" Milton, Suffolk. S' Christoier Milton, of [Ipswich] , Siiff. 

one of the barons of the Exchequer, kn'ted nt Whitehall 25 Apr. 
I686j he was a lawyer in Suff. not a considerable one,* but bcinga 
papist was promoted at this time, 

[Hlllon'i Dl9cip1ino ot Divorca, where tlii! account ie giv«n.] 
John Milton, of London, ■ wriToner. 

, ^ J 

JuhD Milton, at London, 8' Cbriitorer M 
wbo writt PuniJae Lotlj Suff. li'lec! u( mpm, and iiied at I 
m, d. of Powell of Ox- Biuhmare, djeJ daj of t I 
ford=p bur. in S' Niuota* parish, Ips- i 



Two dans. Thomiui Miltuo, Ci<| dapntj=Marlhn. .1' of Chariui Fleetwood, of North. 

by her.I Ciarkof the Crown In Chan- »mplon town, remaried to Wm, Cowaid, Dr. 

cenf. dyed $ uf Phi«icli nt London and Ipiwich. 

* In the aliirtor. granted by Charles II. to the town of Ipgwicli, Sir Chrialopher ww 
conatituted the flnl and new depatj-recurder of it. Be alio oanductod teieml important 
Buila agaiuiit the Goremment during the Cummon wealth. " ExaliiKjuer Cbambtf, 
Weslm. Wednoadaj, the 9lh of Maicb, IGGS, By the CoiamiHiouera nppointod (or 
Reliofe upon Articles uf Warr. Upon motion of Ur. Hilton of counwll wilb Nicholai 
Uorlaso, Enq. pit. in this Court, and upon conudaiation of tbc answer of Hr. Sanucll 
Kocwich and Mr. Franoii Courtney, two of j' Commi^onon for SecjueilrMiun," let. 
(Compoution Papen, Pinl Seriea, •ol. ii. p. B06. 8c« al>n Appeudii No, LV.) 

f Sir Chrinopher Milton waa buried in the parish cburoh of St. Nii^hohu, !S Manli, 
1692^ The baptism of his daugbter Mary i> entered In the rfgister Man-h 2fl, I6SU. 
Beaiaet anotber daughter, Catherine, he appenta. Cram tbe researches of ProfiiBor Muun 
in the Hurton register, to have had an infant son, wbo was buried Harsh Si), 1839, and 
n danghlsr, Sacnh, who was baptiieJ Aa;. 11, 161". 

t Milton bad three daagblen. 

i Thn date i« left blank, with tlie following Dote : '• A<k docler Conard alnul ii.- 
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Of Milton's literary friends and contemporaries there are a few 
papers of interest in the State Paper Office which may be worth 
preserving. It was whilst at St. Paul's school that Milton first 
became acquainted with Alexander Gill, son of the head- master, and 
at that time usher there, who was about eleven years older than 
himself, and a great proficient in the composition of occasional verses, 
written as scholars then deemed scholarly, in classical languages and 
upon classical models, many examples of which have been preserved 
to us in his beautiful collection of Latin and Greek lyrics published 
in 1632; but as none of his English pieces are known, I shall here 
insert one which turned up the other day amongst the Domestic 
Correspondence in the State Paper Office, entitled ** An Elegy 
dedicated to the eternal memory of the most beautiful and virtuous 
Lady, Mistress Penelope Noel, daughter to the Lord Viscount Camp- 
den," and which, as it was written in the same year in which Milton 
is believed to have commenced his immortal lyrics, cannot fail to be 
of interest. 

AN ELEGY. 

How fast my griefs come on ! how thick a shoal 
Of sorrows throng about this frighted soul ! 
Was't not enough my dear Amyntas late 
Was taken from me, by too early fate ? 
Was't not enough, that on great Sweden's hearse 
My muse, astonished, pinned her mournful verse ?' 
But thou, blest saint, before with careful heed 
My wounds were heal'd, mak'st them afresh to bleed ; 
And in my sorrows claimst as large a share, 
As thy rare beauty and thy virtues were ! 
But 'tis the hand of heaven, whose doom doth cross 
My dearest hopes, and triumphs in my loss. 
Henceforth (though with regret of heart) I'll strive, 
Where any lives whom I would keep alive. 
To love with less intention, lest I seem 
To plot with Death against myself and them. 
But 8iu*e, this was not all, not my desire 
CAMD. 80C. K 
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Of thy long life did shoot that raging fire 
Into thy veins, that burning ague^s ^ame 
Which did to ashes bring the goodliest frame 
That ever Nature wrought, and did calcine 
By too strong chymistry the richest mine 
Of Virtue's precious ore. Thine own bright soul, 
Inflamed with love divine, did still control 
All earthly thoughts, so that thy ague's fire. 
Working with that of zeal, did soon conspire 
(To make our sorrows and thy wishes even) 
Hence to translate a soul allied to heaven. 

And yet, since heaven was sure enough at last. 
What needest thou t' have made such nimble haste ? 
How many noble branches first derived 
From thy immortal womb might here have thriv'd 
To cedars ? but thy virgin soul was meant 
Home to return as spotless as 'twas sent, 
And thy fair corps chose rather to abide 
By a cold grandsire's than warm husband's side. 
Yet canst thou never die so long as Fame 
Hath imp't her wings with record of thy name ; 
And choice endowments of thy mould and mind 
In sad remembrance lefl with us behind. 
Such was the lustre of thy angle hue 
That, when thy limbs shall in proportion due 
Meet in a better world thy better part. 
Thou canst not shine much brighter than thou wert ; 
So full of mildness were thy words and look^ 
They well might serve for chureh and laymen's books ; 
Thy mind so pure, thy thoughts so chaste were all. 
Thou scarce knew'st sin, but what's original. 
Farewell, sweet saint ; accept this obsequy 
From one whose heart so truly honour'd thee, 
That if his small experience or just grief 
Wrest not his thoughts to a perverse belief, 
Thinks that with thee more of perfection died 
Than now doth live in all thy sex beside. Alex. Gil. 
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The gift of poesy was, however, in those times, when the scissors 
of the censor often clipped the wings of imagination, a dangerous 
accomplishment. United with a love of politics, it led Milton's friend 
into a serious encounter with the authorities in 1628;* in which 
year he wrote a poem condemnatory of the Duke of Buckingham 
and his influence over the King, a fragment of which, comprising 
one stanza and part of another, is preserved in the State Paper Office, 
having probably been seized with his other papers on the occasion 
of his arrest. 

• Heavens still preserve him '* ney t " I crave ; 
Thou wilt be pleased, good Grod, to save 
My sovereign from a Ganymede, 
Whose whorish breath hath power to lead 
His Majesty which way it list: 
O I let such lips be never kist. 
From a breath so fair excelling. 
Bless my sovereign and his smelling. 

And now, just God 1 I humbly pray, 
That thou will take that slime away, 
That keeps my sovereign's eyes from viewing 
The things that will be our undoing. 
Then let him hear, good Grod ! the sounds 
As well of men as of his hounds ; 
Give him a tast, and timely too. 
Of what his subjects undergo : 
Give [him] a feeling of their woes. 
And then, no doubt, his royal nose 
Will quickly smell those rascals' savom-s 
Whose blacky deeds eclipse his favours ; 
Though found and scourged for their offences : 
Heavens bless my King and all his senses ! 

Shortly after the writing of these lines, Gill uttered an unguarded 

* See Examination of William Grinkin, M.A. of Jesus Coll. Oxon^ in Domestic Cor- 
respondence, Car. I. vol. cxviii. No. 77. 
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expression at Oxford, which brought down on him the unmitigated 
wrath of Laud, then Bishop of London, who immediately wrote to 
the King: 

** Most gracious Soveraigne, — 
" 1 heare present your Majestye with the examination of one 
Alexander Gill.* I am hartelye sorye I must tell your Majestye he 
is a dcvine, since he is voyd as it seemes of all humanitye. Thiss 
is but his first examination, and not upon oath. When the infor- 
mation came to me against bime, as I could not in dewtye but take 
present care of the busynes ; soc I thought it was fitt to examine 
himc as privatlye as I might, because y* speeches ar soe foide against 
religion, allegeance, your Majesty's person, and mye dcare Lord layd 
bye execrable hands in y* dust. He hath confessed most of it, 
the rest I am tolde will be proved. I have committed hime close 
prisoner, till I receave farther direction from your Majestye, which 
I humblye desyer your Majestye to signifye bye mye Lord Con waye, 
or anye -other waye which shall seeme good to your Majesty es 
wisdome. I continue mye dailye prayers for your Majestyes health 
and happincs. 

'* Your Majestyes most humble and fayth-full servant, 

**Guil: London. 

»* September 6j 1628." 

Inclosed in this letter is a memorandum in Bishop Laud's own 
hand, which is even more interesting than the letter itself, as it 
introduces us to another branch of the Powell family, Mr. Powell 
9f Hart Hall, and to the celebrated Chilling worth, as a member of 
the same coterie with Gill, Pickering, and other friends of Milton. 

•* When Alexander Gill spake those lewd words in Oxford, thear 
wear present (as I am informed) Mr. Pickeringe and Mr. Craven of 
Trinityc CoUedgc, and Mr. Powell of Hart Hall, and after that the 
words wear repeated and some other added in the hcaringe of these 

* Those who wi«h to investigate this matter mure fully, will And the ExaminaUon of 
Alexander Qill in ttie State Paper Office, Domestic Series, Car. I. vol. cxvi. No. 56. 
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a above named, and one Mr. Sliillingwnrtli wiioiiio tlioy inoi 
■in Trinilyc College, of which house he likewise is." 

This lattei' waa probably the man who gave inforination to the 
I Government against Gill, for four days later [Sept. 10] we find the 
I following Ictti'r from Saiiiucl Fisher to William Pickering, at Tri- 
Kuily CoUepe, (Ixford: 

"Salutem. Ncwea indeed! Mr. Alexander Gill was on friday, 

a the afternoon, taken out of his schoole by two pursevauts to my 

' Loi-d of London's, who lieth at Westminster; questioned there of 

I words he spake in our college, from thence coinitted to the Gate- 

I house, and remaines soe close prisoner that neither father nor 

I mother nor fruind canne spcake with him. ChilUngwortli is thought 

I to bee his accuser, and I feare had noe other businesa to London. 

I One of our house for certaine Is the man. Chillingworth left mee at 

I the turning to Westminster and made speed thither, which makes 

I mee beleeve soe. Your brother-in-law is affraide that you may 

I come into the question; I am afrside of myselfe, and at the first 

I hearing of it questioned with myselfe what to doe, either of staying 

I or returning: particulars I caimot Icarne, this only, that Mr. Gill 

I confest the worries hee was accused for, which (as I hearc) weere 

I these, that the King was a weake man and did ill in suflcring the 

' Duke BO long. They were sent up in a letter to the Bishop, and out 

of the letter hee was examined ; what will beecome of him or the 

cause I know not; feare I doc much. Sir Morly and Mr. Deodat* 

arc of my mind, that Chillingworth is the man. Sir Kobert Savage 

waa comitted to the Tower on Munday upon wordea spoken, as 

I these, that if Fealton had not killed the Duke he would. Fealton ia 

\ in the Tower. Oilier newea I have sent you in print. Remember 

J to Mr. Vice -Presiil cut, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Kobert, Mr. I^Iazard 

I Law. Mr. Richardson halh beene in Kent this wecke and more. 

" Sam. FisilEu. 
"Vale, Sept. 10. 

■ I'rabalil; t'h«tln Di<«lnii, <j<i whom Millun wroie Uil- Uiiii ek-pj. u he viu, ..f tli* 
Eic eollfge with CiilJ. 
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*' You shall, by the grace of God, heere more on Saturday. I 
pray see the letter inclosed delivered. 

'* To his kind freind, Mr. Pickering, at Trinity College, in 
Oxford, these." 

Dorso, in Attorney- General HeatJCs handj — "Tliis letter was 
shewed to Mr. Gill at his examination. 

** Ro. Heath. Jo. Finch." 

Nor was Pickering's brother-in-law mistaken in his suspicion that 
his relative might also be implicated,* for within four days after we 
find the following letter from Accepted Frewen, Vice-Chancellor of 
Oxford, to the Council: 

** May it please your Lordships, — 

*' According to your Lordships' commandement, by your letters 
of the lOth of this moneth, we did yesterday, being the 13th of the 
same, repaire unto Trinitye College, in this Universitye, and did 
there search the chamber, studye, and pockets of Mr. William 
Pickering, a M** of Arts and commoner in the sayd college, wherein 
we found divers libells and letters, of which letters some were written 
and subscribed by Mr. Alexander Gill, some by other persons, and 
some not subscribed at all, all of them (both libells and letters)i 
either in their maine scope, or in some clauses of them, touching 
upon the late Lord Duke of Buckingham, either in the execrable 
murther committed upon his person, and some passages since, or in 
some actions of his whilest he lived, all which we send unto your 
Lordships herewith scaled up, according to your commandement. 

** For the letters which are not subscribed Mr. Pickering saith he 
knoweth not whence they came, nor by whom they are written ; but 
that he is abused in them, and that they were delivered into the 
college butterye for him, some as coming from London and some 
out of the countrey. In regard whereof, not having further direc- 
tion from your Lordships concerning him, we have thought fitt to 
advise Mr. Doctor Kettle, the president of the college, to enjoyne 

* So© hit Kxttminatiun, Domctttic Corrospondcnco, Car. I. vol. cxvii. No. 78. 
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the sayd Mr. Pickering not to depart the college till your Lordships' 
plcflsiirc be Curlhcr knowen. All which most humbly leaving to the 
, jrrave wiai;domo aud judgement of your Lordships, wc rest 
" Your Lordships in all stTvice 

" Most humbly to- be commanded, 

"■A. I-'iJEWEN, Vicecau. Oxon, 
" Laur. Whitaker. 
"Osforil, 14 Seplpniber, 1C28." 

Endorsed, — " Mr. Whitacker'e Letter to the Lords." 

The next document we meet with is the examination of William 
Grinkin, M.A., of Jesus College, in Oxford, 15 Oct. 1628, who 
clears himself from having written the letters and verses addressed to 
Mr. Pickering, and attributes them to Alexander Gill, whom lie 
says dictated them while he wrote, but the paper is not of sufEcient 
interest to require printing.* Eleven days after, Ben Jonson was 
arrested on a similar charge of writing inflajpmatory verses, and 
examined before Attorney- Gen era! Heath, when ho protested on 
"his Christianity" that he knew nothing of the verses attributed to 
him, which were really the production of Zouch Townley, t Yet 
flU91)icioii seemed to cling to him, as though his connexion with the 
Gunpowder conspirators was not entirely forgotten, although he bad 
*-ohinteered on that occasion to turn spy himself if a better person 
could not be found. J His examination is so curious that it deserves 
to be recorded. 

■ It wUI be founil in Domcatio Coiroapondfnce, Cir. I. vol. civiii. No. 17. 

" AUundcr Gilt. (hsL wu nnniTvd Ibis <Uj Hnnight to luae bit «uk, &(^. beiaf s 
minWer ud bulielor of dWinlt;, will, u ii Iliouglit, for liia eoal'i uke, ncape Ibal dii- 
gnaehl pnnudiment." (LcIEor of Mr. Vary Co Keu. Joseph Mvad, Noi. H, 1H28.) 

-f Zmicb Townlej, t, minuter of rare psrti, that rliould h*vD mme into the Star 
Ctumbrr an (nw, for writing ut vera«a " to liii confined friend, Mr. Fetlon," la got afe 
o>ar to the Hngoe, where unie ny he will print u> apoiogj fiir the hcv (Letter from 
Mr. Purj to the Kei. Jwpb Mead. Court and Timn of Cliarlea I. vol. i. p. 4'2T.} 

X There » a leller in the Stale Paper Office, liearing ilsta 8 Nov. IQOS, bom the poet 
lu the Earl of Salisbury, In which Uen itatee thai bo Imddono hii best Id procnre a Titting 
panon to pwfonn a cortain busiaeu (to betnii the actor* in the plot), but many are 
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" The Examination of Benjatn3ni Johnson, of Westminsler, gent, 
taken this 26th day of October, 1628, hj me Sir Robert 
Heath, hia Majesty's Atturny-Generall. 

" The said examinant, beinge aslsed whcather ever he had seen 
certeyn verses beginning thus, Enjoye thy bondage; and ending thus, 
England's rannaomehere doth l;/e; and entitled thus. To hit confined 
Jrend, 4"^-;' and the paper of these verses being shewed unto him; 
He awnswereth, that he hutli seen the Hke verges to these ; and beeiog 
asked wher he sawe them, he saith at Sir Robert Cotton's house at 
Westminster; being fiirther asked uppon what occasion hesawe thev 
at that time, he saith that coming into S' Robert Cotton's house, aa 
he often doth, the paper of thes verses liing ther uppon the tabic 
after dinner, this cxamiiiant was asked concerning these verses, as 
if himself had been tlie author thereof; tliereupon, this examinant 
redd ihem and condemned them, and with deep protestations affirmed 
that they were not made by him, nor did be knowe who made them, 
or had ever seen or lierd them before, and tlie like protestations ho 
nowe maketli uppon his Christianity and hope of salvation; he saith he 
took noecoppy of them, nor ever had coppy of them; he saith he hath 
herd of them since, but ever with detestation; he being furtlitf 
asked wheather he doth knowe who made, or hath herd who roado 
tliem, he awnsweretli he doth not knowe, but he hath herd by 
common fame that one Jlr. Townlye should make them, but he 
professeth truly that he cannot name any one singuler person who 
hath so reported it. Being asked of wliat quality that Mr. Townly 
is, he saith his name is Zouch Townlye ; he is a scholler and a divine 
by profession, and a preacher, but wher he livclh or abideth he 
knowcth not, but he is a atudient of Christ's Church, in Oxford-f 
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eing fiirtlicv aekcd wheathcr he gave a flagpor ut the said Mr. 
I Townlyc, and uppon what occasion and when, he awnewcrt-th that on 
Ln Sunday after this examinant liad herd the said Mr. Townly 
rpreach at St. Margaret's Church in Westminster, Mr. Townly taking 
r ft lildng to a tlaggor with a white haft ivhich this examinant ordinaryly 
§TTore at his girdle, and was given to this examinant, this examinant 
I gave it to him two nights after, being invited by Mr, Townly to 
|- lupper, but without any circumstance and ivithout any relation to thes 
I or any other verses, for this examinant is well assured this was soe 
I done before he aawe thes verses, or hud herd of them; and this ex- 
[-iminant doth not rememher that since ho hatli seen Mr. Townlye. 
■' Ben. Jonson," 

Fortunate was it fov Miltun that the censor was not sufliciently 
Bscute to discover uudei' the allegory of a wolf the allusion to Arch- 
rbishop Laud, who in the Lycidaa which was published at tliis very 
a clearly warned of his approaching (ate. 

Besides what the griin wolf with privy paw 
Daily devours apace, and nothing fed ; 
But tliat two-handed engine at tlie door 
Stands ready to smite once and smite no more. 

r Else he would certainly not have c-xpericuced more leniency than 
I hia contcmpoiiiries Gill or Jouson. 

There are no doubt other allusions to Milton's literary fi-icndsliipa 
I to be met witli amongst the rich and varied collection in the State 
fPaper OlUce, but these i must leave to the trcatraent of Professor 
Ellasson, whose able work on Milton and his times promises to be a 
(tioblo monument tu the genius of the great poet. 

I may here waru the reader that there wei-e several [lersons of the 
nume of Jolui Milton living at this time who appear U> have had no 
connexion with the poet ; there was a -John Milton a man of some 
position and wealth who was a patentee for the nianutacture ul' salt- 
!, a petition of wliom ia preserved amongst tlie Domestic Papers 

>t of Ills uniii-nity vt Oifurd. In \iU be delivered liii (omuua onitimi in 
VorCnrndeD. See Dr. Thw. Stuiih, UTo of Camden; Wood, Full Oxon. 
CAMD. HOC. L 
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of Charles r. (1628), and as it may be of interest to the curious I 
have inserted it in the Appendix, No. lxx. 

There was also another John Milton who appears as witness to 
an indenture for sale of Bibbleton Hall in Lancashire; he was ex- 
amined before the Commissioners the 30th of April, 1655.* 

A third John Milton,t in conjunction with James Miles, is sworn 
to give evidence concerning the conduct of Colonel Popham's 
soldiers at Shefford some seven years past, Aug. 14, 1649; and a 
fourth X occurs as member of the Coopers' Company in London, if 
this be not the same as the saltpetre man. 

There was also a Captain John Milton mentioned in one of the 
Harleian MSS. under date 1634, probably the same who was fined 
for refusing to join one of the City Companies ; and John Milton, 
junior, who was indicted of high treason in 1647; but to these I 
have not the references. 

There were likewise contemporary two Richard Powells and one 
Mrs. Anne Powell, besides the father-in-law and mother-in-law of 
Milton, the one§ ** Richard Powell of Solihull, in the county of War- 
wick, yeoman, aged fifty-three years or there about, sworne and 
examined'* in June, 1654, concerning his knowledge of Mrs. Frances 
Huggesford, whether she were a Papist. The other || a justice of 
the peace in Middlesex: ** Francis Blomer and Richard Powell, 
Esqrs. justices of peace for the countie of Middlesex, certifie under 
their hands and scales, that the said Joane Pain the now petitioner, 
took the oath of abjuration before them the 7th of April, 1651, 
which certificate is proved by the oath of Edward Andrews, Esq.'* 

Mrs. Anne Powell is mentioned as possessing property in Wor- 
cester, as appears from the depositionlf of ** William Evans of Church 
Honibome, in the county of Worcester, laborer, taken upon oath 
before the committee for the citty and coimty of Worcester, the 
sixth day of January, 1647, against Richd. Hall, Dr. Roberts, and 
Mrs. Anne Powell." 

* Composition Papen, First Series, vol. xlix. 869. f Ibid. vol. Ixxxiv. p. 887. 

§ Composition Papers, First Series, vol. xxvi. pp. 649, 661. t MS. Harl.477S. 

II Ibid. Tol. xlviii. 9S2. ^ Ibid. vol. cxi. pp. 518, 515. 
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27 June, 1646. 
Sir Thomas Fairfax,* knight, Generall of the Porcefl raised by the 

Parliament. 

Suffer the bearer hereof, Mr. Richard Powell, of Forresthill, in the 
county Oxon*, who was in the city and garrison of Oxford at the sur- 
render thereof, and is to have the full benefit of the Articles agreed unto 
upon the surrender, quietly and without let or interruption to passe your 
guards with his servants, horses, armes, goods, and all other necessaries, 
and to repaire imto London or elsewhere upon his necessary occasions. 
And in all places where he shall reside, or whereto he shall remove, to be 
protected from any violence to his person, goods, or estate, according to 
to the said Articles, and to have full liberty, at any time with in six 
months, to goc to any convenient port and to transport himselfe, with his 
servants, goods, and necessaries beyond the seas. And in all other things 
to enjoy the benefit of the said Articles. Hereunto due obedience is to be 
given by all persons whom it may concerne, as they will answer the con- 
trary. Given under my hand and scale, the 27th day of June, 1646. 

(Signed) T. Fairfax. 

To all officers and souldiers under my com- 
mand, and to all others whom it may concerne. 

II. 

6 Aug. 1646. 

To thej hon**^« the Committee sitting at Goldsmiths' Hall for 
Compositions. 
The humble Petition of Richard PoweD, of Forrest Hill, in 
the county of Oxon'. Esq. 
Sheweth, 
That your petitioner's estate, for the most parte lying in the King's 

* Comp. Papen, Seoond Series, vol. xxi. 407. f Ibid. p. 400. Todd, p. 76. 
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quarters, he did adhere to his Majesty's party against the forces raised by 
the Parliament in this unnaturall warr, for which his delinquency his 
estate lyeth under sequestration. He is comprised within those Articles at 
the surrender of Oxford. 

And humbly prayes to be admitted to his composition according to the 
said Articles. 

And he shall pray, &c, Richard Powell. 

Rec<* 6"* Angnsti, 1646. 
26 November, 1646, referred to the Sub-Ck>inmittee. 

III. 

21 Nov. 1646. 

A Particular* of the reall and personall Estate of Richard Powell, of 

Forrest Hill. 

He is seised of an estate in fee of the tythes of Whatley, 

in the parish of Cudsden, and three yard lands and a 

halfe there, together with certayne cottages, worth before 

these times per annum ..... £40 

This is mortp[a(rcd to Mr. Ash worth for f * , r nn j 

^ ^ ^ . ^ \ A demyse for 99 years de- 

mnetye-mne yeares for a security of /. ^ , , , - 

- ; , / _ ) feated by a paymente of 

four hundred pownds, as appeares by ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ j^ ^^^2 

deed beanng date the 10th of Jann. 

in the 7th of King Charles. 

His personall estate, in come and houshold-stuffe, amounts 

VOO ... • . . t 

In timber and wood ..... 

In debts upon specialityes and otherwise owing to him 
He oweth upon a statute to John Mylton . 
He is indebted more before these times by specialityes and 

otherwise to severall persons, as appeares by affidavit . 1,200 
He lost by reason of these warres three thousand powndes. 

This a true particular of the reall and personall estate that he doth 
* Compoe. Papers. Sooond Scries, vol. xxi. 408, and ▼ol, 1. 548. Todd, p. 77, 
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desire to compound for with this hon^^^ Committee, wherein he doth sub- 
mitt himselfe to such fine as they shall imx)ose according to the Articles of 
Oxford, wherin he is comprized. 

RiCHABD Powell. 

Rec<* 21 November, 1646. 

IV. 

4 Dec. 1646. 

Richard Powell,* of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxford, maketh oath 
that the severall summes of money mentioned to be oweing by him in his 
Particular annexed to his Petition at Gouldsmyths* hall arc trulie and 
reallie oweing by him ; and further deposeth that he is the worse in his 
estate att leaste three thousand pounds, by reason of these warres, and 
that the aforesaid debtes were by him oweing before the begining of this 
Parliament, and are still oweing. 

Ric. Powell. 

Jur^ 4 die Decembr. 1646. 
John Page. 



V. 

4 Dec. 1646. 

These are to certificj that Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the 
county of Oxford, Esquire, did freely and fully take the Nationall Cove- 
nant, and subscribe the same, uppon the fourth day of December, 1646, 
the sayd covenant being administred unto him according to order, by me, 

William Barton, 

Minister of John Zecharies, London. 
Probat. est 

DarsOy — Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxford, Esq. 
took the oath this 4th of Decemb. 1646. 

Tno. Vincent. 

* Compos. Papers, Second Series, vol. xxi. 406. Todd, p. 77. 
t Ibid. Yo!. xxi. 401. Todd, p. 76. 
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VI. 

8 Dec. 1646. 
Richard Powell,* of Forrest HiU, in the county of Oxford, Esq. 

His delinqnency, that he deserted his dwellinge and went to Oxford, and 
lived there whiles it was a garrison holden for the Einge against the Par- 
liamente, and was there at the tyme of the surrender, and to have the 
benefit of those Articles, as by Sir Thos. Fairfax's certificate of the 20 of 
June, 1646, doth appeare. 

He hath taken the Nationall Covenant before William Barton, minister 
of John ZacharieSi the 4th of December, 1646, and the N^ative Oath 
heere the same daye. 

He compounds upon a Perticuler delivered in, under his hand, by which 
he doth submitt to such fine, &c. and by which it doth appeare: 

That he is seized in fee to him and his heirs in possession of and in the 
tythes of Whatley, in the parish of Cudsden, and other lands and tene- 
ments there of the yeerely value before theis troubles, 40/. 

That he is owner and possessed of a personall estate in goods, and 
there was oweinge unto him in good debts, in all amountinge unto 600/. ; 
and there is 400/. more in tymber, which is alledged to be questionable. 

That he is endebted by statutes and bonds 1,500Z. He hath lost by 
reason of theis warrs 8,000/. 

He craves to be allowed 400/. which, by a demise and lease, dated the SOth 
of January, 1642, of the lands and tenements aforesaid, is secured to be paid 
unto one Thomas Ashworth, gentleman, and is deposed to be still oweioge. 

Fine at 2 yeeres value, 180/. (Signed) D. Watkins. 

8 Deo. 1646. JeROM ALEXANDER. 

VII. 

16 Nov. 1649. 
To the Right Honorable the Commissioners for Breach of Articles. 

The humble Petition of Ann Powell, widow, relict of Richard 
Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the uountie of Oxon. Esq. 
Humblie sheweth. 
That your petitioner's late husband was comprised within the Articles 
of Oxford, and ought to have received the benefit thereof, as appears by 
his Excellencies certificate. 

* Ck>mpoiition Papen, Second Series^ toK xxi. 887. Todd, p. 69. 
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VIII. 

By the Commissioners appointed for Releife upon Artickles, &c. Painted 

Chamber, Westm'. * 

Veneris, 16^ die Novembris, 1649. 

Present. 

Lord President of the Councell of State. 

S' Henrie Holcroft. Colonell Rowe. 

&• Nath. Brent. Colonell Taylor. 

Colonell Cooke. Colonell Whaley. 

S' William Rowe. Mr. Sadler. 

Mr. John Hurst of Councell for the Commonwealth. 

Upon readinge the Petition of Ann Powell, widowe, relict of Richard 
Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the countie of Oxford, Esq. it is ordered that a 
coppie of her said Petition, attested under the Register's hande of this 
Court, bee delivered unto the Commissioners for compounding with delin- 
quents, sitting at Gouldsmiths' Hall, whoe are desired to make certificate 
unto this Court within one moneth from the date of this order, at what 
tyme the said Richard Powell petitioned to make his composition; and 
wheyther the wood mentioned in her Petition were expressed in his Perti- 
cular delivered in unto them; with what else they shall thinke fitt to 
incert touchinge the matter of complaint sett downe in the said Petition. 
Whereupon the Court will proceed further as they shall thinke fitt. 

Signed by command of the Commissioners, 

Tract Pauncefote, Reg'. 

2>or«o,— Veneris, 16^ Novemb. 1649. Mrs. Powell coppie [of] Order 
to the Commissioners of Grouldsmiths* HaU. 

• Compos. Papers, Second Series, vol. xxi. 397. Todd, p. 74. 
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IX. 

14 Dec. 1649. 

To the right hono'**^ the Commissioners for Breach of Artickles.* 
The humble Petition of Ann Powell, vdddowe, relict of 
Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the countie of 
Oxon, Esq^ 

Humblie sheweth, 

That your petitioner's late husband was comprised within the Artickles 
of Oxford, and ought to have received the benefitt thereof, as appeares by 
his Excellencies certificate hereimto annexed. That your said petitioner's 
husband, by the said Artickles, was to have the benefitt of his reall and 
personall estate for sixe moneths after the rendition of the said cittie, and 
to enjoye the same for the future, see as he made his addresses to the 
committee at Gouldsmiths' Hall, to compound for the same within that 
tyme. That your petitioner's said husband, accordingly, in August, one 
thousand sixe hundred fortie-sixe, petitioned the said hono^° committee, 
and in his Perticular incerted for tymber and wood fower hundred pounds, 
but before he could perfect the same dyed. 

That the hono^'^ howse of Parliament, upon some misinformation, not 
taking notice of the said Artickles, did, in July one thowsand sixe hundred 
fortie-sixe, order the said wood to severall uses, which was there upon, 
togeither with the rest of his goods and moveables, seized and carried 
away by the sequestrators to the committee for Oxon', contrary to the said 
Artickles. That your petitioner, as executrix to her said husband, is 
now sued in severall courts of justice at Westminster for manie debts 
due to diverse persons, and is noe waie able eyther to satisfie the same or 
provide a scanty subsistance for herselfe and nine children. 

She therefore himiblie prayes that she male reape that favour which 
the said Artickles doe afibard her, by restoring to her the said tymber 
and wood, and other her goods soe taken away, or the value thereof. 

And your petitioner shall praie, &c. Anne Powell. 

Vera Copia Ex^, Tracy Pauncefote, Reg'. 

In margin. — A certificate was made upon this to the Commissioners for 
Releife upon Articles, 14 Dec. 1649. 

* Ck>mpof. Papen, Second Series, vol. xxi. 393. Todd, p. 73. 



Die Veneuis,* 14 Decembths, 1R49. 
Ni, John Ashe- Mr. Say. Mr. Blagrare, 

Mr. Trenchard. Mr, Harby. CoHonel Birche. 

Una. Powell. 
This committee, haveing this day received from the CammisBionerB &p- 
KpoiDtMl for Releife upon Articles a copii: of n Petition of Anne Powell, 
' widdow, the relict of Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the county of 
Oxon, Esq. together with a desire from the snid Commissioners that this 
committee would certifie jit what tyme the snid Richtird Powell petitioned 
to make his composition, and whether the wood mentioned in her Petition 
e expressed in the Particuler of the said Richard Powell, delivered in 
into this commitl^ic, with what else this committee shall thiukc fitt to 
Mert touching the matter of complaint aett. downe in the said Petition: 
[t ia ordered that certificate lie accordingly made unto the said Commis- 
Bitmers; That. l!ie said Richard Powell did petition this committee to 
compound upon the Articles of Oxford, the 6th of August, 1646, and that 
he mentioned in his Particuler upon which his fine was sett tymber and 
wood to the value of 4U0/. for which he was fined according to the Bald 
Articles of Oxon: And that as yet noe part of the said fine hath bin 
I {Hiyd, nor any letters granted by this Committee to suspend the setjuestra* 
/lion of that estate, or nny parte thereof. 



XI. 

1 Junk, 1650. 

RtflHT IIONOUBABLE,! 

In obedience to the severoll orders and letters of the dates ensueing, oon- 

oerneing the persons whose names are incerted, ordered, the 18th day of 

^ftprill, 1650, to bee rcsoqueetred for none payment of their sevcrall fines ini- 

n them by authority ofparliaraent, viz. William Boodle, of Alherhury. 

o wee returnc was long since discharged, by his oath not being worth 

• Cam. tor Compound. Ordar Dook, Ea. 243. 
f Commls. for Ooni|iouD<l. LvUdib Roceivul, H, p. 13Q, 
I CAMD. SOC. _M 
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200/. &c. Richard Powell (whose supposed) reall estate is possessed by 
S' Rob. Pie, seign. who had by the judgment of the late committe of this 
county a lawfiill title therein. The greatest part of the personall estate of 
the said Powell, by Ordinance of Parliament of the 15th of August, 1646, 
was given to the church and towne of Banbury ; the rest of his the said 
Powell's estate is nowe in question before the Commissioners for ArtideSi 
whether the right thereof bee in the state or noe. 

&c. &c. &c. 
Your constant and engaged senrants, 

WlLUAM DrAPBB. 

Tho. Aplbtres. 

Dedington, thii fint day of June, 1650. 

In margin, — Powell's estate to be secured till the parties make good 
their titles here. 

xn. 

MeBCUBU, 12° DIE JUND, 1650. 

Painted Chamber, Westminster. 

By the Commissioners appointed for Reliefe upon Articles of Warr. ♦ 

Upon longe and deliberate debate in the cause depejidinge before this 
Court betweene Ann Powell, widowe and relict and administratrix of 
Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the coimtie of Oxford, esquire, plaintiff, 
and the late Standinge Comittee of the said countie, defendants, and upon 
consideration had of the matter of complaint of the said Mrs. Powell, 
togeither with the Articles made upon the surrender of the garrison of 
Oxford, wherein her said husband was included; it appearinge unto this 
Court that the goods and howsehould stuffe for which the said Mrs. Powell 
praied satisfaction were sould and disposed of by some persons actinge 
under the authoritie of the said Committee, after confirmation of and con- 
trarie unto the true intent and meaninge of the said Articles, by which her 
said husband ought to bee restored to his reall and personall estate under 
or lyable to sequestration, havinge cntred his Petition to compound within 

* Composition Papen, Fint Seriei, vol. 1. pp. 627» 549. 
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the tyme lymitted by the said Articles ; it appearinge alsoe by an inventorie 
produced in Court that the said goiDds (although of farr greater value) 
were soe sould for three hundred thirtie-five pounds unto one Matthew 
Appletree, of London, whoe, togeither with the sequestrators, subscribed to 
the said inventorie and sale, and that there is remayninge in his the said 
Matthew Appletree^s hands as purchasor of the said goods the some of 
ninetie-one pounds eleaven shillings tenn pence, the Court upon the whole 
matter doe adjudge and declare, That as to such goods and chatties as are 
yet remayninge in spetie in or about the howse late of the said Richard 
Powell, or otherwise unsould or undisposed of by the said late Comittee 
or theire agents, the same shall bee forthwith delivered by the said Comittee 
or now Commissioners for Sequestrations in the said countie unto the said 
Mrs. Powell ; and the said late Committee are to bee answerable to her for 
the rest of the said goods which were by theire order or appointment sold 
and disposed of contrarie unto the said Articles, to the end the said Mrs. 
Powell maie bee the better inabled to paie the fine imposed upon her said 
husband's estate. 

Signed by command of the Commissioners, 

Tr. Pauncefote, Regr'. 

DarsOf — Mrs. PowelFs Order from the Committee for Reliefe upon 
Articles. 



XIII. 

23 Aug. 1650. Mrs. Powell's Petition. 

To the Honourable Commissioners for Compositions. * 

The humble Petition of Ann Powell, late wife of Richard 
Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxon, esq. 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioner's husband being a delinquent was comprised in the 

Articles at the surrender of Oxford, upon which said Articles, he having 

his fine sett, died before the payement thereof ; that contrary to the said 

Articles a greate part of your petitioner's husband's personall estate was 

* Composition Papers, First Series, toI. 1. p. 543. 
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disposed of by the Committee of Oxford, and since, by the CJommittee of 
Articles, ordred to be restored unto your petitioner, which said order as 
yet hath taken noe effect. 

That by the late Act concerning statutes, mortgages, and extents, those 
persons whoe are in possession of any delinquents' estates by virtue thereof 
are to pay the delinquent's composition for the same. 

That your petitioner's said husband was seised of an estate in fee of the 
tiethes of Whately, and three yard lands and a halfe there, with severall 
cottages, being of the yeerely value of 40/., which said estate b nowe in 
the possession of Mr. John Milton, being by him extended for a debt of 
300/. due about 18 yeares since, and is otherwise charged by deed of the 
10th of January, 7 Caroli, with a terme of 99 yeares for the payement of 
400/. with interest to one Mr. Ashworth, and is also liable to your peti- 
tioner's thirds and divers debts upon bond amounting to 1,200/. 

Your petitioner himibly prayes, in case your honors will have any fine 
for this estate, that the said charges may be considred, as also the losse 
susteyned by the said Committee's wrongfull selling of her husband's 
personall estate, the same being the greatest parte of the estate for which 
the said fine was imposed. 

And your petitioner shall pray. 

28 Aug. 1650. Anne Powell. 

Heferd to Mr. Brereton. 

Jo. Leech. 



XIV. 

22 Aug. 1650. 

Upponthe Petition of Anne Powell, late wife of Richard Powell, of Forrest 
Hill, in the county of Oxford, Esq. shewing that the petitioner's said 
husband, having a fyne sett uppon him for his delinquency, dyed before 
payment thereof made, and having divers great incumbrances chai*ged 
uppon his estate, and the Committee of Oxford disposing of his personall 
estate, the petitioner desires deductions and abatements accordingly: it is 
ordered that his case be referred unto Mr. Brereton, who is to make 
report thereof unto this Committee. 
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XV. 

23 Auo. 1C50. 

To the Eight Honoiirablc Commissioners for compoiindingi' 
wilh Delinquents. • 
The humble Petition of John Pye, Esq. 
Sheweth, 
That whereas one Edmond Brome, Eaq. by tleede, duted Oct. 2, 19 Jao. 
did demise unto Eicbard Powell, Esq. the manner of Forrest Hill, in the 
county of Oxon, for the terme of 20 yeares, and by an other deede, dated 
21 July, 31 Jac. did demise uuto the said Richiird the same premises for 
31 yeares, to eommenoe after the ende of 20 yeares, under the yearly rent 
>(if 5^.; and whereas the ^aid Richard Powell, by his indenture dated 
Junii, 16 Car. 1640, for the some of l,400i. paid to him by Sir Eobert 
Rnt. did as>iigne all his interest in the premisses to the said Sir 
^bert Pye, uppon condition of redemtion uppou payment of the some of 
1,510^. upon the first of July, 1C41, which gome was not paid, soc that 
the said estate became forfeited to the said S' Kobert Pye, and he entered 
Upon the prembsea in 1G46; and afterwards by indenture, dated Dec. 3d, 
83 Car. the said S' Eobert assigned his estate and terme unto your peti- 
tioner, so as he is wholy interessed therein; and whereas the said Eichord 
Powell, being within the Articles of Oxford, entered his composition at 
Goldsmiths' Hall, and the fine was imposed according to the said Articles, 
being »o adjudged by the Commissioners for Articles, but is sbce dead; 
now, for as much as the said Eicbard Powell dyed before the composition 
was perfected, your petitioner humbly pruyeth that he may either have 
hiB title allowed and m.ide good unto him according to his interest therein 
(he baveing the whole estate that the said Eichard Powell had therein), 
forfeited to bim before the said Eichard Powell's deliuqucncie — and he 
entered upon it before any sequestration — or that he may have bis debt 
and damages ratified unto hlin, according to the Act of Parliament of the 
first of August last. 

And he shali ever pray, i&c. Jo. Pve. 

Dorso, — Eefcr" to Mr, Reading, 
Intratur. Jo, Lekch. 

* CampMllioii Pupen, Tint S«ni?a, \v\, xlii, p. 521, 
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XVI. 

A true and just Particular of all the Rents payable yearelye to Mr. John 
Pye, or his assignes, out of the mannour of Forrest Hill, in the 
countye of Oxon; taken the 24th daye of August, 1650.* 

Edmund Mason, for the cheife mansion house, orchards, 

garden, with the desmesnes and tyths . . . £160 

, for Abbott's Wood . . . . 81 

Henry Tomlins, for a mill and 3 parcells of ground . 28 

George Ball, for two yard land . . • • 20 

Richard Willmot, for a pasture ground • . .700 

John Boys, for a brickill • . . • .700 

George Ball, for the Groves and Muches land . . 1 18 4 

The towne rents . • . . . . 43 7 4 



Summetotall . . .£293 8 

Annual! Reprizas. 

Payd to the curate of the towne . . . . 20 

To the State . . . . .026 

To the mann' of Tewelme . . .026 

The yearelye rents of Forrest Hill ultra ordinary reprisas are 272 15 8 
To be diducted out of the sayd . . . . 272 15 8 

All yearelye charges to the highwayes, poors, heyward, and all taxes 
and assessements, which came the last yeare to about fourtye pounds. 

Jo. Pte. 
Dorsoy— Mr. John Pye's Particular and Petition. 

xvn. 

28 Aug. 1650. 

To the Commissioners for Compounding for Delinquents' 
Estates, f 

The Petition of Sir Edward Powell, knt. and bart. 
Sheweth, 
That about the 18 December, 1641, Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in 
com. Oxon, Esq. deceased, did assigne unto him all that tenement and one 

* Compofition Pftpen, Fijn( 8m», fol. zlU. p. f 28. t Ibid. toI. 1. p. 587. 
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hundred acres of land, meadow and pasture, in Whately, in the county of 
Oxon. aforesaid, held by lease from theColledge of All Soules, to have and 
hold the same for the terme of one and twenty yeares from thence next 
ensueing, upon condition that if the said Richard Powell should repay the 
some of 300/. with interest at the end of six monthes, then the said 
assignement to be void, as appears by the same. 

That your petitioner, for non-payment of the said mony, entred upon 
the premisses in January, 1646. 

That the said Richard Powell, at the tyme of his death, being a delin- 
quent, had not perfected his composition for the said lands and tenement. 

Your petitioner desires that he may compound for the same, according 
to the late Act in that behalf made. 

28 Aug. 1650. EdW. PoWELL. 

Referred to Mr. Brereton. 



XVIII. 

28 Aug. 1650. 

To the Hon"* the Commissioners for Compositions. * 

The humble Petition of Elisabeth Ashworth, administratrix 
to Edward Ashworth, her late husband. 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioner's husband, in his lifetime, lent unto Richard 
Powell, of Forest Hill, in the county of Oxford, the summe of fewer hun- 
dred pounds, for security wherof the sayd Powell made a lease of ninety- 
nine yeeres of the tythes of Whateley and three yard land there, bearing 
date the 10th of January, 7 Caroli: that in regard of the trubles your 
petitioner, whose right now the sayd debte is, hath not reseaved the in- 
terest of the money. 

That she understands the sayd Powell being a delinquent and died not 
satisfying his composition. 

That your petitioner, taking notise of the late acte of the 1st of August, 
1650, concerning compositions for creditors, &c. desires to be admitted to 

* Composition Papers. First Series, toI. i?. p. 186. 
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a compoaitioD, wherein she humhly sHlimitts bcrselfe, and desires she in* 
not in the mcanetime he rliaturbed in what she "loth enjoy. 
And she shall pray. 

28 Ang. laso. Elisabeth Ashwortq. 

Referred to Mr. Reailinp, A.S, 

XIX. 

Die MERCUisn, 27 Novembeis, 1650. 
Painted Chamber, WestminBter.' 

By the Commigsionere appointed for Releife npon Articles granted in 
Tyme of Warr. 

Upon motioo on the hehalfe of Ann Powell, widdowe, relict of Bichaid 
Powell, of Forrest Ilill, in the county of Oson, Eaq^ praying that the 
determynato Order of thia Court, dated the 12th of June la&t, might be 
confirmed; and upon consideration bad of the siud Order, togilher with 
the grovmds and reaaonu whereupon the same was made, the Court doe 
now order and require that the said Mathew Appletree mentiooed therein 
do pay unto the said Mrs. Powell the some of nynety-one pounds elcaven 
shillings and tenn peace, upon or before Wednesday, the 4lh day of | 
December nest cominge, so much appearing to the Court to bee due from i 
the said Mathew Appletree for goods and housholdstulTe of the said | 
Richard Powell, eold and delivered unto him by Kichard Appletree, John I 
Webb, and John King, then sefjuestrators of the county of Oxon, the said i 
Matthew Appletree ha\'ing subscribed to tlie inventory and sale of the siud 
goods, and having paid 20s. to the said sequestrators in earnest of the 
whole payment, which 20s. the court do now also order shall be paid by 
the said sequestrators uuto Mrs. Powell upon demand, aad in case the said 
Mathew Appletree shall reiusc or delay to make payment of the Siud 
nynety-one pounds eleaven shillings tenn pence unto the said Mrs. Powell 
within the time lymited as aforesaid, the Court doe further order and 
require that the said some bee brought into court upon Wednesday, the 
4th of December next coiningc, by the said Mathew Appletree, and in 
default thereof the Court doe now declare that they will proceed against 

• Composition Papers, Fimt Surid, vol. I. |i, 6S1, 
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the said Mathew Applctree accordlDg to the power and authority comitted 
to them by the Parliament. 

Vera copia ex*** Tr. Paukcfoot, Registr. 

Tb. Pauncefote, 

27 Feb. 1660.1. 

I make oath this is a true copie. 

T. Pauncefote, R. M. 

XX. 

S' Robert Pye ♦ the elder, of Westm', knt. maketh oath that before the 
30 of June, 1640, lie redeemed a lease that was forfeyted by Richard 
Powell of Forres thill, Esq. to one Mr. George Furseman, by payeing one 
thousand pounds to the sayd Furseman for the sayd Richard Powell, and 
alsoe he lent the sayd Richard Powell, before the time above mentioned, 
three hundred pounds more in money, both which sumes, together with 
one hundred pounds for consideration, amounted to the entire summe of 
one thousand and foure hundred pounds, for the securitye whereof the 
sayd Richard Powell did convey by his owne desyre unto the deponent 
lands in Forresthill aforesaid, mentioned in a deede dated 30™° Junii, 
1640, in such sort as in the sayd deed is expressed, which debt is still 
unpayd, and no act done, eyther by this deponent or any other, to his 
knowledge, to release or invalid the sayd deede. 

Robert Pye. 

Jur. coram Com. 
8 Dec. 1660. 

J. B. 

XXI. 

Richard Sherwyn f of the cittye of Westm', in the county of Middlesex, 
gent, maketh oath that hee was present at the sealeing and delivery of a 
deede indented, dated the thirtieth day of June, in the sixtenth yeare of 
the reigne of the late king Charles, made betweeue Richard Powell, late of 
Forrest- hill, in the coimty of Oxon, Esq. of the one part, and S' Robert 
[Pye] of Farringdon Magna, in the coimty of Berks, knt. of the other part, 

♦ Comp. Papers, First Series, vol. xlix. p. 627. t I^ld- P- 529. 
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importing the granting and conveyeing unto the said S' Robert Pye, by 

the said Richard Powell, the mannor or lordship of Forest-hill aforesaid, 

for the terme of thirty-one yeares ; with a provisoe of the said deede to bee 

voide upon payment of the some of fiftene hundred pounds, at the time 

specified in the said deede, which deede was sealed on or neere about the 

date thereof. 

Ri. Sherwtm. 

Jur. 13 Dec. 1660. 

W. MOLINS. 

Dorsoj—W. Py, 25 Martii, 1651. Fine 658/. 155. 3rf., rec* 24 
Jan. 1650-1. Fine reduced upon the castinge up the allowance of the 
debt, 554Z. I85., April the 8th, 1651. S.M. 

6 July, 1652, confirmed at 554Z. 18s. 

XXII. 

Anne Powell * the widdow of Richard Powell, late of Forrest-hill, in the 
county e of Oxford, Esq. maketh oath, that Laurence Farre, servant to Sir 
Robert Pye the elder, of Westminster, knt. did in the month of May or 
beginning of June, 1646, in the behalfe and for the use of his sayd master 
S*" Robert Pye the elder, enter and take possession of the cheife mansion 
house of Forrest-hill, with the appurtenants (mortgaged to the sayd Sir 
Robert Pye by the sayd Richard Powell, by his deed dated June 30, 
1640), before any sequestration layd upon that or any other part of the 
sayd Richard Powell's estate, which possession the sayd S' Robert Pye or 
his assigpes hath ever since continued. 

Anne Powell. 

Jurat coram Commissionar. 
31« December, 1650. 

R.M. 

XXIII. 

1 Jan. 1650-1. 

John Pye f maketh oath that over and above all receipts and summes 
of money payd eyther to his father Sir Robert Pye the elder, or to him or 

• Composition Papers, First Series, vol. xlix. p. 524, f Ibid. p. 626. 
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there assignes, eyther out of the rents and profitts of Forest-hill, or other- 
wise, to his best knowledge and remembrance, and according to his com- 
putation, there was due to him the 23d of August, 1650, from the 
executors, heyres, or assignes of Richard Powell, of Forest-hill, Esq. 
deceased, upon a mortgage of the said manner of Forest-hill, made by the 
said Richard Powell to the above-mentioned S' Rob^ Pye the elder, June 
the 30th, 1640, and by the said Sir Rob* Pye assigned over to the depo- 
nent, the full and entire summe of one thousand twoe hundred thirtye and 
eight pounds, or thereabouts. Jo. Pye.- 

Hee also deposeth, that where there is reserved by the lease, t]iat the 

lessee is to finde the curate, hee deposeth that there is usually paid 20/. 

to the curate of Forrest-hill, and that there is 5«. issueing for quit rents of 

the premisses. 

Jo. Pte. 
Jar. oonm Com. 1 January, 1650-1. 

XXIV. 

A Particular of the lands, late Richard Poweirs of Forrest-hill, in the 
county of Oxford, now under extent, and for which John Milton, 
Esquire, desireth to compound.* 

The said Richard Powell was seised in his demeasne as of fee of the 

tythe come of Whatley, and certaine cottages, then of the cleare yearlye 

value of . . . . . £60 per annum. 

The said Richard was seised alsoe in his demeasne as of fee of three 

yards } of land, arable and pasture, of the cleare yearely value of 

£20 per annum. 

Out of which he craveth to be allowed for the thirds which he paieth 

to Mrs. Anne Powell, the relict of the said Richard Powell, for her dower 

£26 13 4. 

And alsoe craveth that his just debt of three hundred poundes, as he 

hath deposed, may be allowed upon his composition . £300 0. 

John Milton. 

* Compoeition Papers, Pint Series, vol. jlU. p. 929. 
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XXV. 

** Uppon the Petition of John Milton ♦ desiring to compound for extent 
upon the estate of the last above said Richard Powell. It is ordered that 
he be admitted to composition accordingly. And that it be referred ut 
supra." 

XXVI. 

27 Feb. 1650-1. 

Richard Powell. 

A coppy of the Inventory, with the prices of the goods as they were ap- 

praysed the 16 of June, 1646.t 

In a trunke of linen, as followeth. 

1 paire of sheetes, 5 napkins, 6 yrds. of broad tiffany, 3 paire 

of pillow beares, 1 hand towell, 1 hollan cubboard cloth, 

1 remnant of new hollan . . . • . £0 16 

In the backside. 

240 pieces of tymber, 200 loades of fire-wood, 4 carts, 1 

wane, 2 old coaches, 1 mare colt, 3 sowes, 1 boare, 2 ewes, 

3 parcells of boards ..... 

In the wooll-house, hoppes at . 

In the common, 100 butts at . 

one bull .... 

Mr. Eldridge hath in his hand as much tymber as he was to 

give Mr. Powell for it . 

At Lusher's farme, the piece of corne in the great field at 

The broad meddow eaten up by the souldiers . 1 

One greate ground eaten upp ... J 

One ground called Pilfrance, at . 

More, 1 piece of wheate ..... 

Mr. Powell hath at Forrest Hill 16 yard land which was \ 

usually sett at 8/. or 9/. yeare, and the tith of all the field I , 

Dot Tiravsecl 
Mr. Powell hath at Wheatley 1 house and 3 yard land free / r J ' 

land and 3 yard land and halfe upon lease . . ) 

^474 

• Order Book, H. p. 92. 

t Ck>mposition Papers, First Series, toL L p. 6i8. 
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Wee have in money • • . • • 

82 pieces of silver, 2 little silver spoones, 1 broken silver 

spoone, 1 clock bell, at . • ,. • 

14 quarters of mastline at . 

5 quarters of malt ...... 

6 bushells of wheate ..... 



In the studdy or boyes chamber which should have followed next after 
the little chamber over the pantry. 

1 bedstedd with greene curtaines and vallons laced, 1 feather 
bedd, 1 feather bolster, 1 paire of blanketts, 1 yellow 
coverlid, 1 old horseman's coate with silver buttons, 1 
great chaire, 1 great chest, 2 court cupboards, one stand- 
ing presse with drawers • . , , . 2 13 

Sold unto Mr. Matthew Appletree all the goods in this inventory ap- 
praysed, that is to say the household goods. 

In the hall • 

In the great parlour 

In the little parlour 

In the kitchin 

In the pastry 

In the pantry 

In the bakehouse . 

In the brewhouse • 

In the upper daryhouse 

In the seller 

In the stilling roome 

In the cheese-presse house 

In the matted chamber 

In the chamber over the hall 

In the chamber over the little parlour 

In the two little chambers over the kitchin 

In the servants' chamber 

In the little chamber over the pantry 
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In the studdy or boyes chamber 

In Mrs. Powell's chamber . 

In Mrs. Powell's closett 

In the roome next the closett 

In the roome over the washhouse 

In Mr. Powell's studdy 

In the same roome more linen 

Malt, mastlin, wheate, a clocke and bell 

In the backside: 4 hogges, 2 ewes, 1 mare and fold, 8 par* 
cells of board, 240 pieces of tymber, 200 load or there- 
abouts of firewood, 1 wayne, 4 carts, 2 coaches . 

Wood lying in the common, 100 butts 

In the wooll house, hoppes .... 

A bull ....... 



£ 8. 


d. 


2 13 





8 4 





2 9 
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1 10 
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1 14 
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Sold these goods, the 16 of June, 1646, by us whose names are under 
written, for the sume of three hundred thirty and five pounds, unto the 
abovesaid Mr. Appletree, and paid the same time to John King, in part of 
payment, the sume of twenty shillings, and the rest to bee paid at the 
delivery. 

John Webb. Richard Vivebs. John Kino. 

Witnesse [then follow the marks of witnesses who could not sign their 

names]. 

Vera copia ex*, 

27 Feb. 1650-1. T. Pauncefote, Reg'. 

I make oath this is a true copie, 

T. Pauncefote, R.M. 

Side Note,--^ 

In the first Cart. 

1 Arras worke chayre. 1 Tapestry carpett. 
6 Thrum chayres. 1 Wrought carpett. 

6 Wrought stooles. 1 Carpett greene with fringe. 

2 Old greene carpetts. 3 Window curtaines. 



XXVII. 

28 Feb. 1650-1. 

Wliereas" EicharU Powell, of Forruat Hill, in the countie of Oxford, 
gent, and William Heurue, late cittizen ;iiid goldemilli of London, de- 
ceased, by their writing or recoguizance oi" the nattire of a Biatntu-staple, 
beareing date the eleventh day of June, which was in the third yeare of 
the raignc of thu late King Charles of England, &c. made and provided 
for the recovery of debts, and taken, acknowledged, and sealed, before Sir 
Nicholas Hide, Koight, then Lord Cheifo Justice of the Court then called 
the King's Bench att Westminster, did acknowledge themselves to owe unto 
John Milton, then of the University of Cambridge, gentleman, soone of 
John Milton, ciltizea and scrivener of London, the somme of five hundred 
pounds of Jawfull money of England, wliich said statute or recognizance 
is by a writing, beareing even date therewith, defearanced for the pay- 
ment of the somme of three hundred and twelve poimda of like money 
unto the said John Milton the sonnc, his eiecutors, adnuniBtratorE, or 
assignea, on the twelveth day of December then next ensuing, hs by the 
said stalale or recognizance and defeazaiice thereupi:>n, whereuuto relation 
being had more att large may appcaro. Now I, John Milton, the sonne 
(b«ng one and the same partie before mentioned for cognizee in the stud 
stttlutti or recognizance), doe make oath that (since the extending of the 
said statute) 1 have received att severall tymed in part of satisfaction of 
my said juat iind principall debt, with damiuages f )r the same and my 
costs of suite, the somme of one hundred and foweracore pounds or there- 
abouts, and that there is yett remayneing due and oweing unto race of my 
said principall money, intereat,and costs of suite, the somme of three hundred 
pounds or thereabouts; and I doe further make oath, that neither I the 
said John Milton, or any other for mee or by my direction, privity, or 
consent, have or hath released or otherwise discharged the said statute or 
recognizance ; neither doe I know or conceive any reason or cause, either 
in law or equity, why I abould not receive the said remainder of my said 
debt, dammnges and costs of suite. 

{Signed,) John Miltoh, Jur. coram Com"' 28 Feb. 1650. 

{Signed,) E. Wdisluw. 

Indorsed, Milton, Johh, Esq. 4 Martii, 1620-1, Fine 1^0^. 

n Fiip«n. PinI 9eri»8, <ul. xll. p. 931. Ti.dil, p. S6. 
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XXVIII. 

4 March, 1650-1. 

According ♦ to your order, the 28 of August, 1650, upon the Petition 
of Anne Powell, the relict of Richard Powell, esquire, I have examined 
the matter of the said Petition^ and find 

Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the coimty of Oxford, Esquire, the 
6 of August, 1646, petitioned to compoimd upon the Articles of Oxford; 
had his petition referred the 26 of November,' and his fine set the 8th 
of December then next at twoe yeares value, for lands and tithes in part 
thereof paid. 

The first of January, 1646, the said Richard Powell dyed, as is deposed 
by the petitioner his relict. 

Afterwards the petitioner petitioned the Commissioners for Breache of 
Articles, to be restored to certain timber, woods, and other goods taken 
away by the Committee for Sequestrations in the county of Oxon, contrarie 
to the said articles. « 

The 12th of June, 1650. It appearing to the said Commissioners that 
the said goods and household stuffe, for which the petitioner desired satis- 
faction, were sold by some persons, acting under the authority of the said 
committee, after the confirmation of and contrarie unto the said articles, 
and it appearing also, by an inventorie produced unto the court, that the 
said goods (although of farre greater value) were soe sold for 335/. unto 
Mathewe Appletree, of London (whoe, together with the said sequestrators, 
subscribed the said inventorie and sale), and that there is remaining in 
the hands of the said Appletree, as purchaser of the said goods, the summe 
of 91/. 11«. lOd.; the said court upon the whole matter did adjudge, 
that such goods and chattells of the said Richard PowelPs, as remained 
imsold or imdisposed of by the said committee, or their agents, shal be 
forthwith delivered by the said committee, or now commissioners for 
sequestrations in the said county, unto the said Mrs. Powell, and the said 
late committee are to be answearable to her for the rest of the said goods 
soe sold contrarie to the said articles, to the end the said Mrs. Powell may 
be the better enabled to pay the fine imposed upon her husbsmd's estate. 

The 27th of November, 1650, the said court ordered, that the said 
Mathew Appletree pay unto the said Mrs. Powell the said 91/. lis. lOd. 

* Composition Papen, Pint Series, vol. I. p. 539, 
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npoa or before wonsday thi; -Ith of December then UL-xt, .iiid that the siiid 
eequestrators do pay unto her upon demand 20s. which the said 
Mathcwe Appletree gave unto them in earDeat, tipoii sale of the s^d 
goods; and in case the smd Mathewe Appletree refuse or delay to pay the 
Bwd 91/. lis. lOrf. as aforesaid, the court doth fiirthev order and require 
the said suniine to be brought into court upon weusday the said 4th of 
Decemlier, by the said Appletree, and in default thereof the court will . 
proceed against him according to the power and authority committed 
untc them 1>y the Parliament, aa by copies of the said {letition and orders 
deposed by Tracy Pauncefort appearea. 

And the petitioner, in her petition, saith that as yet she hath bad noe 
benefit of the said orders, and that her husband's estate is extended by 
Mr. John Milton for a debt of 300/. (whose case I have particularly 
reported), and that the said estate is ch.-u-ged with a mortgage for 99 
yeores unto Mr. Ashworth for 400i. debt, with interest, by deed dated the 
10th of January, 1631, as she ofireth to prove by the deedes remaining in 
the hands of the said Mr. Ashworth; but it is confessed the said Mr. 
Ashworth was never in possession; and the petitioner claimeth a third 
part of the premisses as her dower. 

And prayes, in case your honors will have auy fine for this estate, that 
the said charges may be considered, as alsoe tlic lossc sustained by the 
Boid committee's wrongfully selling her husband's personal] estate, the 
same being the greatest part of the e3t.tto for which the aud fine van 
imposed. All which is submitted to judgement. 

4 Maroh, 1850-1. PET. Bbeheton. 



XXIX. 

Dio Martig, 4 Mortli, lOSO-l. 

Upon the report* of Mr. Brereton, in the cuae of John Milton, desireinge 
to compound upon the Act of 1 Aug. 1650, for certaine messuages, lands, 
and tythes in the said report mentioned, beinge late the lands and premisses 
of Richard Poweli, late of Forresthill, in the county of Oxford, gent., 
deceased, and extended by the a.iid John Miltou upon a statute of five 
htmdred [wunds, acknowledged to him by the said Richard Powell and 
• CommiMioiiers fur Compounding, Ordvr Book E, p. 3fi. 

CAMD. sue. O 
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Wm. Heme, cittizeu and goldflmith of London, as by the said report of 
Mr. Brereton and particuler thereunto annexed appeares (coppies whereof 
are hereunto annexed and attested by our registrar) ; 

It is resolved, and soe ordered, That the petitioner be admitted to com- 
pound for the premisses at the fine of one hundred and thirty pounds now 
set, and that upon payment of one moiety of the said fine, within fourteene 
dayeSy into the treasury att Goldsmiths* Hall, and produoeing hia acquit- 
tance for the same, the sequestration of the premisses shall then be sus- 
pended, and that he doe pay in the other moiety within six weeks after ; 
and thereupon the sequestration shall be discharged, and the petitioner, 
his executors, administrators, and assigns shall have and enjoy the 
before-mentioned premisses soe compounded for, as well till the said fine 
of £130 as his owne just debt is fully satisfied according to the Act of 
1 Augusti, 1650, aforesaid. £x^. 



XXX. 

4 March, 1650-1. John Milton. 

Ordered,* That John Milton doe pay into the Treasury, at Goldsmiths* 
Hall, as a fine imposed according to the late Act of Parliament of the first 
of August, 1650, touchinge extents, mortgages, &c. the stuue of one 
hundred and thirty pounds, being for an estate belonging to Richard 
Powell, late of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxford, gent, deceased, and 
extended by the said John Milton, the one moiety of the said fine within 
14 dayes, and the remainder within 6 weekes afl;er. 

XXXI. 

12 March, 1650-1. 

Whereas weef ordered, the fowerth of this instant March, that John 
Milton should compound for certaine messuages, lands, and tythes lately 
belonging to Richard Powell, late of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxford 
gent, deceased, mentioned in the Report of Mr. Brereton to the said Order 

• Order Book K. p. 87. f Ibid. p. 47. 
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annexed, and that hee should paj as a fine for the same the sume of one 
hundred and thirty pounds, and that hee should pay in a moiety of the 
said fine within 14 dayes then next, and upon his produceing of an 
acquittance of his payment of the said moiety the sequestration should be 
suspended, which said acquittance is now produced to us : It is therefore 
ordered, that the said sequestration be accordingly suspended, and that the 
said Mr. Milton or his assignes be permitted to receive the rents, yssues, 
and profits of the aforesaid lands and premisses accordingly, hee having 
given security for payment of the second moiety within the tyme lymitted. 



XXXIL 

25 Mabch, 1651. 

Upon* the report of Mr. Readinge made in the case of John Pye, esq. 
desireinge the allowance of a mortgage made unto Sir Robt. Pye, his 
father, from Richard Powell, esq. a delinquent, deceased, of the manner of 
Forrest Hill, with other lands and premisses in the said report mentioned, 
for fowerteene hundred pounds, principall money, which said mortgage is 
since assigned by the said Sir Robt. Pye unto the petitioner, as in and by 
the said report and particuler thereto annexed more fully appeareth 
(coppies whereof are hereunto annexed and attested by our registrar): 
It is ordered, that the petitioner be admitted to compound for the premisses 
att the fine of sixe hundred fiflic-eight pounds fifleene shillings and three 
pence now sett, and that uix)n payment of one moiety of the said fine 
within fowerteene dayes into the Treasury att Goldsmiths^ Hall, and pro- 
duceing his acquittance for the same, the sequestration of the premisses 
shall then be suspended, and upon pajrment of the other moiety with in 
six weekes after the sequestration of the said premisses, shal be discharged ; 
and the petitioner, his executors, administrators, and assignes, shall have 
and enjoy the before-mentioned premisses soe compounded for, as well till 
the said fine of 6582. lbs. iid. as his owne just debt, with due interest, is 
fully satisfied, according to the Act of l"^ Augusti last, 1650 ; and upon 
payment of the one moiety of the said fine a deduction for the debt due to 
the petitioner to be considered of. Exd. 

* Commiflsionen for Compounding, Order Book K. p. 61. 
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ft 

xxxm. 

25 March, 1651. 

Ordered,* That John Pye, esq. doe pay into the Treasuiy att Goldsmiths 
Hall, as a fine imposed according to the late Act of Parliament of the 1st 
of August, 1650, touching extents, mortgages, &c. the sume of sixe hundred 
fiftie-eight pounds fiileene shillings and three pence, being for an estate 
belonging to Richard Powell, esq. deceased, a delinquent, and mortgaged 
to Sir Robert Pyc, father of the said John Pye, and assigned by the said 
Sir Robert to the said John, the one moiety within fowerteene dayes, and 
the remainder within sixe weekes after. 

XXXIV. 

27 March, 1651. 

Whereas f wee ordered, 4 Martii, 1650-1, that John Milton should be 
admitted to compoimd, according to the Act of 1"<* Augusti last, for 
certaine messuages, lands, and tythes mentioned in the report of Mr. 
Brereton, and particuler thereunto annexed, extended by the said John 
Milton upon a statute of 500/. acknowledged unto him by Rich. Powell, 
late of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxford, gent, deceased, and Wm, 
Heme, cittizen and goldsmith of London, and that hce should pay as a fine 
for the said premisses the sume of one hundred and thirty pounds then 
sett, and that upon payment of one moiety of the said fine within 14 dayes 
the sequestration of the premisses should be suspended, and upon payment 
of the other moiety within sixe weekes after, the sequestration of the said 
premisses should be discharged. Now, for that it appeares to us by two 
scverall acquittances, under the hands of the treasurers att Croldsmitha' 
Hall, that the said John Milton hath paid in the ftill fine, it is therefore 
ordered, that the said John Milton, his executors, administrators, and 
assignes, shall have and enjoy the before-mentioned premisses soe com- 
pounded for, as well till the said fine of 130/. as his ownc just debt, with 
due interest, is fully satisfied and paid according to the said Act of the Ist 
of August last, 1650, aforesaid, intituled An Act touchinge Extents, Mort- 
gages, &c. all which the commissioners in the countrey, and all others 
whom it concemes, are to take notice of and see performed accordingly. 

* Commmionen for Compounding, Order Book K. p. 62. 
t Order Book K. f. 69 b. 
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XXXV. and XXXVL 

8 Apr. 1651. 

A true* and just account of the debt due to John Pje, Esq. upon a 

mortgage of Forresthill, in the countye of Oxford, by Richard Powell, Esq. 

a delinquent, deceased. 

Charge. 

The principall money lent Richard Powell, Esq. by S' 

Robert I^e, on June 80th, 1640 . • . £1,400 

The interest due for the same, from thence to Jime, 1646 
(when S' Robert Pye entred up^n his securitye for non- 
payment, being 6 yeares, want one month) . . 650 16 8 

The interest due from that time to the 8th of Aprill, 1651, 
being fowre yeares and 10 months and 1 weeke . 533 13 4 

£2,584 10 
In taxes, assessements, and quarterings, from the time of 

the entrye to the first of November, 1650 . . 126 1 

Charges at law to take off seyerall incumbrances . 25 8 10 

Payd the curate for 4 yeares, ended September the 29th, 

1650, att 20/. per annum . . . . 80 

Payd cheyfe rent for 4 yeares, ended September the 29th, 

1650 . . . . . . 10 



Summe total of the charge . . . £2,816 13 11 

Discharge. 

Recejrved for one yeare's interest. May the 28th, 1642 . ^110 
Receyved in rents, from the time of the entrye to the 8th 

of Aprill, 1651, being 4 yeares and a halfe, att 

293/. 55. Sd. per annum (taxes, <&c. included) • 1,818 13 

Entred upon the croppe in 1646, which yeilded profitt 

over and above the annuall rent . . . 191 5 9 

Receyved December the 2, 1650, for a fine for a l^ase of 

21 yeares of a liveing that fell . • . 150 

Summe total of the discharge • • • £1,769 18 9 

* Compoeition Papen, First Series, toU zlix. p. 585. 
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Remaynes due and unpaid, this 8th of Aprill, 1651, 1,046/. lbs. 2d. 
over and above 329/. Is, 6d. pajd into Goldsmjths* hall on the 29th of 
March last for the moyetye of the fine sett March the 25th, 1651, which 
is not accounted above in the charge. Jo. Prs. 

John Pje maketh oath that the account above written, together with 
another more particular distribution of the rents hereunto annexedy is a 
true account of all. moneys by him rece3nred out of the rents and profitts 
of the lands above mentioned, and that the siunmet in them or eyther of 
them (whereof he demands allowance) are truly and really e disboned. 

Jo. Ptk. 

Swome July the 4th, 1651, before the Commifldoners for Compounding, 
Sec, — A. 8. 



This accomp* to be entred April the 8th, 1651. 

£ 8, d. 



Rec* 
Rec* 
Reo^ 
Bec'» 

Interest 

ft 

Dew 



110 

1,318 13 

150 

191 

420 18 

£2,190 11 

. 622 12 10 



£2,813 3 10 
2X)r»o,— Ord. 4 Sept. 1651. 



Debt 

Interest . 
Taxes 
Charges • 
Chefe rent 



Curatt 



£ 

1,400 

1,181 

126 

25 

1 









d. 






3 10 




£2,788 8 10 

. 80 

"■"^^^^^■^••■■•^■".^ 
£2,813 3 10 



XXXVII. 

19 Apr. 1661. 
To the Hono*^ Commissioncrt for Gompoeic^ons, &c.* 

The humble Petition of Anne Powell, widdow, the relicte of 

Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, deceased, 
Sheweth, 

That your petitioner brought a considerable portion to her said husband, 

which WAS worth to him 3,000/. yet, through the oarelessnei <A her freinds, 

and relying upon her husband^s good will therein, hee haveing had many 

losses in his estate, by reason of the warrs and otherwise, your petitioner 

* Oonpodtion Papen, Fint Scrtot, vol. 1. p. 094. 
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had noe jojnture made unto her, nor hath any thing at all leil her but her 
thiidsy which is due by lawe for the maintenance of herself and eight 
children; haveinge sustained 1,0002. in their personall estate losse by the 
committees in the county, contrary to the Articles of Ozon\ 

Shee most humbly prayes your honors will please, being the fine is now 
agreed to bee paid by Mr. Milton for the said estate, that shee may con- 
tinue the enjoyment of her thirds as formerly , which she humbly conceaves, 
had not the fine been paid as aforesaid, yet your honors would not have 
abridged your petitioner of her thirds in this case, for the maintenance of 
herself and poore children. 

And she shall pray, &c. . ^ 

^ -^ ' Anne Powell. 

The petitioner left to the law. 

XXXVIIl. 

19 Ai'B. 1651. 

Upon readinge * ihe Petition of Ann Powell, widdow, the relict of Richard 
Powell, of Forrest Hill, deceased, touching her claime of the thirds of her 
said late husband*s estate, in regard shee had no joynture settled upon her, 
although shee brought her said husband a considerable portion, worth to 
him 8,0002. it is ordered . that the petitioner be left to the law for 
recovery of her thirds. 

XXXIX. 

By the Com" for Compoundinge, Ac. f 

8* Junii, 1651. 

In the case of Mr. John Pye it is alleadged his fine sett 25 Marcii last 
is miscast. It is ordered that it be referred to Mr. Auditor Sherwin to 
state the case as to the fine and interest, and to the miscastinge, if any be. 

T. Batlt. 

XL. 

4Jinf£, 1651. 
Mr. Auditor Sherwtn. 

Whereas J the* Commissioners for Compounding have referred my 

account to you to be stated, and that the mistake did arise by putting the 

* CominiiBioiMn fbr Gompoundiog, Order Book K. p. 89. 

t Composition Papen, First Series, vol. xiix. p. 533. X Ibi<l« P* ^37. 
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Nov. 1646. 



May 1647. 



Nov. 1647. 



Nov. 1648. 



rents (taxes and other deductions included) in generall termes, I have 
here sent you there particular distributions as they were halfe yearelye 
recejrved. 

Recejrved in cleare rent 
Li taxes and quartrings 
Rec^ in cleare rent 
In taxes only 

Payd the curate for halfe a yeare 
Bec^ in cleare rent 
In taxes and assessements . 
Paid the curate for halfe a yeare 
£10, cheyfe rent 58. 
May 1648. Bec*^ in cleare rent 

In taxes .... 
Paid the curate for halfe a yeare 
Recejrved in cleare rent 
In taxes • . • • 
Paid the curate £10, cheyfe rent 

Oo. . . • • • 

Eec^ in cleare rent 
In taxes .... 
Payd the curate . 
Recejrved in cleare rent 
In taxes . . . 
Paid the curate £10, cheyfe rent 

68 

May 1650. Heceyved in cleare rent 

In taxes • • • . 

Paid the curate • 

Recejrved in cleare rent 

In taxes .... 

Paid the curate £10, cheyfe rent 

65 



May 1649. 



Nov. 1649. 



Nov. 1660. 



Summe total 



Westmr- June 4, 1651. 



£134 14 


4 


11 


16 





126 


10 


7 


9 


19 


9 


10 








128 


18 


6 


12 11 


10 


10 


5 





124 


6 





12 


4 


4 


10 








124 


1 





12 


4 


4 


10 


5 





124 


6 





12 


4 


4 


10 








117 


18 


10 


18 


6 


6 


10 


5 





118 


8 


10 


18 


6 


6 


10 








117 


18 


10 


18 


6 


6 


10 


5 





£1,818 18 





Jo. Pre. 
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XLL 

July 4, 1651. 

According to your Order* of the third of June last, 1661, whereby it 
was rderred to mee to state the case of Mr. John Pye, as to the fine and 
interest (alleadged to be miscast), and the miscasting (if any bee), I have 
examined and doe finde as followeth : 

Mr. Reading reporteth by his report remayning with your register, that 
there was oweing from Richard Powell, Esq. the 30th of June, 1640, the 
sume of 1,400Z., for payment whereof, with interest, the said Richard 
Powell mortgaged the manner of Forrest Hill, &c. in the coimtie of Oxon, 
for a terme of yeares, which the said Richard Powell then had in the said 
mannor. 

That for non-payment of 1,510/. mentioned in the deed of mortgage 
S' Rob^ Pye entred upon the lands in May or June, 1646, and after con- 
veyed them to his sonne, the accomptant, Mr. John Pye, who doth now 
accompt for the rents and profitts of the said lands to the 25th of March, 
1651, at which time his fine was sett. 

Upon the 8th of Aprill last the said Mr. Pye exhibited to you an 
accompt hereunto annexed, wherein he chargeth himselfe to have receyved 
(amongst other sumes therein and hereafter specified) in rents from the 
time of the entry, being fower yeares and a halfc at 298/. 05. Sd* per 
annum, taxes, &c, included, 1,318/. 13^. 

The said Mr. Pye concejrveing a mistake to arise from the generall 
expressing of that sume, and deducting interest for the same, as if it had 
beene receyved in cleare money and intirely or neere togeather, hath 
exhibited a more particular accompt in relation to the said sume hereunto 
annexed, specifieing at what times and in what manner the perticular 
sumes which make up that totall were receyved or allowed. Whereupon 
the state of the debt appeares to mee to bee as followeth : 

The lands of the said Richard Powell are— 



* CompositioD Papers, First Series, vol. xUx. p4 531. 
CAMD. SOC. P 
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Out of this Accompt are defalked the moneyes clajmcd by the 
Accomptant upon his oath annexed to have beene by him allowed or 
disbursed, viz.— 
In Taxes andAssessm^, includeingthe£42 4 

aboye-mentioned,and some quartering within 

the halfe yeare ended in November, 1646 . £126 1 
An allowance to a Curate, at £20 per annum 

for 4 yeares £80 

Chiefe rent, at 68, per annum, for 4 yeares . £10 
Which, with the sume brought to accompt as received, 

being as before 



£ 

207 



s, d, 
1 



Makes up the whole sume wherewith hee is charged by 
his first generall accompt, beeing .... 



1,562 18 8 



£1,769 18 9 



I have alsoe perused the booke and papers concerning the composition of 
the said John Pye, whereby I doe finde the debt calculated to noe 
more then 622/. 12^. lOc^., and the fine sett the 25th of March, 1651, 
at 6582, Iba. 3d, Upon the 8th of ApriU, 1651, the fine was reduced 
to 554/. 18s. by allowance of 1032. 17s. 8d. whereby I collect the 
originall fine to be sett at a sixth. Soe that if the debt bee admitted 
as it is now stated, and the fine of 6582. 15s. Sd, bee set at a sixth, 
then the state of the fine is as followeth, viz. — The said John Pye is — 



ZM>tor. 

£ 8. d. 
To the fine sett the 25th of 

March, 1651, aboTe-men- 

tioned .... 658 15 8 



Per Contra, 

£ s. d. 
By the sixth parte of ;^997 2t. to 

"be allowed in the composition 166 

Rests to Ballance the fine which is 

humbly submitted . . 492 11 



3 8 



£658 15 3 



July the 4th, 1651. 
Ri. Shbbwtn, Auditor. 



108 PAPERS RELATING TO MILTON. 



XLIIL 

22 October, 1651. 

Whereas * we ordered 25 Martiii 1651, that John Pye, Esq. should be 
admitted to compound for the manner of Forrest Hill with other lands and 
premisses mentioned in the report of Mr. Reading and Particoler there- 
unto annexed mortgaged unto Sir Robert Pye his father from Rich. 
Powell, Esq. a delinquent, deceased, for 1,4002. principall monkey, after- 
wards assigned by the said Sir Robt. Pye unto the said John I^e, and 
that he should pay as a fine for the same the sumc of 6581. lbs, 3d, then 
set, and that upon payment of one moiety of the said fine within 14 dayes 
into the treasury att Goldsmiths* Hall, and produceing his acquittance for 
the same, the sequestration of the said premisses should then be suspended, 
and upon payment of the other moiety within 6 weeks after the sequestra- 
tion of the said premisses should be discharged: And whereas upon 
reading the report of Mr. Auditor Sherwyn made in the case the 5th of 
Sept. 1651, we then ordered that the whole proportion of taxes men- 
tioned in the said report should be charged upon the said John Pye and 
not upon the lands, and that the fine should be 5762. 12d. Bd, and soe 
continued: Now, it appearing to us by two severall acquittances under 
the hands of the treasurers att (goldsmiths* Hall that he hath paid in the 
full fine of 576/. 12^. 3d, it being soe reduced as aforesaid: It is there- 
fore ordered that the said John Pye, his executors, administrators, and 
assigns, shall have and enjoy the before mentioned premises soe com- 
pounded for as well till the said fine of 576/. 12^. 3d, as his owne just 
debt with interest is fully satisfied and paid according to the Act of the 
first of Aug. 1650, entituled an Act touching Extents, Mortgages, &c, and 
the said John Pye is to accompt with our auditor upon oath from yeare 
to yeare for what he shall receive out of the said estate, all which the 
Commissioners for sequestration in the countrey and all others whom it 
concemes are to take notice of and see performed accordingly. Ex*^. 

* Gommiasioneri for Compounding, Order Book L. p. 56. 






XLIV. 
About Aug. 1652. 
To the Hon'"''' the Commisaionors for Reliefc upon Articles.' 

The hniublc Petition of Anne Powell, widow, relict and 
adrainiBlratris of Kiclianl Powell, late of Forreat Hill, 
in the county of Oxon. Esq. deceased, 
Shewetb, 
That your petitioner's said late husband was comprised in the Articles of 
Oxford, as appeared by the certificate of the late Lord Generall Fairfax 
already before this court iu your petitioner's behalf. That within the time 
limited by the said Articles, your [letitioner's said husband preferred his 
Petition at Goldsmiths' Hall, and was admilted to compound, according to 
the said Articles, fur his estate reall and personall, as may appearc by the 
certificate of the Commissioners for Compounding, already likewise before 
this Hon"" Coiul. That her said husband dyed seisetl of an estate in fee 
(lying in Wheatley, in the county of Oxon.) whereof your petitioner 
claymeth her dower; which, upon her said husband's death, was assigned 
to her by the heire of her said husband, and accordingly was enjoyed, for 
some tynie, by your petitioner. That John Milton, Esq. did extend the 
said lands in fee, by virtue of a statute to him acknowledged by your 
petitioner's said husband, befoi-e the late warres, but long after your 
petitioner's marriage to her said husbaud. The said John Milton by virtue 
of an Act of Parhameut, l"'" August, 1C50, was required to bring iu a 
Ferticular of the lands so extended by him to the Comniiseioners for Com- 
pounding, and accordiugly did pay the composition due for the said lands; 
and your petitioner ofTered also to compound for her dower, but could 
neither be admitted to compound for her said dower, nor obtayne au 
order from the stud Couimissiouers to receive it without a composition; 
BO that for nigh these two yeares ehee Imth bin, and still is, debarred of 
her dower, which is most justly due unto her. Your Pulittoner humbly 
prsyeth, that shec may bee forthwitli restored to her dower, most wrong-- 
fully detained from her; that your honors wilt seriously consider this, and 
those other greute pressures (represented in a former Petition, now depend- 
ing before you,) imder which your petitioner (being a mother of seaveu 
fatlicrleaai! children, ejucc one of them, Capt. William Powell, Capt. 

• Cgmposition Pnpm, I'iril Seriof, vol. 1. US. Toilil, p, HI , 
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Lieutenant to Lieutenant Gknerall Monck, was some few dayes past slaine 
in Scotland in the service of the Parliament,) hath, for a long time, groaned, 
by the most injurious violation of her articles ; and that you will speedily 
proceed to give her such reliefe in this and her other grievances by her 
articles and otherwise in justice shee makes suite to have. 
And your petitioner shall ever pray, &c. 

(Signed) Anme Powell. 

Tract Paukcefoti, B^. 

XLV. 

To the Right Hon"* the Com" for Reliefe upon Artidea of 
Warre.* 

The humble Petition of Anne Powell, widdow, relict, and 

administratrix, and also of Richard Powell, sonne and 

heire, of Richard Powell of Forrest Hill, in the county 

of Oxon. Esq. deceased, 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioner's cause did formerly depend before the late Com"' 

for Articles, and it did appeare unto the said Com" (as the truth was and 

is) that the petitioner's late husband and father, Richard Powell of Forrest 

Hill, in the county of Oxon. Esq. deceased, was comprised in the Articles 

agreed upon for the surrender of the garrison of Oxford, June the 20***, 

1646, as may also appeare by the annexed certificate of the late Lord 

General Fairfax. By the 11^ of the said Articles, it is agreed, that all 

persons comprised in that capitulation (and not by name excepted by 

ordnance of Parliament from pardon, within which exception the said 

Richard Powell was not,) who have estates reall or personal! under or 

lyable to sequestrations, shall at any tyme within 6 months after rendring 

the said garrison bee admitted to compound for theire estates; which 

composition shall not exceed 2 yeares revenue for estates of inherit^ce, 

and for estates for lives, yeares, and other reall and personall estates shall 

not exceed the proportion aforesaid for inheritances, according to the value 

of them. And by the 21*^ of the said Articles of Oxford, it is agreed, that 

all persons comprized in the said Articles shall peaceably and quietly 

enjoy all theire goodsi debts, and moveables, allowed by the said Articles, 

during the space of 6 months after rendring of the garrison. 

* Compotition Papen, Pint Series, vol. 1. p. 525. 
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The oforesttid llidiurJ Powell, on the GMj of Aiig. 1G4G, Wiug within 
the tyma limited by the suid Articles, preferred his Petition at. GoldsuuthB' 
Hall, to compound for his said estate, both reall and personall, according 
to his Articles, as may appeare by certificates from tlie Commissionen for 
.Compounding, und pntt in his Particular, wherein his goods, household 
■tuSe, and tymber were valued at 1,W>01,_ Tim aaid goods, household 
ataSe, and tymber were sequestred by vertue of an order from the Com- 
mittee of the county of Oxford, sitting al Woodslocke, dal^d June the 
17lh, 1C46, where were present nnd of thp said Contiuitlee, S' Williun 
Cobb, kut. Mr. Thomas Appletrec, Mr. Robert liarbcr (deceased), and Mr. 
Henry Gooding; and John Webb, Richard Vivers, John King, or any or 
either of them, were authorized to execute the said order; and the swd 
sequestrators, John Webb, Kichard Vivers, John King did inventory and 
pOBSesse thejnselves of the said goods, household stufile, and tymber, as 
itiay appears by an invenlcry subscribed by them and one Tlinmng Ooxe 
remayning with tlie registrar of this Court; nnd the said goods, household 
stufi*! and tymber so inventoried wore sold by the said subscribers to one 
Matthew Appletiee, of London, for the suuie of 335/. within few dayes 
■fl«r the granting of l!ie siiid Articles' By an Ordnance of Parliament, 
dated 15tli of July, 1646. the tymber and buanls of the mid Bichard 
Powell (vulued in his Particulai' at 400^ as nppeares by certificate annexed 
iVom the Commissioners for Compounding,) were ordert-d to bee bestowed 
upon the inhabitants of the towne of Banbury, to bee imployed for tlie 
repayre of the chnrch and steeple, and rebuilding of the vicaridge-house 
and common gaole there, and that such of the said tymber und boards as shall 
remayne of the uses aforesaid shal bee disposed by the members of both 
houses which are of the Committee for Oxfordshire to such of the woll- 
affectcd persons of the said to^rae for the rebuilding of theyre houses, as to 
the said members, or the major part of them, shall seeme roeete. Part of 
the sayd tymber and wood was sold to Thomas Williams, of the citty of 
Oxford, millcncr, and one William Willier, by one King, and Potter, 
authorised from the towne of Banbuiy, after the rate of 18s. the tonne; 
and the said Williams and Willier did pay for the sayd lymliei and wood 
lo the use of tlie towne of Banbury one hundred and ten pounds. The 
said goods, household stuff, and tymber so sequestred, sold, and disposed 
off, were carryed away by the said sequestrators and purchasers, and your 
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petitioners (the said Richard Powell dying before hee had finished his 
composition) were utterly disabled to finish it, by the aforesaid greate 
violation of theyre Articles. 

Whereupon the said Anne Powell preferred her Petition to the late 
Commissioners for Articles ; and, upon long deliberate debate had in tibe 
cause depending before the said Commissioners, betweene the said Anne 
Powell, plaintife, and the late standing Committee of the County of Oxon, 
defendants ; and upon consideration had of the matter of complaint of your 
petitioner, together with the Articles made upon the surrender of tibe 
garrison of Oxford, wherein her said husband was included; it did ap- 
peare unto the said Commissioners that the goods and household stuffe for 
which the then Petitioner prayed satisfaction were sold and disposed of 
by some persons acting under the authority of the said committee, after 
confirmation of and contrary unto the true intent and meaning of tibe 
said Articles, by which her husband ought to be restored to his reall and 
personal! estate, under or lyable to sequestration, having entred his Peti- 
tion to compound within the tyme limited by the said Articles. It ap- 
peared also, by an inventory produced in court, that the said goods 
(although of farre greater value) were so sold for 3S5L unto one Matthew 
Appletree, of London, who, together with the sequestrators, subscribed to 
the said inventory and sale. And further it appeared, that there was 
remayning in his the said Matthew Appletree*s hands, as purchaser of the 
goods, the sume of 91/. 11«. 10 J. All which is expressed in an order of 
the said late Commissioners, dated June 12th, 1650, granted to the then 
Petitioner, whexeunto shee could never ytt procure any obedience. 

The lands belonging to the said Richard Powell, lying in the county of 
Oxford, were mortgaged before the late unhappy warres. The freeholdi 
lying in Wheatley, in the said county, to Mr. John Milton, who hath 
payed the composition for the same, as may appearc by the dischardge of 
the Commissioners for compounding, dated 27th of March, 1650. The 
lease lands, lying in Forrest Hill, in the snid county (being a lease for 31 
yearcs of the yearely value of 272/. 155. Sd. over and above 20/. issuing 
out of it to a curate, and 5^. for chiefe rent). Was mortgaged to Sir Robert 
Pye, and by him assigned to his second sonne Mr. John Pye, all which is 
certifyed in the report of Mr. John Reading, to the Commissioners for 
compounding, 1 Jan. 1650. The said Mr. John Pye did pay as a fyne 



tortile said lands, nf ihe yenrely value of 2721. 15s. 8rf. ihe siime of 
57Gi. 12*. 3d. as tauj appeare by tlie discliargo of the ConimiBsioners for 
compDonditig, dated 22nd ol' October, 1651, wlucli Fyae is much above the 
rates limited by the aforesaid 11th Article of Oxford, and not agreeable 
(as your Petitioners conceive) to on Act of tbb present Parliament, dated 
1" Aug;usti, 1650, concerning luurtgt^es, L'Xti'jit^, &c. wherein it is ordained 
that all such pcrsoua as have since the 20th uf May, Ifj42, entred upon 
the estates of any delinquent by vertue of any extent, mortgage, &c. for 
which as yet no composition hath bin made, do pay into the treasury at 
Goldsoiths' Hall, such sume and sumes of money as t!ie said delinquent 
should or onght to have payd for his composition, according to the 
respective rules and proportions prescribed and appointed by autliority of 
Psrliament, consideration being therein had to all such just debts as are 
or may bee legally chai^d upon the said estate. 

Your Petitioners doe therefore humbly pray, 

1°. That the said Articles may be observed and kept unto them, &nd 
that they may have satisfaction and reparation for the vronga and preju- 
dioe done unto them by the violation thereof; and 

2iid. That such goods and chattells as are yet rcmayning in specie, in 
or about the house late of the said Richard Powell, or otherwise unsold or 
undisposed of, by tlie said late committee or theire agents, may be forth- 
with delivertKl by the said committee, or now CommisMoners for Soques- 
trallons, in the i^aid county, tmto your Petitioners, to whom they doe 
belong ; and 

3". That the aforenamed Matthew Applctree may forthwith pay unto 
your Petitioners, or one of them, the aforesaid 911. lis. lOd. in part of 
satisfaction for the said goods. And 

i". That all persons before mentioned, and aU others therein concerned, 
may bo answerable to your Petitioners respectively, in and concerning the 
premisses, and that your Petitioners may bee in the premisses relieved 
according to tlieire Articles, and otherwise, as in justice they ought to bee, 

5". TJiat by your order to the Commissioners for compounding the fyne 
paid for the lease lands may be reduced according to the 1 1th Article of 
Oxford, and satisfaction given to your Petitioners for so much of the said 
fyne as shall appeare to bee above the said 11 th Artide, as to your 
honours shall seemc fitt ; and 

6". That the said freehold and lease lands, luid the personall estnte 

CAMD. 80C. 'J 
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of your Petitioners, may be discharged from sequestration, and your Peti- 
tioners otherwise relieved, as in justice they ought to bee. 
And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c. 
This is a true coppie, Anns Powsll. Bichabd Powxll. 

Tract Pauhcifote, Reg'. 

XLVL 

WfKDSDAT, THS 20th Octobsb, 1662. 
Dutchy Court,* Westminster. 

By the Com" appoynted for Releife upon Articles of Warr. 

Upon reading the Petition of Anne Powell, widdow, the relict and ad- 
ministratrix, and of Richard Powell, the sonne and heire, of Richard 
Powell, late of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxon, esq. deceased, it is 
ordered, That summons should be issued out requiring the persons com- 
playned of in the sayd Peticion, and such other persons as the Petitioners 
shall nominate in writeing to the register of this court, and insert as 
defendants in their Peticion, to appeare before them in person, or by some 
lawfully authorised for them, to make answeare unto the matter of com- 
playnt sett downe in the said Petition, a coppy whereof, attested under the 
register's hand of this Court, is to be delivered, together with the sayd 
summons, that the sayd party es may know what is alleadged against them, 
and prepare their answeres in writeing to the same ; and it is fUrther 
ordered, that such of the parties soe to be summoned as aforesaid that 
inhabitt in or neere the citty of London shall make their appearance before 
this court upon Wendsday 27th of October next comeing, at 9 of the clock 
in the forenoone. And the other parties living (as is said) in Oxfordshire, 
within one weeke after notice given to him or them of this order. And it is 
further ordered, that the parties concerned doe then shew cause to this Court 
(if any be) why the orders made by the late Com" for Articles in the cause 
then depending before the said Commissioners have not byn duely per- 
formed according to the judgment and direction of the sayd late Court 
therein sett downe, whereupon the Court will proceed further as they 
thinke fitt. Tract Pauncefooti, Reg*, 

A true coppy. — Anthony Wilson. 

Anthony Wilson, gent., makes oath that this is a true copy of the order 

* OompotitioB Pap«n, Pint Bcriet, vol. 1. p. 524. 
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granted bj the Commiasioners appointed for Belief upon Articles onto 
Ann Powell, widdow, and Richard Powell, her sonne, on Wednesday, the 
20th of October instant. 

Swome the 20th of October, 1652. R. M. Ahtbomt Wilsom. 

XLvn. 

Wendsdat, the 20th Octob. 1652. 
Dutchy Court, Westminster. 

By vertue'^ of an order of the Comissioners appoynted for Releife upon 
Articles, bearing date therewith and hereunto annexed, you, whose names 
are subscribed, are required, by yourselves or some one lawfully authorised 
for you, to appeare before the sayd Comissioners at the dayes and tymes 
therein appoynted, there to give answere in writeing unto the matter of 
complaint exhibited against you by Anne Powell, widdow, and Richard 
Powell, her sonne, a coppy whereof you shall receive herewith attested. 

Tracy Pauncefoote, Reg'. 

A true coppy. 

Anthony Wilson. 

To the Commissioners of Haberdashers* Hall : M*" Mathew Appletree. 
S^ W" Cobb. M"^ W™ Draper. M' Thomas Appletree. W Henry 
Grooding. John Webb. Richard Vivers. John King. Richard Appletree. 

Anthony Wilson, gent, makes oath that this is a true copy of the order 
granted by the Commissioners appointed for Articles unto Anne Powell, 
widdow, and Richard Powell, her sonne, on Wednesday, the 20th of 
October instant. 

Swome the 26th of October, 1652. Anthony Wilson. 

XLVIII. 

Wednesday, 24th November, 1652. 
Exchequer Chamber ,t Westm^ 

By the Comissioners appointed for Releife upon Articles granted 

in time of Warre. 
Upon entring into the hearing of the cause depending before this Court 
upon the Petition of Anne Powell, widdowe, and Richard Powell, sonn of 

* Composition Papers, First Series, vol. 1. p. 522. f Ibid. p. 511. 
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Richard Powell, esq. deceased, plaintiff, and Mathew Appletree, def^, 
and upon reading the defendant's answer to the same, it is ordered, bj the 
consent of both parties, that a commission shal be issued unto such fitt 
persons as the said plaintifis and defendant shall agree upon, or any two 
or more of them, authorising and empouring them, or any two of them, 
to take upon oath the deposition of such witnesses as shal be produced 
before them by either party touching the matters in varyance betwixt the 
said parties ; and it is further ordered that the speeding of the said com- 
mission shal be left to the care of the plaintiff, who shall give convenyent 
notice to the defendant of the time and place for the execution tibereof, and 
also to the Commissioners for Compounding, that some appointed by them 
may attend (if they shall soe thinke fitt) to examyne or cross-examyne 
witnesses on the behalfe of the Commonwealth, if there bee cause upon 
retume, whereof the Court will take the said businesse into further con- 
sideration. 

Tract Pauncefote, R^. 



XLIX. 

Wednesday, 29 December, 1652. 

Exchequer Chamber,* Westminster. 

By the Com" appointed for releife upon articles granted in time 
of warr. 

Upon reading the Petition of Anne Powell, widdow, relict and adminis- 
tratrix of Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxon, Esq, 
deceased, It is ordered. That a coppie thereof, attested by the registrar of 
this court, bee delivered to the Commissioners at Haberdashers* Hall, who 
are desired to state the case as the same remaincs before them, and also to 
certify this court upon this day fortnight whether there rcmaine anything 
before them or their sub-commissioners in the country to evidence that 
the said Mrs. Powell hath lost or forfeited the benefit of those Articles, 
either by omission of what was on her part to bee performed, or having a 
hand in any hostility or new designe against the Parliament, with the per- 

* Pint Series of Compoeition Papen, vol. 1. p. 446. 
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ticulars of the time, manner, and other circumstances of the same. Where- 
upon ihe court will take tibe said Petition into further consideration. 

(Signed) Tracy Paukcefote, Beg'. 

Richard Powell, of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxon, gent, maketh 

oath that hee rec'^ this order of the R^ of the Court of Articles as the 

order of the said court. 

Swonie before the Gonuninionen, the RiCHARD PoWELL. 

6 of JaniiAry, 1652-8. 

Side Note. 

An order 'to the Commissioners in the countrey to certify, and in the 
menne time the registrar and auditor to certify and Mr. Readinge to state 
the case for the Com'" for Articles. 

L. 

6 January, 1652-3. 

Gentlemen,* 
Wee have lately received an order from the Commissioners for releife 
upon articles graunted in tyme of warr grounded upon the Petition of Ann 
Powell, widow, relict and administratrix of Richard Powell, of ForresthiU, 
in the county of Oxon, Esq. deceased, who claymes the benefit of the 
Articles agreed upon at the surrender of Oxford, wherein wee are desired 
to state the Petitioner's case as it stands before us, and to informe the said 
court whether there remains anything before us or you to evidence that 
the said Mrs. Powell haih lost or forfeited the benefit of those Articles 
either by omission of what was on her parte to be peformed or haveing a 
hand in any hostillity or new designe against tlic Parliament, with the 
particulers of the tjnnc, manner, and circumstances of the same; wee 
therefore direct and order that you forthwith (after diligent search made 
by you) certifie unto us all proceedings which have been before you or 
the late committee of your county touching the Petitioner, or her said late 

* Commissionen for Gompoanding, Order Book S. p. 575. 



118 PAPERS RELATING TO MILTON. 

hasbandy and giye ns the best information yon can touching the sererall 
particolen aforementianed, to the end the said Court of Articles may be 
fullj informed in the truth of the case according to their desire, which is 
the intention and endeavour of 

Tour affectionate friends, 

Exo- E.W. W.M, 

A. S. R. M. 

To the Commissioners for Sequestrations 

in the county of Oxford. 

LI. 

7 Jan. 1652-8. 

These are ♦ to certify all those it may conceme that upon search made 
in the bookes and pa||^ of the late and present Commissioners for Com- 
positions I find these severall proceedings in the case of Ann Powell, 
widdow of Richard Powell, of Forresthill, in the county of Oxon, Esq. 
(that is to say) the Petition of the said Richard Powell, presented in 
Aug. 1646, to compound, and the report of the subcommittee thereupon, 
a passe under the hand of the late Lord Generall Fairfax, a certificate sent 
from the late committee to the Commissioners for Releife upon Articles, 
dated the 14 of Dec. 1649, filed, &c. 248. A Petition of the said Ann 
Powell, presented the 23 of August, 1650, and order thereupon filed, 
H. 92, and a report drawne up by Mr. Brereton upon that order, and a 
particuler of the personal estate of the said Rich** Powell. A Petition 
presented by the said Ann Powell, 19 Apr. 1651, and an order thereupon. 
Part of a letter from Oxon, dated the first of June, 1650, filed N. 180. 
Coppies of which severall proceedings are hereunto annexed ; and I find 
that S' Robert Py and John his sonne have compounded for part of the 
said Richard PowelFs estate upon the Act of 1st Aug. 1650, and paid in 
their fine ; and that John IVfilton, upon the same Act, hath compounded and 
paid his fine for another part of his estate, which is certified for the infor- 
mation of Mr. Brereton of councell for the Commonwealth, to whom it is 
referred to state the case. 

* Comminionen for Compounding, Certificates, T. p. 155. 
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LIL 

TuuicsoAT, THE 26tu UP May, 1653. 

Starre Chamber, Westm'. 

By the Ckto*" appointed for Reliefe upon Articles of Warre. ♦ 

Upon entring into the hearing of the cause upon the Petition of Anne 
Powell, widdow, and Richard TowcU, her sonne, against the late Com- 
mittee of the county of Oxon, and Matthew Appletree, defendants, upon 
hearing of Mr. Rich on the behalfe of the said Petitioners, and of Mr. 
Carey, one of the said late Committee. This Court not conceiving that the 
said cause is ripe for theire judgment, as well in regard that the certificate 
from the Commissioners at Haberdashers* Hall is not in some particular 
full and direct; as for that it appeares unto this Court that by theire Order 
of the 24th of November last past upon reading the answere of the said 
Matthew Appletree, It was by consent ordered, Thayp. commission should 
bee issued imto such persons as should bee agreed on for the examination 
of witnesses, the speeding whereof was left to the care of the plaintife, and 
notice to bee given to the Commissioners for Compounding of the execution 
thereof, that some appointed by them might attend and crosse-examine or 
examine on the behalfe of the Commonwealth, if they should thinke fitt, 
upon consideration whereof this Court, finding the said cause not ready for 
hearing and theire intire judgment therein, doe leave the said Petitioners 
to such proceedings as they shall thinke best for the ripening of the said 
cause, where upon they may move this Court for the hearing and deter- 
mining thereof; and in the meane tyme the said late Committee of Oxon, 
and such who attend the said cause on theire behalfe, are discharged of 
theire attendance on this Court imtill further notice ; and upon the motion 
of Mr. Milton on behalfe of the said Petitioners, praying that the answere 
and certificate of the Commissioners at Haberdashers' Hall may bee made 
more direct and particular. It is ordered, That the said petitioners, or 
councell on theire behalfe, doe deliver unto the registrar of this Court in 
writing under his or theire hands the severall particulars whereunto th^ 
desire the fuller answere or certificate of the said Commissionen, where- 
upon the same it to bee sent imto the said Commissioners sitting at Haber- 

* Composition Papen, First S«its, toI. 1. p. 509. 
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dashers* Hall, who are hereby desired to certify and give answere there- 
unto within seaven dayes after the receipt thereof. 

The petitioners pray the certificate of the Commissioners for Compound- 
ing, touching the following particulars : For what part of the estate of 
Richard Powell, late of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxqp, Esq. deceased, 
Mr. John Pye, 2"** sonne to Sir Robert Pye, kn*, did compound, and what 
interest the said Mr. Pye did claymc in the said lands and tenements, and 
what value the said Mr. Pye did sett upon the same in his particular 
exhibited on that behalfe to the said Commissioners for Compounding, and 
what fine the said Mr. Pye did pay upon the said composition. The 
certificate of the said Commissioners for Compounding is also desired in 
the like particulars for that part of the estate of the said Richard Powell 
for which Mr. John Milton did compound ; and also what allowances were 
made of debts and charges upon the said lands in the respective compo- 
sitions aforesaid. 

^ T. Paunckfote, R^. 

LIII. 

7 JuHH, 1653. 

In compliance to an Order* from the Court of Articles of tibe 26th of 
May, 1653, in the case of Mrs. Ann Powell, whereby wee are directed to 
certifie unto severall particulers set downe att the bottome of the said 
Order touching the estate late of Richard Powell, esq. her late husband, 
deceased, wee doe hereby certifie, that Mr. John Pye, second sonne of Sir 
Robt. I^, knt. and John Milton, esq. have compounded for paroell of the 
estate of the said Richard Powell according to the Act of 1 Aug. 1650| 
(vis.) the said John Pye for lands of the yearly value of £272 lbs. 
being a lease for 31 yeares, and his clayme was by vertue of a mortgage 
thereof made unto the said Sir Robt. Pye, and since by him a^Migty^ unto 
the said John, upon which mortgage thei« was oweing to him tibe some of 
£1,238, for which estate (respect being had to his said debt and damages,) 
the fine was £576 12j(. M. which he hath paid unto the Treasury att 
Cfoldsmiths* Hall ; and the said Mr. Milton hath likewise compounded fat 
another pari ot' the said Mr. l\>well's estate upon the said Act, idiich he 
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r valued in hia particuler att 80'J' pounds per annum in fre, out of which Le 

s allowed the thirds, i^hich he paid to Mrs. Powell for lier dower, and 

I luB clayme waa by vertue of an extent upon a statute of £500 acknow- 

1 iedged unto him by the said Richard Powell, for which (after allowance 

le for his debt and damiiges,) hia fine was £130, which he hath paid 

) the Treasury at Goliismitha' Hall, as by the several! papers annexed 

and atteeted by oiir Hegisirar more ftUly appearos. 

8. M. J. B. 

A. S. R. M. 

LIV. 
TiinssDAY, 16 June, 1653. 

The Commissioners for Compounding • may bee pli'ased to take notice, 
I fliat In pursuance of the annexed order of November 24th, 1652, Mr, 
Tracy PauncefoCe and Mr. Thomas Butler are t% bee esarained on 
Tuesday the 2l9t ofJimc instant, at nine of the clocke in the morning, in 
ihe Dutchy Chamber at Weatm'' (touching a report made by the said 
Mr. Pauncefote and Mr. Butier to the late Com" for Articles in the c.isc 
of Mrs. Atme Powell, widdow, administratrix of Richard Powell, iiile of 
Forrest Hill , in the county of Oxon, esq. deceased, concerning goods of the 
[ a»id Mr. Powell's sold and dchvered to one Matthew Appletree, of London, 
by the sequestrators for the county of Oxon): This is signified, that some 
appointed by the said Com" for Compounding may then and there attend 
(if they shall so thinke fitt) to examyne or crosae-esamyne on the hehaife 
of the Commonwealth. 

RiCUAHD Powell. 

LV. 

Fryday, the 15 OF July, 1653. 

Exchequer Chamber, Westmioster. 

By the Commissioners appoynted for Seljcfe upon Articles of Warre.f 
Whereaa the cause upon the Petition of Anne Powell, widdow, relict 

and administratrix of Richard Powell, late of Forrest HiU, in the county 

• Compontion Papen, Fint Seriea, ToL I. t SIS. t Ibi<l. p. G2U. 
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of Oxfortl. esq', deceased, ond Richard Powell, son and beire of the said 
Richard Powell, came this day to hearing only as to the rcall estate of the 
said deceased, according to an order of Court of the sixth of July, the SMd 
Petition, among other things, setting forth tliat the said Richard Powell, 
deceased, was comprised in the Articles made and agreed on for tlie sur- 
render of the garrison of Oxford, the 20lh of June, 1646 ; thut by the 
eleventh artJcle it is agreed that all persons comprised in that capitulatioa, 
and not by name excepted (which the said liiuhard Powell was not), who 
have reall or personall estates under or lyable to sequestration, shall at 
any tyme within sixe months a(ler rendring the said garrison bee admitted 
• to compound for theirc estates, which composition shall not exceed two 
yearee' revenue for estates of inheritance, and for estates for lives or yeares 
not to exceed the proportion aforesaid ; that the said Richard PowelJ 
preferred his Petition to compound the 6th of August. 1646, both fbr his 
estate reall and personall, and was admitted accordingly, and his fyne sett 
the 8tL of December, 1646, at two yeares' value, aAording to the said 
Articles ; hut (as is deposed) the said Richard Powell dyed the first of 
January, 1 646, no proceedings having bin made upon the said composition, 
from which hce was disabled in r^ard of the seizure of his personal! estate 
coatrary to the said Articles. The Petition further setts forth, that the 
lands belonging to the said Richard Powell, deceased, lying in the county 
of Oxford, were mortgaged before the late warres, vix. in the yeare 1€40l I 
the freehold land In Mr. John Milton, and the lease land, being a lease fi 
81 yeares at £272 ISs. 9d. per annum, was mortgaged to Sir Robert 1^6^ 
and by him asaigoed to his second sonne, Mr. John 1^-e. That the si 
John Pye did pay as a fync for the said lands £.'>76 13s. 3d. to the Com- 
missioners for Compounding, which lyne is alleadgcd to bee much above 
the Articles of Oxford. That by an Act of the first of August, 1650, con- 
cerning mortgages and extents, tt is ordayned, that such persons as hare 
entred since the 20th of May, 1642, upon the estate of any delinquent hj 
virtue of any extent or mortage for which as yet no composition hath bin 
payd, doe pay such sume of money as the delinquent ought to hare payd 
for composition, consideration being therein had to all snch jost debts aa an 
or may t>c legally charged apon the said estate ; and the petitioners pray in 
^enendt to Itee relieved according to the said Articles, witli reparation for 
the damage by violation thereof, and in putwulu that the fyne payd for 
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the Bctid lunds may bee reduced according U> tlie antil clercnth Article of 
Oxford, und autisfiiction for what is overpayed, and that the said iVeehold 
and lease lands may be forthivitb discbargcd from sequestration ; to which 
Petition Mr. Atlomey-General, on the beholfe of the Commonwealth, putt 
in an answere, setting forth, among otiier things, that hee knoweth not 
vrliither Richard Powell, deceased, in his life lyine, or the petitioners since 
his death, ought to have the benefitt of the Articles of Oxford, nor that 
the cotupositiou vas prosecuted with efiect ; and for the abatement of the 
fyne referres to the judgment of the Court as they shall direct. The Gom- 
miasionera for Compounding doe also certify, that Mr. John Pye, second 
son of Sir Bobert Pye, huth compounded for part of the estate of the said 
Kchord Powell, deceased, upon the Act of the first of August, 1C50, viz. 
for lands of the yearely value of £272 153. 8d., being a lease for 31 
yeures, and his clayiao by virtue of a mortgage made to tlio said Sir 
Kobert Pye, and by him assigned to hi:i said aonne, upon wliicli mortgage 
there was owing to him the sume of £1,238, for which (respect being had 
to his debt and damage) the fyne was £576 I'ia. Bd., which is payd into 
the Treasury at Goldsmiths' Hall ; Upou which petition, aaswere, and 
cerdficate, the said cause being regularly to bee heai'd this day in the 
presence, and upon hearing Mr. Turner and Mr. MtUon,* of councell for 
the petitioners, and of Kir. John llurst, of councell for the Com uiw -wealth, 
it appeared unto the Court, both by the certificate of the Lord Fairfax, 
the Commander-in-Chiefe of the Parliament's forces, and by other 
sufficient evidence, and was also admitted by the councell fur the State, 
that the said Uichurd Powell, deceased, was in the garrison of Oxford at the 
surrender thereof, and comprised within the said Articles, and ought to enjoy 
the full benefit thereof, and there being no proofe before this Court, nor any 
suggestion thereof, that the said Richard Powell in his life tyme, or the peti- 
tioners since hia death, have lost or forfeited the benefitt of the said Articles 
by any hostility or deaigne against the Parliament, or by any other act or de- 
Ekult of theirs, and the Court taking into consideration the long attendance of 
the petitioners both in tlib and the former Court of Articles, together with 
the Acts constituting thia Court, and the power and trust thereby com- 
mitted to them for doing justice in cases of Uiis and ibe like nature, and 
to tJike care that bo violation of Articles bee permitted, the honour of the 
■ Chrutaph«r Milton, tbe brother rf the [wet. 
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Parliament and the fayth of their armies being concerned to see a due 
performance thereof, this Court are of opinion that the said fyne payd by 
Mr. John Pye to the Commissioners for Compounding, being five hundred 
seventy-sixe pounds twelve shillings three pence, ought to bee reduced 
according to the said Articles of Oxford, and that consideration bee had 
and abatement made by the Commissioners for Compounding according to 
the said Act of the first of August, 1650 ; and therefore this Court doe 
award, order, and adjudge, that the said fyne bee reduced accordingly, and 
that the overplus bee payd unto the said Mr. John Pye, the mortgagee, 
with such abatement as is usuall in like cases, and that the said lands 
mortgaged bee forthwith discharge as to the Commonwealth from seizure 
or sequestration ; and the Commissioners for Compounding, and all other 
persons acting by authority for or under them, are hereby ordered and 
required, upon notice hereof, to observe the same accordingly. 

Jo. Bradshawe. £dw. Cooke. 

Edw. Whallet. Owen Rowb. 

John Hates. Wm. Bosssvile. 

Anth. Samwell. 
Ex^, T. Pauncefote, Reg'. 

30 Aug. 1653. Referred to Mr. Reading to state the reducement of the 
fyne accdfding to Articles. 

LVI. 

30 Auo. 1653. 

By the Commissioners for Compounding, &c.* 

Upon reading an order of judgment given by the Court of Articles the 
15th of July last in the case of Ann Powell, widow, relict and adminis- 
tratrix of Richard Powell, late of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxford, 
esq. deceased (a coppy whereof is hereunto annexed and attested by our 
Registrar), it is ordered that it be referred to M' Reading to state the 
case touching the fine imposed on Mr. John Pye, upon the Act of the 
first of August) 1650, for the leasehold land of the said Richard Powell, 
and make * report thereof to us, in order to the reduceing of the said fine 

* Compoufkm P^pen, Seeond Stfiet, t»1. xxu S9I, ukI Order Book T. foL 181. 
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according lo Oxford Articles, wi 
adjudged him to b« comprised. 



which Articlea the said Court have 

(Signed) Johm Uptok. 
Edw. Cart. 
Ric. Moore. 



Lvn. 

1 Sept. 1653. 
Accordinge lo yourf order of 30 August, 16G3, upon the order of 
judgment of the Court of Articles of the 1 5th of July, 1653, in the case 
(heard 4" May, 1654) of Anne Powell, widow, relict and administratrix of 
Itichard Powell, late of Forrest Hill, in the county of Oxford, esq. deceased, 
wberby it is referred to me to state the case touching the fine imposed on 
Mr. John Pye, upon the Act of the first of August, 1650, for the leasehold 
land of the said Richard Powell, and report the same in order to the re, . 
duceing of the said fine according to Oxford Articles, within which Articles 
the SMd court have adjudged him to be comprised. I find — That by tlie said 
judgment of the said Court of Articlts of the 15th of July, 1653, the said 
Richard Powell is adjudged lo be comprised within the Articles of Oxford, 
and that it appeared to them that tlie said Richard Powell petitioned at 
Goldsmiths' Hall, to compound upon the said Articles of Oxford the 6th 
of August, 1646, and had his fine set the Sth ofDecember, 164G; and that 
he died the 1st of January, 1646, no proceedings being made upon the 
said composition; and that Mr. John Pye hath since compounded upon 
the Act of the Ist of .\ugust, 1650, upon a mortgage of lands of the yearly- 
value of £272 153. 8<l. being a lease for 31 yeares, upon which mortgage 
there was owing to the said John Pye £1,238, which debt being allowed, 
the fine was set £576 12s. 3d. which is paid into the Treasury. Upon 
coDSideratioD whereof the said Court of Articles were of opinion, that the 
said fine p^ud by Mr. Pye ought to be reduced, according to the Articles 
of Oxford, and did award, order, and adjudge, that the said fine bo reduced 
sccordingly ; and that the overplus be paid unto Mr. Pye, with such abate- 
ment as is usual in like cases. 

Upon search of the papers here remsyning, I finde that there was a fine 
•et upon the said Richard Powell upon the said Articles of Oxford in 
t CcmpoiiUnii Papen, 8>t«»id Serica, vol. xxi. 386. Todd, p. TO. 
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DecembeTi 16.46, but not for the estate mortgaged to Mr. Pje, but nothing 
therof paid. • 

That the said John Pje compounded the 25th of March, 1651, for a 
lease of the mannor and rectory of Forrest Hill for 31 jeares, commenceing 
the 1st of Nov. 1641, which was mortgaged hj the said Richard Powell in 
1640, upon which mortgage there was then due to him £1,238, for which 
his fine was sett at a sixth, £576 12$. 3d. If this be reduced to a tenth, 
according to Oxford Articles, it will stand thus: a lease for 31 jeares from 
November, 1641, of 'lands of the yearly value of £292 15«. 8d, whence 
allowing for a debt of £1,238, — £123 16s. he craveth allowance of £20 per 
annum to the curate. The fine will remajne. 

(Signed) Jo. Readikoe. 

LVIII. 

28 Sept. 1653. 

Ordered,* That the report of Mr. Reading in the case of Ann Powell, 
widdow, drawne up upon an order of the Commissioners for releife of 
persons upon Articles, in order to the reduceing a fine set upon John Pie, 
esq. according to Oxford Articles, be heard on this day seavenight. 

LIX. 

26 OcTOB. 1658. 

J. Milton and Anne Powell. 

Uponf motion of M' Martyn of Councell in the behalfe of M'* Anne 
Powell, widow, relict and administratrix of Richard Powell, late of Forrest 
hill, in the county of Oxford, Esq., deceased, and Richard Powell, sonne 
and heire of the said Richard Powell, moveing that accordeing to judgement 
of the Court of Articles, given the 15^ of July last^ the lands and estate 
late of the said Richard Powell may be discharged from sequestration, 
upon reading the certificate made by us to the said Court of Articles the 
seaventh of June last, towching the compositions made with us for the said 
estate by John Pye and John Milton, Esquires, upon the Act of the first of 
August, 1650, and upon consideration had of the whole matter, Resolved, 

* Order Book V. fol. 212. 

t CommiMionerB for Compounding, Order Book G. fol. 571^. 
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Thftt the freeliold lands formerly morgaged to the said M^ Miltoo.^and the 
lensdiold lunds morgj^ed to Sir Robert Pye, and by him assigned to his 
second sonne, the said M' John Pye, be forthwith 8bBolut«ly discharged 
from sequestra tion, ivhereof the Commisaiouers for Scijueatrations in the 
Bud county of Oxford are to take notice, and discharge the sequestration 
accordingly. This being first cntred with our auditor. 

E. C. R. M. 

E. W. J. V. 

1.x. 

i Mat, 1654. 
Ann Powell, 
Upon reading* the report of M' Eeading, made in the case of Ann 
Powell, widow, relict and administratrix of Rich. Powell, late of Forrest 
hill, ia the county of Oxford, Ksquire, deceased, touching the fine imposed 
on M' John Pye upon the Act of the first of August, 1650, for the 
leasehold land of the said liicli'' Powell, which fine was set att about 
£57(i 12s. Sd,, and the said M** Powell ikow prayes that the said fine may 
be reduced to a 10*, according to Oxon. Articles, the benefit whereof is 
allowed to the said Rich. Powell, by judgment of the Court of Aiticles, 
with particular directions to reduce the said fine accordingly. It is 
ordered, That in obedience to and observance of the judgment given 
by the said Court of Articles the Ifith of July last, the sirid fine of 
£576 12». 3d., set att a 6"", be and is hereby reduced to a 10*, which 
leaves the fine £384 8s, 2d., and soe there is paid by M' Pye the sume of 
£192 4s. Id. more then the Baid reduced fine, which said sume of 
f 192 4*. Id. the now Treasurers att Goldemiths' hall are to repay to the 
Biud M" Powell, or to M'' Rich'' Powell her sonne. 
Ei«. E. C. K. M. 

E. W. E. W. 

LXI. 

1G54, July 31. 

"AnnoPowellf prayes repayment of £192 4«. Id., part of £576 lit.Sd., 

a fine set on her husband and paid at Goldsmiths' Hall, but after reduced 

• CqmmiMiDneri lur Eitatai ondKr 3equalntioD, Order Booli, 9m, fol. 1801". 
t AUtnoti of rulitious, Council of State, Nu. C6, art. 23Cl. 
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by the Commissionerd for Articles to £384 8«. 2d. as being within Oxford 
Articles, and so the said £192 4^. Id, is an overplus, and ordered by the 
Commissioners of Articles to be repaid at Groldsmiths* Hall, but his H. 
order is also expected. 

<< 25 April, 1655, submitted. Dismist, 31 Jan. 1655-6.** 

LXII. 

7 Aug. 1646. 

To the Honorable Committee for Compositions with Delinquents,* 
sittinge at Groldsmiths* Hall. 

The humble Petition of Christopher Milton, of Beddinge, in 
the county of Berkes, esq', 
Sheweinge, 
That he executed a commission of sequestrations under the great seale 
at Oxford for three countyes, and was at Exeter at the tyme of the sur- 
render thereof late made unto the Parliamente ; and humbly prayes that 
he may be admitted to compound, and to receive the benefitt of those 
Artickles. 

And he shall pray, &c 

(Signed) Christopheb Milton. 
7 August, 1646. 

Refer*d to the Sub-Committee. 

LXIII. 

A true Perticulerf of all the Estate, reall and personall, of me, Christopher 
Milton, of Reddinge, in the county of Berks, a coimcellor at lawe. 

That I am seized in fee, to mee and my heires.in possession, of and in a 
certaine messuage or tenemente scituate, standinge, and beinge within St. 
Martin's parish, Ludgate, called the signe of the Cross Keyes, and was of 
the yeerely value, before theis troubles, £40. Personall estate I have none 
but what hath bin seized and taken from mee, and converted to the use of 
the State. 

This is a true perticuler of all my estate, reall and personall, for which 

* CompoeitioD Pmpen, Second Series, toL xIy. p. 196. (Todd, p. 258.) 
t Ibid. p. 197. 
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I onelj desire to compound to free it out of sequestration ; and. doe submitt 
unto, and undertake to satisfye and pay, such fine as by this Committee 
for Compositions with Delinquents shall be imposed and sett to pay for the 
same, in order to the free dome and dischardge of my person and estate. 

(Signed) Chr. Milton. 

LXIV. 

Christopher Milton,* of. Heading, in the county of Berks, esq., and 
William Keeth, of Fleet Street, London, goldbeater, bound to the same 
treasurers, the 24th of September, 1646, in . . . . . £80. 
With condition to pay £40 the 24 of December then next, together with 
[such other sum and sums of money as the House of Commons shall order 
to be paid as a further fine for Christopher Milton^s delinquency.] 

LXV. 

Committee for Compounding,! 7 Sept. 1646. 
Christopher Milton, of Reading, in com. Berks, esq. counseller at law — 

£80 • • . at a tenth. 
£200 . . . at a third. 

LXVI. 

Christopher Milton,J of Reading, in the county of Berks, counsellor-at- 
law, was fined as foUoweth : For an estate in fee in possession £40 per 
annum, for which his fine was set at a ^, £200, at i^, £80. He was a 
commissioner to sequester estates. He came in upon the Articles of 
Exeter. 

By Commissioners for Compounding, 7 Sept. 1646. 

Ex\ 15 Feb. 1657, 

T. Bayly, Reg. 

* Compoaition Pftpen. 
t Order Book, B. p. 228. 
Z Regiatntr't Certificates, T. 
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LXVII. 

Christopher Milton. 

The names * of the persons sequestered, ") Giristopher Milton, of Redding, 
and place where thoy live 3 in the county of Berks, esq. 

The names of the securities, and place ") Wm. Keech, of Fleet Streete, 
of theire aboade 3 London, goldbeater. 

The penalties of theire bonds . . £80 0. 

The date thereof .... 24 Sept. 1646. 

Some due and payeable . . £40 0. 

Time when ..... 24 Dec. J 646. 

LXVIII. 

Chr. Milton. 

Honorable Gent., 
Whereas wee lately received an oixler from you to sequester the estates 
of the persons whose names were mentioned to be therewith returned to 
us, being such as had neglected to paye in the latter moyeties of their 
fines imposed for their delinquencyes ; and having received a paper wherein 
the name of Christopher Milton, of Reading (and noe other), is set downe, 
wee humbly certifie that (as wee are credibly informed,) the said Christopher 
Milton hath not lived in Reading within eight yeares or thereabouts last 
past, and hath noe estate in this towne or countie that wee can heare of, 
nor elswhere, unlesse in the countie of Suffolke, where wee heare he 
liveth. Hereof wee thought fitt to give you an account, 

Remaynning your honors humble servants, 

S. Bellinghah. 

George Lahboll. 

Henry Sharpe. 

Note subjoined, — He hath compounded onely for an estate in London. 
A Letter to be written to the Commissioners in Suffolk to enquire if he 
have any estate there. 
Answered. 

Marginal Note. — Qu. Mr Milton's particuler upon which he compounded? 
• Composition Papers, First Series, toI. xxii. p. 653. 
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Right ]u)W',« 

Yt maye please you, after luy arivall att Culli*, I liavi; uiade inqniiie, 
nfter such infoi-m«tions as your I^. gave me in chni^e, and as the sliortuss 
of the tyme would give me leave, and even now heere, beinge a pamage to 
dt^pai-l, I um tould that the Mari|ui£e Spinola is 2 Aayes past come to Duu- 
kerke in person, and aa I heere to give order for the gocinge out of bucU 
ahjpps of warre as are readye iipjion the coast of Flanders; and also (as ys 
nyi) to make u reformation of the Admirsltyc of Berghcn 3' Winox, yt 
beeinge intended per the cantryes of Flanders and Brabant t<i ereekt a new 
Admiraltye, to consist of 60 sayle of shippa, which are to makH u trade 
from the ports of FJaiiderB into Spaine, w'" the nmnJfacturs of that cuntrye, 
and from thence back agwne w"" Spaniahe comodiiyea into Flanders; to 
the effecktiiige whereof Mous' Bouscolt,'f somtiynies imbassaduur in 
England, halb bitne w"" others deputed to Gant, and other theefe towuea 
ofFlandta-s, to jwrswade the people to imderwright for that buainee, ■which 
ia donne bye manye for a great some alreudye ; and the belttr to pi-rswade 
the people to yt, I am tould the Kinge of Spaine hath prohibiit^d the briug- 
inge into Spaine anye manufacturs made in Flanders or in the Low 
Cuntriea, thouglie under his obedience, bye or in nuye ahipps or vpsseia of 
France, w"** niuye hinder the French navigation that waye, but of this 1 
can saye little butt what I het-re bye report of others, butt w'''in few diijes 
I purpose lo goe into Flanders myself, 1 havciuge procured a passport fi oni 
the Infanta, and beeiage theie ehall informe myself more perticulerlye of 
that and others which maye bee worth yoiir Lo. knowledge. I am tould 
that uppou fridaye last a man ofwarr of Dunkerke W* haih beene 18 
monthes in Spaine was chased per some Holland men of warr and forced 
aahore betweene Grevelioge and Dunkerke, and seeing the Hollanders did 
man out there boat* they left the shipp and a match buruinge, w^ when 
the Hollanders were a while abourd tooke fier of the powder and blew 
them all upp. In the ghipp is sayd to have beene much mouye sent out of 
Spaine, w'^isallaaved, and theordenance; this is heerc reputed to bee trew. 

Yt is snyd a new goverueiir of Callis doth promise the Flemings heera 

• Prencli Cormpoixleiice, 1626, Oct. IT, S. 1*. O. 

t M. cle BuisMiu, EmIiUKiilur in EnKlaod Jui. 1611 m Jui. 1615. A seri^ uf Lit 
Iflllcra u ill tlio Bibliulhvqiis du Kui, FoiiiU de S, Uoiiuniii. 
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rosidinge to make a new arest iippoo all Englishe goods in this towne, butt 
bye reason of the rcstraynt in England of Englishe shipps to come for 
France hee doth forbeare, heere beeinge att present a small quantitje of 
Englishe goods, yet wee heere there is a new arest made att Roan uppon 
Engl, goods. The tymes bee verye dangerous for us w** live heere; yf yt 
might bee w^**out prejudice, I would intreat your Lo. I might know how 
wee had to governe ourselves. 

I am tould the shipps w*^** weere bought in Holland bye the French are 
stayd there; some will saye they are underhand bought bye the French 
butt to serve the Spagniart. 

I am now in hast, the passage readye to depart ; I must crave pardon of 
your Lo. and when anye occasion doth offer w^orth your Lordship^s notise 
I will nott faylc to advise; in the meane tyme I will ever remayne 

Your Lo. humble servant to command, 

Daniel Skyknkr 

Callis, le 27 October, 1626, 
novo [stilo]. 

Addressedy A Mons' 

Monsieur Cooke, Chevalier, 

princepall Secretaire de Stat de sa Majesty 
de la Grand Brittagne, Londres. 

LXX. 

To the right hon"« ♦ the Earl of Arundell, Lord High Mar- 
shall of England, and other the Lords of his Majesties 
most honorable Privie Councell. 

The humble Petition of John Milton, gent. 

In all humble manner, 

Sheweth, — That he heretofore beinge committed by your honor and 
some others of his Majesties right hon*^^ Privie Councell to the chardge of 
Robert Smith, one of his highnes messengers in ordinary, for his freer 
enlardgment and accesse to your honors without interruption of seijeanta 
or other officers of that qualitie ; and that notwithstandinge your Lord- 
ships said warrante, shewed by the messenger aswell to the officer 
Thomas Mosse, a yeoman, as to his adversary, Anthony Gifford, the same 

• Suih» Paper Office, Doni. Cap. L 1628. vol. cxxiv. No. 86. 
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was helde bj them both in utter contonipt, and your petitioner deteyned 
in prison about 3 weekes, to the prejudice of his health and life, besides 
extraordinary costs and chardges tliereabouts expended. In tender con- 
sideration whereof it pleased your honor (the greevance and contempt 
beinge publiquely opened at the right honorable board) to direct a war- 
ranto with assistance of some others -of the right hon"® Lords for the ap- 
prehendinge of the said GifFord, whereof he beinge privately advertised by 
the said Mosse (who was left out of the warrante) fledd up and downe, and 
hath ever since lurked in the county of Devon, and given order to one 
Mr. Denny, an attorney in the King's Bench, in his absence to prosecute 
your said petitioner, to his greate chardge in lawe, and by the helpe and 
practise of the said Mosse overtakinge him with a judgment of £20 and 
upwards, hath againe arrested him into the Compter by the said Mosse, 
and both of them have layde heavie actions uppon your poore suppliant 
to the value of ^200, the matter in difference beinge only of due clayme 
but 5^., and that uppon a supposed breach of a covenante about the 
busines dependinge, and dissolved by your Lordship and the rest of the 
Commissioners appoynted for that purpose, and he also by the whole Par- 
liament made uncapable of performinge the said covenante. 

The premisses considered, as also leaving to your Lordship's further 
consideration that, notwithstandinge both yoiir former warrantes were 
shewed now againe unto the said Mosse and his assistant, before and at 
his cominge into prison, your humble suppliant hath beene deteyued these 
13 weekes, to his utter ruinatinge and undooinge of him, his wife, and 
children ; And likewise that your suppliant, havinge propounded two or 
three severall businesses of greate emolument and yearely revenue to arrise 
thereby to his Majesty's coffers, and the weale publique under his 
chardge (as he is ready really to make evidence and demonstration of); 
and lastly for that he hath offered to his adversary such reasonable 
composition both of mony and security as by any indifferent men maye 
be adjudged fitt fur him to make good ; your Lordship would be pleased, 
out of your speciall favour, with the respective assistance of the rest of the 
right hon*^® Lords, whose hands were annexed to the former warrants, to 
take such speedy order for the release of your poore suppliant, out of this 
greate thraldome and oppression (under which, through extraordinary 
dayly increasinge chardge, he and his are now ready to perish), as to your 
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Lordship^s clemency and wisdoim;, in the like case expressed, shal be 
fownd most fittinge. 

And accordiuge to his bounden duty be sball ever praje unfejnedly, 
with all his, for the encrease of your honor in all health and happynes. 
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